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BIBLE READING LESSONS. 



THE BOOK OF JUDGES. 



THE JUDGES AFTER JOSHUA. 

And Joshua, the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, 
died, being an hundred and ten years old, and also all that 
generation were gathered unto their fathers. 

And there arose another generation after them, which 
knew not the Lord, nor yet the works which He had done 
for Israel. And the children of Israel did evil in the sight 
of the Lord, and served Baalim ; and they forsook the 
Lord God of their fathers, which brought them out of the 
land of Egypt, and followed other gods, of the gods of the 
people that were round about them, and bowed them- 
selves unto them, and provoked the Lord to anger. And 
He delivered them into the hands of spoilers that spoiled 
them, and He sold them into, the hands of their enemies 
round about, so that they could not any longer stand before 
their enemies. Whithersoever they went out, the hand of 
the Lord was against them for evil, as the Lord had said, 
and as the Lord had sworn unto them : and they were 
greatly distressed. 

Nevertheless, the Lord raised up Jvdges, which delivered 

II. A 
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them out of the hand of those that spoiled them. And 
yet they would not hearken unto their judges, but they, 
went after other gods, and bowed themselves unto them : 
they turned quickly out of the way which their fathers 
walked in, obeying the commandments of the Lord ; but 
they did not so. And when the Lord raised them up 
judges, then the Lord was with the judge, and delivered 
them out of the hand of their enemies all the days of the 
judge : for it repented the Lord because of their groanings 
by reason of them that oppressed them and vexed them. 
And it came to pass, when the judge was dead, that they 
returned, and corrupted themselves more than their fathers, 
in following other gods to serve them, and to bow down 
unto them ; they ceased not from their own doings, nor 
from their stubborn way. ' 

And when the children of Israel cried unto the Lord, 
the Lord raised up a deliverer to the children of Israel, 
who delivered them, even Otkniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's 
younger brother. And the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
him, and he judged Israel, and went out to war : and the 
Lord delivered CHushan-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia- 
into his hand ; and his hand prevailed against Chushan- 
rishathaim. And the land had rest forty years. And 
Ottiniel the son of Kenaz died. 

And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of 
the Lord : and the Lord strengthened Eglon the king 
of Moab against Israel, because they had done evil in 
the sight of the Lord. And he gathered unto him the 
children of Ammon and Amalek, and went and smote 
Israel, and possessed the city of palm trees. So the 
children of Israel served Eglon the king of Moab eighteen 
years. 
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But when the children of Israel cried unto the Lokd, 
the Lord raised them up a deliverer, Ehud the son of 
Gera, a Benjamite, a man left-handed. 

And after him was Shamgar the son of Anath, which 
slew of the Philistines six hundred men with an ox-goad : 
and he also delivered Israel 

And the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of 
the Lord, when Ehud was dead. And the Lord sold 
them into the hand of Jabin king of Canaan, that reigned 
in Hazor ; the captain of whose host was Sisera, which 
dwelt in Harosheth of the Gentiles. And the children of 
Israel cried unto the Lord : for he had nine hundred 
chariots of iron ; and twenty years he mightily oppressed 
the children of Israel. 

And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, she 
judged Israel at that time. And she dwelt under the palm 
tree of Deborah between Ramah and Beth-el in mount 
Ephraim : and the children of Israel came up to her for 
judgment. And she sent and called Barak the son of 
Abinoam out of Kedesh-naphtali, and said unto him, * Hath 

* not the Lord God of Israel commanded, saying, " Go 

* and draw toward mount Tabor, and take with thee ten 

* thousand men of the children of Naphtali and of the 

* children of Zebuluni And I will draw unto thee to the 

* river Kishon Sisera, the captain of Jabin's army, with 

* his chariots and his multitude ; and I will deliver him 

* into thine hand.'" And Barak said unto her, *If thou wilt 

* go with me, then I will go : but if thou "v^ilt not go with 

* me, then I will not go.' And she said, * I will surely go 

* with thee : notwithstanding the journey that thou takest 

* shall not be for thine honour; for the Lord shall sell 

* Sisera into the hands of a woman.' And Deborah arose, 
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and wait with Barak to KedesL And Bacak ealled 
Zebalun and Naphtali to Kedesh ; and he went np with 
ten thousand men at his feet : and Deborah went up with 
him. 

Now Heber the Kenite, which was of the children of 
Hobab the father-in-law of Moses, had severed himself 
from the Eenites, and pitched his tent unto the plain of 
Zaaaaim, which is by Kedesh. 

And they showed Bisera that Barak the son of Abinoam 
was gone up to mount Tabor. And Sisera gathered 
together all his chariots, even nine hundred chariots of 
iron, and all the people that were with him, £rom Haro- 
sheth of the QentUes unto the river of Kiahon. 

And Deborah said unto Blirak, ' Up ; for this is the day 
' in which the Lord hath delivered Sisera into thine hand : 
< la not the Lord gone out before thee ? ' Bo Barak went 
down from mount Tabor, and ten thousand men after him. 
And the Lord discomfited Sisera^ and all his chariots, and 
all his host, with the edge of the sword before* Barak^; so 
that Sisera lighted down off his chariot, and fled away on 
Ills feet. But Barak pursued after the chariots, and after 
the host, unto Harosheth of the Gentiles : and all the host 
of Sisera fell upon the edge of the sword ; and there was 
not a man left. Howbeit Sisera fled away on his feet to 
the tent of Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite : for there 
was peace between Jabin the king of Hazor and the house 
of Heber the Kenite. And Jael went out to meet Sisera, 
and said unto him, * Turn in, my lord, turn in to me ; fear 

* not.' And when he had turned in unto her into the tent, 
she covered him with a mantle. And he said unto her, 

* Give me, I pray thee, a little, water to drink ; for I aui 
' thirsty.' And she opened a bottle of milk, and gave him 
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drink, and covered him. And again he said unto her, 
' Stand in the door of the tent, and it shall be, when any 
' man doth come and inquire of thee, and say, ** Is there 
* any man here ?" that thou shalt say, " No." ' Then Jael 
Heber's wife took a nail of the tent, and took an hammer 
in her hand, and went softly unto him, and smote the nail 
into his temples, and fastened it into the ground : for he 
was fast asleep and weary. So he died. . And, behold, as 
Barak pursued Sisera, Jael came out to meet him, and said 
unto him, 'Come, and I will show thee the man whom 
' thou seekest.' And when he came into her tent, behold, 
Sisera lay dead, and the nail was in, his. temples. 

So God subdued on that day Jabin the king of Canaan 

before the children of Israel. And the hand of the children 

of Israel prospered, and prevailed against Jabin the king 

of Canaan, until they had destroyed Jabin king of Canaan. 

And the land had rest forty years. 

And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the 

Lord : and the Lord delivered them into the hand of 

Midian seven years. And the hand of Midian prevailed 

against Israel : and because of the Midianites the children 

of Israel made them the dens which are in the mountains, 

and caves, and strongholds. And so it was, when Israel 

had sown, that the Midianites came up, and the Amalekites, 

and the children of the east, even they came up against 

them; and they encamped against them, and destroyed the 

increase of the earth, till thou come into Gaza, and lefb no 

sustenance for Israel, neither sheep, nor oz, nor ass. For 

they came up with their cattle and their tents, and they 

came as grasshoppers for multitude ; for both they and their 

camels ware without number: and they entered into the 

land to destroy it. And Israel was greatly impoverished 
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because of the Midianites ; and the children of Israel cried 
unto the Lord. 

And there came an angel of the Lord, and sat under an 
oak which was in Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash the 
Abi-ezrite : and his son Gideon threshed wheat by the wine- 
press, to hide it from the Midianites. And the angel of 
the Lord appeared unto him, and said unto him, 'The 
' Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour.' And 
Qideon said unto him, ' my Lord, if the Lord be with 
' us, why then is all this befallen us? and where be all his 
' miracles which our fathers told us of, saying, '^Did not the 

* Lord bring us up from iEg3rpt1" but now the Lord hath 

* forsaken us, and delivered us into the hands of the 
' Midianites.' And the Lord looked upon him, and said — 

< Oo In this thy mij^lit, and tbon shalt save Israel from tlie 

* hand of the Bfldlaiiites : have not I sent thee ?' 

And he said unto him, * my Lord, wherewith shall I 
' save Israel 1 behold, my family is poor in Manasseh, and 
' I am the least in my father's house.' And the Lord said 
unto him — 

* Surely I will he with thee, and thou shalt smite the 

< Midianites as one man.' 

And he said unto him, ' If now I have found grace in thy 
' sight, then show me a sign that thou talkest with me. 
' Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I come unto' thee, 
' and bring forth my present, and set it before thee.' And 
he said, < I will tarry until thou come again.' 

And Gideon went in, dnd made ready a kid, and un- 
leavened cakes of an ephah of flour : the flesh he put in a 
basket, and he put the broth in a pot, and brought it out | 
imto him under the oak, and presented it. And the angel 
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of God said auto him, ' Take the flesh and the unleavened 
' cakes, and lay them upon this rock, and pour out the 
' broth/ And he did so. Then the angel of the Lord put 
forth the end of the staff that was in his hand, and touched 
the flesh and the unleavened cakes ; and there rose up fire 
out of the rock, and consumed the flesh and the unleavened 
cakes. Then the angel of the Lord departed out of his 
sight. 

And when Gideon perceived that he was an angel of the 
Lord, Gideon said, 'Alas, O Lord God! for becaiise I 
have seen an angel of the Lord face to face.' Aid the 
Lord said unto him — 

* Peace be unto tbee ; fidar not : tbou slialt not die.' 

Then all the Midianites and Amalekites and the children 
of the east were gathered together, and went over, and 
pitched in the valley of Jezreel. But the Spirit of the 
Lord came upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet; and 
Abi-ezer was gathered after him. And he sent messengers 
throughout all Manasseh; who also was gathered after 
him: and he sent messengers unto Asher, and unto 
Zebulun, and unto Naphtali ; and they came up to meet 
them. 

And Gideon said unto God, 'If thou wilt save Israel 
' by mine hand, as thou hast said, behold, I will put a 
* fleece of wool in the floor ; and if the dew be on the 
< fleece only, and it be dry upon all the earth beside, then 
' shall I know that thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as 
' thou hast said.' And it was so : for he rose up early on 
the morrow, and thrust the fleece together, and wringed the 
dew out of the fleece, a bowl full of water. And Gideon 
said unto God, ' Let not thine anger be hot against me, 
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' and I will speak but this once : let me prove, I pray 
' thee, but this once with the fleece ; let it now be 
' dry only upon the fleece, and upon all the ground 
' let there be dew.' And God did so that night : for it 
was dry upon the fleece only, and there was dew on all 
the ground. 

Then Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, and all the people that 
were with him, rose up early, and pitched beside the well 
of Harod : so that the host of the Midianites were on the 
north side of them, by the hill of Moreh, in the valley. 
And the Lobd said unto Gideon — 

* The people that are with thee are too many for me tor gire 

* the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt them- 

* selves against me, saying:, ** Klne own hand hath saved 
' me." Now therefore go to, proclaim in the ears of tha 
' people, saying, *' Whosoever is fearful and afraid, let him 

* return and depart early from mount Gilead." * 

And there returned of the people twenty and two thousand ; 
and there remained ten thousand. And the Lord said 
unto Gideon — 

*The people are yet too many; bring them down unto the 

* water, and I will try them for thee there : and it shall he, 

* that of whom I say unto thee, " This shall go with thee," 

* the same shall go with thee ; and of whomsoever I say 
< onto thee, ** This shall not go with thee," the same shall 

* not go.' 

So he brought down the people unto the water : and the 
Lord said unto Gideon — 

. ' Every one that lappeth of the water with his tongue, as 
' a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set hy himself ; likewise 

* every one that boweth down upon his Imees to drink.' 

And the number of them that lapped, putting their hand 
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to their mouth, were three hundred men : but all the rest 
of the people bowed down upon their knees to drink 
water. And the Lobd said unto Gideon — 

* By the three hundred men that lapped will I save you, 

* and deliver the BUdlanltes Into ibhlne hand : and let all 
( the other people go every man unto his place.' 

So the people took victuals in their hand, and their 
trumpets : and he sent all the rest of Israel every man unto 
his tent, and retained those three hundred men : and the 
host of Mldian was beneath him in the valley. 

And he divided the three hundred men into three com- 
panies, and he put a trumpet in every man's hand, with 
empty pitchers, and lamps within the pitchers* And he 
said unto them, ^ Look on me, and do likewise : and, be- 
' hold, when I come to the outside of the camp, it shall be 

* that, as I do, so shall ye do. When I blow with a trumpet, 

* I and all that are with me, then blow ye the trumpet? 

* also on every side of all the camp, and say, " The sword 

* of the Lord, and of Gideon." ' 

So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him, 
came unto the outside of the camp in the beginning of the 
middle watch ; and they had but newly set the watch : and 
they blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers that were 
in their hands. And the three companies blew the trumpets, 
and brake the pitchers, and held the lamps in their left 
hands, and the trumpets in their right hands to blow 
withal : and they cried, * The sword of the Lord, and of 

* Gideon.' And they stood every man in his place round 
about the camp : and all the host ran, and cried, and fled. 
And the three hundred blew the trumpets, and the Lord 
set every man's sword against his fellow, even throughout 
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all the host : and the host fled to Beth-shittah in Zererath, 
and to the border of Abel-meholah, unto Tabbath. 

And the men of Israel gathered themselves together out 
of Naphtali^ and out of Asher, and out of all Manasseb, 
and pursued after the Midianites. And Gideon sent 
messengers throughout all mount Ephraim, saying, * Come 
' down against the Midianites, and take before them the 
' waters unto Beth-barah and Jordan.' Then all the men 
of Ephraim gathered themselves together, and took the 
waters unto Beth-barah and Jordan. And they took two 
princes of the Midianites, Oreb and Zeeb ; and they slew 
Oreb upon the rock Oreb, and Zeeb they slew at the 
wine-press of Zeeb, and pursued Midian, and brought 
the heads«of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon on the other side 
Jordan. 

And Gideon the son of Joash died in a good old age, 
and was buried in the sepulchre of Joash his father, in 
Ophrah of the Abi-ezrites. 

And it came to pass, as soon as Gideon was dead, that 
the children of Israel turned again after Baalim, and 
made Baal-berith their god. And the children of Israel 
remembered not the Lord their God, who had delivered 
them out of the hands of all their enemies on every side i 
neither showed they kindness to the house of Jerubbaal, 
namely, Gideon, according to all the goodness which he 
had showed unto Israel. 

And Abimelech the son of Jerubbaal went to Shechem 
unto his mother's brethren,, and communed with them, and 
with all the family of the house of his mother's father, say- 
ing, * Speak, I pray you, in the ears of all the men of 
* Shechem, " Whether is better for yoa, either that all the 
< sons of Jerubbaal, which are threescore and ten persons. 
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* reign over you, or that one reign over you 1 " remember 

* also that I am your bone and your flesh.' And his 
mother's brethren spake of him in the ears of all the men 
of Shechem all these words : and their hearts inclined to 
follow Abimelech ; for they said, * He is our brother/ 
And they gave him threescore and ten pieces of silver out 
of the house of Baal-berith, wherewith Abimelech hired 
vain and light persons, which followed him. And he went 
unto his father's house at Ophrah, and slew his brethren 
the sons of Jerubbaal, being threescore and ten persons, 
upon one stone : notwithstanding yet Jotham the youngest 
son of Jerubbaal was left ; for he hid himself. 

And all the men of Shechem gathered together, and all 
the house of Millo, and went, and made Abimelech king, 
by the plain of the pillar that was in Shechem. And when 
they told it to Jotham, he went and stood in the top of 
mount Gerizim, and lifted up his voice, and cried, and said 
unto them, ' Hearken unto me, ye men of Shechem, that 

* God may hearken unto you. 

' The trees went forth on a time to anoint a king over 

* them ; and they said unto the olive-tree, " Reign thou 
^ over us." But the olive-tree said unto them, " Should I 

* leave my fatness, wherewith by me they honour GrOD and 
' man, and go to be promoted over the trees V* And the 

* trees said to the fig-tree, " Come thou, and reign over us." 

* But the fig-tree said unto them, " Should I forsake my 

* sweetness, and my good fruit, and go to be promoted over 

* the trees ? " Then said the trees unto the vine, " Come 
' thou, and reign over us." And the vine said unto them, 

* "Should I leave my^wine, which cheereth God and man, 

* and go to be promoted over the trees ? " Then said all 

* the trees unto the bramble, " Come thou, and reign 
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over us." And the bramble said unto the trees, "If 
in truth, ye anoint me king over you, then come 
and put your trust in my shadow : and if not, let 
fire come out of the bramble, and devour the cedars of 
Lebanon." 

' Now therefore, if ye have done truly and sincerely, in 
that ye have made Abimelech king, and if ye have dealt 
well with Jerabbaal and his house, and have done unto 
him according to the deserving of his hands; (for my 
father fought for you, and adventured his life far,:- and 
delivered you out of the hand of Midian : and ye are 
risen up against my father^s house this day, and have 
slain his sons, threescore and ten persons, upon one stone, 
and have made Abimelech, the son of his maid-servant, 
king over the men of Shechem, because he is your brother;) 
if ye then have dealt truly and sincerely with Jerubbaal 
and with his house this day, then rejoice ye in Abimelech, 
and let him also rejoice in you : but if not, let fire come 
out from Abimelech, and devour the men of Shechem, 
and the house of MiUo ; and let fire come out from the 
men of Shechem, and from the house of Millo, and devour 
Abimelech/ And Jotham ran away, and fied, and went 

to Beer, and dwelt there, for fear of Abimelech his 

brother. 

And after Abimelech there arose to defend Israel Tola 

the son of Foah, the son of Dodo, a man of Issachar ; an(}. 

he dwelt in Shamir in mount Ephraim. And he judged 

Israel twenty and three years, and died, and was buried in 

Shamir. 

And after him arose Jair, a Qileadite, and judged Israel 

twenty and tw:o years. And he had thirty sons that rode 

on thirty ass colts, and they had thirty cities, which are 
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called Havoth-jair unto thia day, which are in the land of 
Gilead. And Jair died, and was buried in Oamon. 

And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of 
the LoBD, and served Baalim, and Ashtaroth, and the gods 
of Syria, and the gods of Zidon, and the gods of Moab, 
and the gods of the children of Ammon, and the gods of 
the Philistines, and forsook the Lord, and served not him. 
And the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel, and He 
sold them into the hands of the Philistines, and into the 
hands of the children of Ammon. And that year they 
vexed and oppressed the children of Israel : eighteen years, 
all the children of Israel that were on the other side Jor- 
dan in the land of the Ajnorites, which is in Gilead. 
Moreover the children of Ammon passed over Jordan to 
fight also against Judah, and against Benjamin, and 
against the house of Ephraim; so that. Israel was sore 
distressed. 

And the children of Israel cried unto the Lord, saying, 
' We have sinned against thee, both because we have 
^ forsaken our Gip, and also served Baalim.' And the 
Lord said unto the children of Israel — 

* Did not I deliver you from the Eg3i)tlans, and from the 
*Amorlt68, from the children of Ammon, and trom the 

• * PhUlBtines? The Zldonlajis also, and the AmaleUteB, and 

* the Haonltes, did oppress you ; and ye cried to me, and I 

* delivered you out of their hand. Yet ye have forsaken me, 

* and served other gods : wherefore I wUI deliver you no 
. < more. Gto and cry unto the gods which ye have chosen ; 

* let them deliver you In the time of your tribulation.* 

* 

And the children of Israel said unto the Lord, *We have 
' sinned : do thou unto us whatsoever seemeth good unto 
* thee ; deliver us only, we pray thee, this day.' And they 
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put away the strange gods from among them, and served the 
Lord : and His soul was grieved for the misery of Israel 
Then the children of Ammon were gathered together, 
and encamped in Gilead. And the children of Israel 
assembled themselves together, and encamped in Mizpeh. 
And the people and princes of Gilead said one to another, 

* What man is he that will begin to fight against the 
' children of Amnion ? he shall be head over all the inhabit- 

* ants of Gilead/ 

l^ovr Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man of valour. 
iBEe was thrust forth by his brethren, and dwelt in Tob. 
And it was so, that when the children of Ammon made 
war against Israel, the elders of Gilead went to fetch 
Jephthah out of the land of Tob : and they said unto 
Jephthah, * Come, and be our captain, that we may fight 

* with the children of Ammon/ And Jephthah said unto 
the elders of Gilead, ' Did not ye hate me, and expel me 

* out of my father's house ? and why are ye come unto me 
'now when ye are in distress V And the elders of Gilead 
said unto Jephthah, ' Therefore we turn again to thee now, 
' that thou mayest go with us, and fight against the 
' children of Ammon, and be our head over all the in- 
' habitants of Gilead/ And Jephthah said unto the elders 
of Gilead, ' If ye bring me home again to fight against the 

* children of Ammon, and the Lord deliver them before 

* me, shall I be your head ? ' And the elders of Gilead 
said unto Jephthah, ' The Lord be witness between us, if 
' we do not so according to thy words.' Then Jephthah 
went with the elders of Gilead, and the people made him 
head and captain over them : and Jephthah uttered all his 
words before the Lord in Mizpeh. 

And Jephthah sent messengers unto the king of the 
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children of Ammon, saying, * What hast thou to do with 
' me, that thou art come against me to fight in my land ? ' 
And the king of the children of Ammon answered unto 
the messengers of Jephthah, ' Because Israel took away my 
* land, when they came up out of Egypt, from Arnon even 
' unto Jabbok, and unto Jordan : now therefore restore 
' those lands again peaceably/ 

' And Jephthah sent messengers again unto the king of 
the children of Ammon : and said unto him, ' Thus saith 
^ Jephthah, Israel took not away the land of Moab, nor 
the land of the children of Ammon : but when Israel 
came up from Egypt, and walked through the wilderness 
unto the Bed Sea, and came to Kadesh ; then Israel sent 
messengers unto the king of Edom, saying, *^ Let me, I 
pray thee, pass through thy land : " but the king of 
Edom would not hearken thereto. And in like manner 
they sent unto the king of Moab : but he would not 
consent : and Israel abode in Kadesh. Then they went 
along through the wilderness, and compassed the land of 
Edom, and the land of Moab, and came by the east side 
of the land of Moab, and pitched on the other side of 
Arnon, but came not within the border of Moab : for 
Arnon was the border of Moab. And Israel sent mes- 
sengers unto Sihon king of the Amorites, the king of 
Heshbon ; and Israel said unto him, "Let us pass, we 
pray thee, through thy land into my place." But 
Sihon trusted not Israel to pass through bis coast : but 
Sihon gathered all his people together, and pitched in 
Jahaz, and fought against Israel. And the Lord God 
of Israel delivered Sihon and all his people into the hand 
of Israel, and they smote them : so Israel possessed all 
the land of the Amorites, the inhabitants of that country. 
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And they possessed all the coasts of the Amorites, from 
Arnon even unto Jabbok, and from the wilderness even 
unto Jordan. So now the Lobd God of Israel hath dis- 
possessed the Amorites from before his people Israel, and 
shouldest thou possess it ) Wilt not thou possess that 
which Chemosh thy god giveth thee to possess? So 
whomsoever the Lord our Gk)D shall drive out from 
before' us, them will we possess. And now art thou any- 
thing better than Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab ? 
did he ever strive against Israel, or did he ever £ght 
against them, while Israel ' dwelt in Heshbon and her 
towns, and in Aroer and her towns, and in all the cities 
that be along by the coasts of Arnon? Wherefore I 
have not sinned . against thee, but thou doest me wrong 
to war against me : the Lobd the Judge be judge this 
day between the children of Israel Jand the children of 
Ammon/ 

Howbeit the king of the children of Ammon hearkened 
not unto the words of Jephthah which he sent him. 
Then the Spirit of the Lobd came upon Jephthah, and he 
passed over Gilead, and Manasseh, and passed over Mizpeh 
of Gilead, and from Mizpeh of Gilead he passed over unto 
the children of Ammon. And Jephthah vowed a vow 
unto the Lobd, and said, ' If thou shalt without fail 

* deliver the children of Ammon into mine hands, then 

* it shall be, that whatsoever com^ forth of the doors of 

* my house to meet me, when I return in peace from the 

* children of Ammon, shall surely be the Lobd's, and I 

* will offer it up for a burnt-offering/ 

So Jephthah passed over unto the children of Ammon 
to fight against them ; and the Lobd delivered them into 
his hands. And he smote them from Aroer, even till 
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thou come to Minnith, even twenty cities, and unto the 
plain of the vineyards, with a very great slaughter. Thus 
the children of Ammon were subdued before the children 
of Israel 

And Jephthah came to Mizpeh unto his house, and, 
behold, his dailghter came out to meet him with timbrels 
and with dances : and she was his only child ; beside her 
he had neither son nor daughter. And it came to pass, 
when he saw her, that he rent his clothes, and said, 

* Alas, my daughter ! thou hast brought me very low, and 
' thou, art one of them that trouble me : for I have opened 

* my mouth unto the Lobd, and I cannot go back.' And 
she said unto him, * My father, if thou hast opened thy 

* mouth unto the Loeb, do to me according to that which 
^ hath proceeded out of thy mouth ; forasmuch as the 
' LoBD hath taken vengeance for thee of thine enemies, 

* even of the children of Ammon.' And she said unto 
her father, ' Let this thing be done for me : let me alone 

* two months, that I may go up and down upon the 

* mountains, and bewail my virginity, I and my fellows.' 
And he said, * Go.' And he sent her away for two months : 
and she went with her companions, and bewailed her 
virginity upon the mountains. And it came to pass at the 
end of two months, that she returned unto her father, who 
did with her according to his vow which he had vowed. 
And it was a custom in Israel, that the daughters of Israel 
went yearly to lament the daughter of Jephthah the 
Gileadite four days in a year. 

And the men of Ephraim gathered themselves together, 
and went northward, and said unto Jephthah, ' Wherefore 

* passedst thou over to fight against the children of Ammon, 
' and didst not call us to go with thee ? we will bum thiub 

II. /J? B 
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' house upon thee with fire.' And Jephthah said nnto 
them, ^I and my people were at great strife with the 

* children of Ammon ; and when I called jou, ye delivered 

* me not out of their hands. And when I saw that ye 
' delivered me not, I pat my life in my hands, and passed 
' over against the children of Ammon, and the Loed 
' delivered them into my hand : wherefore then are ye 
' come np unto me this day, to fight against meV 

Then Jephthah gathered together all the men of Gilead, 
and fought with Ephraim : and the men of Gilead smote 
Ephraim, because they said, ' Ye Gileadites are fugitives 
^ of Ephraim among the Ephraimites, and among the 
' Manassites.' And the Gileadites took the passages of 
Jordan before the Ephraimites : and it was so, that when 
those Ephraimites which were escaped said, ' Let me go 
^ over ; ' that the men of Gilead said unto him, ^ Art thou an 
' Ephraimite V If he said, ' Nay ; ' then said they unto 
him, ' Say now Shibboleth : ' and he said, ' Sibboleth : ' for 
he could not frame to pronounce it right. Then they took 
him, and slew him at the passages of Jordan : and there fell 
at that time of the Ephraimites forty and two thousand. 

And Jephthah judged Israel six years. Then died Jeph- 
thah the Gileadite, and was buried in one of the cities of 
GUead. 

And after him Ibzan of Beth-lehem judged Israel. 
AfTd he had thirty sons, and thirty daughters, whom he 
sent abroad, and took in thirty daughters from abroad for 
his sons. And, he judged Israel seven years. Then died 
Ibzan, and was buried at Beth-lehem. 

And after him, Mon, a Zebulonite, judged Israel ; and 
he judged Israel ten years. And Elon the Zebulonite 
died, and was buried in Aijalon in the country of Zebulun. 
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And after him Abdon the son of Hillel^ a Pirathonite, 
judged Israel. And he had forty sons and thirty nephews, 
that rode on threescore and ten ass-colts : and he judged 
Israel eight years. And Abdon the son of Hillel the Pira- 
thonite died, and was buried in Pirathon, in the land of 
Ephraim, in the mount of the Amalekites. 

And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of 
the LoBD ; and the Lobd delivered them into the hands 
of the Philistines forty years. 

And there was a certain man of Zorah, of the family of 
the Danites, whose name was Manoah ; and his wife was 
barren. And the angel of the Lobd appeared unto the 
woman, and said unto her, * Behold now, thou shalt bear 
' a son. Now therefore beware, I pray thee, and drink 

* not wine nor strong drink, and eat not any unclean thing : 
' for, 16, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son ; and no razor 
' shall come on his head : for the child shall be a Nazarite 
' unto God : and he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the 

* hand of the Philistines.' 

Then the woman came and told her husband, saying, 

* A man of God came unto me, and his countenance was 
' like the countenance of an angel of God, very terrible : 
' but I asked him not whence he was, neither told he me his 
^ name : but he said unto me, <^ Behold, thou shalt con- 
' ceive, and bear a son ; and now drink no wine nor strong 

* drink, neither eat any imclean thing ; for the child shall 
' be a Nazarite to God to the day of his death.'' ' 

Then Manoah entreated the Lobd, and said, 'O my 

* Lobd, let the man of God which thou didst send come 

* again unto us, and teach us what we shall do unto the 
' child that shall be born.' And God hearkeQed to the 
voice of Manoah ; and the angel of God came again unto 
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tlie woman as she sat in the field : but Manoah her hns- 
band was not with her. And the woman made haste, 
and ran, and showed her husband, and said unto him, 

* Behold, the man hath appeared unto me, that came unto 
' me the other day.' And Manoah arose, and went after 
his wife, and came to the man, and said unto him, ^ Art 
' thou the man that spakest unto the woman?' And he 
said, *I am.' And Manoah said, * Now let thy words 
' come to pass. How shall we order the child, and how 

* shall we do unto him? ' And the angel of the Lobd said 
' unto Manoah, ' Of all that I said unto the woman let 
' her beware. She may not eat of any thing that cometh 
^ of the vine, neither let her drink wine or strong drink, 
' nor eat any unclean thing : all that I commanded her let 

* her observe.' 

And Manoah said unto the angel of the Lord, ' I pray 
' thee, let us detain thee, until we shall have made ready 
' a kid for thee.' And the angel of the Lord said unto 
Manoah, * Though thou detain me, I will not eat of thy 
' bread : and if thou wilt offer a burnt-offering, thou must 
' offer it unto the Lord.' For Manoah knew not that he 
wafi an angel of the Lord. And Manoah said unto the 
angel of the Lord, ' What is thy name, that when thy 
' sayings come to pass we may do thee honour ? ' And the 
angel of the .Lord said unto him, ' Why askest thon thus 
'after my name, seeing it is secret?' So Manoah took 
a kid with a meat-offering, and offered it upon a rock unto 
the Lord : and the angel did wondrously ; and Manoah and 
his wife looked on. For it came to pass, when the flame 
went up toward heaven from off the altar, that the angel 
of the Lord ascended in the flame of the altar. And 
Manoah and his wife looked on it, and fell on their faces 
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to the ground. But the angel of the Lord did no more 
appear to Manoah and to his wife. Then Manoah knew 
that he was an angel of the Lord. And Manoah said 
unto his wife, * We shall surely die, because we have seen 

* God.' But his wife said unto him, * If the Lord were 

* pleased to kill us, He would not have received a burnt- 

* offering and a meat-offering at our hands, neither would 
' He have showed us all these things, nor would as at this 
^ time have told us such things as these.' 

And the woman bare a son, and called his name 8amson : 
and the Child grew, and the Lord blessed him. 

And he judged Israel in the days of the Philistines 
twenty years. 

And it was told the Gazites, saying, * Samson is come 
' hither/ And they compassed him in, and laid wait for 
him all night in the gate of the city, and were quiet all 
the night, saying, ' In the morning, when it is day, we 
' shall kill him.' And Samson lay till midnight, and arose 
at midnight, and took the doors of the gate of the city, 
and the two posts, and went away with them, bar and all, 
and put them upon his shoulders, and carried them up to 
the top of an hill that is before Hebron. 

And it came to pass afterward, that he loved a woman 
in the valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah. And the 
lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and said unto 
her, ' Entice him^ and see wherein his great strength 

* lieth, and by what means we may prevail against him, 

* that we may bind him to afflict him : and we will give 

* thee every one of us eleven hundred pieces of silver.' 

And Delilah said to Samson, 'Tell me, I pray thee, 

* wherein thy great strength lieth, and wherewith thou 

* mightest be bound to afflict thee.' - And Samson said 
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unto her, ' If they bind me with seyen green withs that 
' were never dried, then shall I be weak, and be as another 
' man.' Then the krds of the Philistines brought up to 
her seven green withs which had not been dried, and she 
bound him with them. Now there were men lying in wait, 
abiding with her in the chamber. And she said unto him, 
' The Philistines be upon thee, Samson.' And he brake 
the withs, as a thread of tow is broken when it toucheth 
the fire. So his strength was not known. 

And Delilah said unto Samson, 'Behold, thou hast 
' mocked me, and told me lies : now tell me, I pray thee, 
' wherewith thou mightest be bound.' And he said unto 
her, * If they bind me fast with new ropes that never were 
' occupied, then shall I be weak, and be as another man.' 
Delilah therefore took new ropes, and bound him there- 
with, and said unto him, ' The Philistines be upon thee, 

* Samson.' And there were liers in wait abiding in the 
chamber. And he brake them from off his arms like a 
thread. 

And Delilah said unto Samson, ' Hitherto thou hast 
' mocked me, and told me lies : tell me wherewith thou 

* mightest be bound.' And he said unto her, ' If thou 
' weavest the seven locks of my head with the web.* 
And she fastened it with the pin, and said unto him, 

* The Philistines be upon thee, Samson.' And he awaked 
out of his sle^p, and went away with the pin of the beam, 
and with the web. 

And she said unto him, * How canst thou say, I love 
*• thee, when thine heart is not with me % thou hast mocked 
^ me these three times, and hast not told me wherein thy 

* great strength lieth.' And it came to pass, when she 
pressed him daily with her words, and urged him, so 
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that his soul was vexed unto death ; that he told her all 
his heart, and said unto her, ^ There hath not come a razor 

* upon mine head ; if I be shaven, then my strength will 

* go from me, and I shall become weak, and be. like any 

* other man.' 

And when Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, 
she sent and called for the lords of the Philistines, saying, 
' Come up this once, for he hath showed me all his heart.' 
Then the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and 
brought money in their hand. And she made him sleep 
upon her knees ; and she called for a man, and she caused 
him to shave ofif the seven locks of his head; and she 
began to afiUct him, and his strength went from him. And 
she said, * The Philistines be upon thee, Samson.' And 
he awoke out of his sleep, and said, * I will go out as at 

* other times before, and shake myself.' And he wist not 
that the Lord was departed from him. But the Philis- 
tines took him, and put out his eyes, and brought him 
down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of brass ; and 
he did grind in the prison house. 

Howbeit the hair of his head began to grow again after 
he was shaven. Then the lords of the Philistines gathered 
them together for to offer a great sacrifice unto Dagon their 
god, and to rejoice : for they said, * Our god hath delivered 
' Samson our enemy into our hand.' And when the people 
saw him, they praised their god : for they said, ^ Our god 
' hath delivered into our hands our enemy, and the de- 

* stroyer of our country, which slew many of us.* And it 
came to pass, when their hearts were merry, that they said, 
' Call for Samson, that he may make us sport.' And they 
called for Samson out of the prison-house ; and he made 
them sport : and they set^him between the pillars. And 
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Samson said vunto the lad that held him by the hand, 
' Suffer me that I may feel the pillars whereupon the house 
' standeth, that I may lean upon -them.' Now the house 
was full of men and women ; and all the lords of the 
Philistines were there j and there were upon the roof about 
three thousand men and women, that beheld while Samson 
made sport. And Samson called unto the Lokb, and said, 

* Lord God, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen 

* me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may be 
' at once avenged of the Philiatines for my two eyes.' 
And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars upon 
which the house stood, and on which it was borne up, of 
the one with his right hand, and of the other with his left. 
And Samson said, ' Let me die with the Philistines.' 
And he bowed himself with all his might ; and the house 
fell upon the lords, and upon all the people that were 
therein. So the dead which he slew at his death were 
more than they which he slew in his lifa 

Then his brethren and aU the house of his father came 
down, and took him, and brought him up, and buried him 
between Zorah and Eshtaol in the burying-place of Manoah 
his father. And he judged Israel twenty years. 



THE FIEST BOOK OF SAMUEL. 



SAMUEL. 

There was a certain man of mount Ephridm, and his 
name was Elkanah, and he had two wives; the nanoe 
of the one was Hannah, and the name of the other 
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J. 

Fenlnnali : and Feninnah liad children, but Hannah had 
no children. 

And this man went up out of his city yearly to worship 
and to sacrifice unto the Lord of hosts in Shiloh. And 
Hannah went up to the house of the Lord in Shiloh, 
and rose up after they had eaten and after they had drunk. 
(Now Eli the priest sat upon a seat by a post of the 
temple of the Lobd.) And she was in bitterness of soul, 
and prayed unto the Lord, and wept sore. And she 
vowed a vow, and said, * Lord of hosts, if thou wilt 
^ indeed look on the affliction of thine handmaid, and 

* remember me, aoid not forget thine handmaid, but wilt 

* give unto thine handmaid a man-child, then I will give 
' him unto the Lord all the days of his life, and there 
^' ^all no 'razor come upon his head/ 

And it came to pass, as she continued praying before the 
Lord, that Eli marked her mouth. Now Hannah, she 
spake in her heart ; only her lips moved, but her voice was 
not heard : therefore Eli thought she had been drunken. 
And Eli said unto her, * How long wilt thou be drunken 1 

* put away thy wine from thee.' And Hannah answered 
and said, * No, my lord, I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit : 
' I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but have 

* poured out my soul before the Lord.' Then Eli answered 
and said, * Go in peace : and the God of Israel grant thee 
' thy petition that thou hast asked of him.' And she said, 
^ Let thine handmaid find grace in thy sight.' So the 
woman went her way, and did eat, and her countenance 
was no more sad. 

And they rose up in the morning early, and worshipped 
before the Lord, and returned, and came to their house to 
Kamah : and it came to pass that she bare a son, and called 
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his name Sarnud^ saying, ' Because I liaye asked him of 

* the Lord.' 

And the man Elkanah, and all his house, went up to 
offer unto the Lobd the yearly sacrifice, and his vow. But 
Hannah went not up ; for she said unto her husband, ' I 
' will not go up until the child be weaned, and then I wiU 
' bring him, that he may appear before the Lord, and there 

* abide for ever.' And Elkanah her husband said unto 
her, ' Do what seemeth thee good ; tarry until thou have 
' weaned him j only the Lord establish his word.' So 
the woman abode, and gave her son suck until she weaned 
him. 

And when she had weaned him, she took him up with 
her, with three bullocks, and one ephah of flour, and a 
bottle of wine, and brought him unto the house of the 
Lord in SMloh : and the chUd was young. And they slew 
a bullock, and brought the child to Eli And she said, 

* my lord, as thy soul liveth, my lord, I am the woman 

* that stood by thee here, praying unto the Lord. For this 
' child I prayed ; and the Lord hath given me my petition 
' which I asked of Him : therefore also I have lent him to 
' the Lord ; as long as he liveth he shall be lent to the 
' Lord.' 

And Elkanah went to Bamah to his house. And the 
child did minister unto the Lord before Eli the priest. 

And the word of the Lord was precious in those days ; 
there was no open vision. And it came to pass sA that 
time, when Eli was laid down in his place, and his eyes 
began to wax dim, that he could not see ; and ere the lamp 
of God went out in the temple of the Lord, where the ark 
of God was, and Samuel was laid down to sleep ; that the 
Lord called Samuel: and he answered, ' Here am L* And 
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he ran unto Eli, and said, 'Here am I j for thou caUedst 
' me/ And he said, ' I called not ; lie down again.' And 
he went and lay down. And the Lobd called yet again — 

* Samuel/ 

And Samuel arose and went to Eli, and said, ' Here am I j 
' for thou didst call me.' And he answered, ' I called not, 

* my son ; lie down again.' Now Samuel did not yet 
know the Lord, neither was the word of the Lobd yet 
revealed unto him. And the Lord called Samuel again 
the third time. And he arose and went to Eli, and said, 
' Here am I ; for thou didst call me.' And Eli perceived 
that the Lord had called the child. Therefore Eli said 
unto Samuel, ' Qo, lie down : and it shall be, if He call 

* thee, that thou shalt say, " Speak, Lord, for thy servant 

* heareth."' So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

And the Lord came, and stood, and called as at other 

times — 

! Samuel, Samuel.* 

Then Samuel answered^ * Speak ; for thy servant heareth.' 
And the Lord said to Samuel — 

* Beliold, I will do a tblnsr in Israel, at wUcli lK)th the ears 

< of every one tliat heareth it BliaU tingle. I& that day! will 

* perform agaiiut Eli all things whicdi Z have spoken con- 
« cemlng his house: when I begin, I will also make an end. 

* For I have told him that Z wUl Judge his house for ever for 
« the iniquity which he knoweth ; because his sons made 

* themselves vUe, and he restrained them not. And there- 

< fore Z have sworn unto the house of Eli, that the iniquity 

* of Eli's house shall not be purged with saczlflce nor offer- 

* lag for ever.* 

And Samuel lay until the morning, and opened the 
doors of the house of the Lord. And Samuel feared to 



28 BIBLE BEADING LESSONS. 

show £11 the visioiL Then Eli called Samuel, and said, 
' Samuel, my son.' And he answered, ' Here am I.' And 
he said, * What is the thing that the Lord hath said unto 

* theel I pray thee hide it not from me ; God do so to 

* thee, and more also, if thou hide any thing from me of 
' all the things that Hjb said unto thee.' And Samuel told 
him every whit, and hid nothing from him. And he said, 
' It is the Lord : let him do what seemeth him good.' 

And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him, and did 
let none of his words fall ^to the ground. And all Israel 
from Dan even to Beer-sheba k&ew that Samuel was 
established to be a prophet of the Lord. And the Lord 
appeared again in Shiloh : and the word of Samuel came 
to all Israel. 

Now Israel went out against the Philistines to battle, 
and pitched beside Eben-ezer : and the Philistines pitched 
in ApheL And the Philistines put themselves in array 
against Israel: and when they joined battle, Israel was 
smitten before the Philistines : and they slew of the army 
in the field about four thousand men.' 

And when the people were come into the camp, the 
elders of Israel said, ' Wherefore hath the Lord smitten us 
' to-day before the Philistines ? Let us fetch the ark of 
< the covenant of the Lord out of Shiloh. unto us, that, 
^when it cometh among us, it may save us out of the 

* hand of our enemies.* So the people sent to Shiloh, that 
they might bring from thence the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord of hosts, which dw^eth between the cherubim : 
and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were there 
with the ark of the covenant of God. And when the ark 
of the covenant of the Lord came into the camp, all Israel 
shouted with a great shout, so that the earth rang agaiQ. 
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And when the Philistines heard the noise of the shout, 
they said, ' What meaneth the. noise of this great shout in 

* the camp of the Hebrews? ' And they understood that 
the ark of the Lord was come into the camp. And the 
Philistines were" afraid, for they said, ' God is come into 

* the camp.' And they said, 'Woe unto us! for there hath 

* not been such a thing heretofore. Woe unto us ! who 
' shall deliver us out of the hand of these mighty Gods T 

* these are the Gods that smote the Egyptians with all the 

* plagues in the wilderness. Be strong, and quit your- 

* selves like men, ye Philistines, that ye be not servants 

* unto the Hebrews, as they have been to you : quit your* 

* selves like men, and fight.' 

And the Philistines fought, and Israel was smitten, and 
they fled every man into his tent : and there was a very 
great slaughter; for there fell of Israel thirty thousand 
footmen. And the ark of God was taken ; and the two 
sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were slain. 

And there ran a man of Bfenjamin out of the army, and 
came to Shiloh the same day with his clothes rent, and 
with earth upon his head. And when he came, lo, Eli sat 
upon a seat by the wayside watching : for his heart 
trembled for the ark of God. And when the man came 
into the city, and told it, all the city cried out. And 
when Eli heard the noise of the crying, he said, 'What 
' meaneth the noise of this tumult 1 ' And the man came 
in hastily, and told Eli. Now Eli was ninety and eight 
years old; and his eyes were dim, that he could not see. 
And the man said unto Eli, * I am he that came out of the 

* army, and I fled to-day -out of the army.' And he said, 

* What is there done, my son 1 ' And the messenger 
answered and said, * Israel is fled before the Philistines, 
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' and there hath been also a great slaughter among the 
' people, and thy two sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, are 
< dead, and the ark of Ood is taken.' And it came to pass, 
when he made mention of the ark of God, that he fell from 
off the seat backward by the side of the gate, and his neck 
brake, and he died : for he was an old man, and heavy. 
A.nd he had judged Israel forty years. 

And the Fhilistines took the ark of Qod, and brought it 
from Eben-ezer unto Ashdod. When the Fhilistines took 
the ark of Qod, they brought it into the house of Dagon, 
and set it by Dagon. And when they of Ashdod arose 
early on the morrow, behold, Dagon was fallen upon his 
face to the earth before the ark of the Lorp. And they 
took Dagon, and set him in his place again. And when 
they arose early on the morrow morning, behold, Dagon 
was fallen upon his face to the ground before the ark of the 
LoBD ; and the head of Dagon and both the palms of his 
hands were cut off upon the threshold ; only the stump 
of Dagon was left to him. 

But the hand of the Lobd was heavy upon tliem of 
Ashdod, and He smote them with a sore disease^ and 
destroyed them. 

Therefore they sent the ark of God to Ekron. And it 
came to pass, as the ark of God came to Ekron, that the 
Ekronites cried out, saying, * They have brought about the 

* ark of the God of Israel to us, to slay us and our people.' 
So they sent and gathered together all the lords of the 
Philistines, and said, ' Send away the ark of the Goi> of 

* Israel, and let it go again to his own place, that it slay 

* us not, and our people.' For there was a deadly destruc- 
tion throughout all the city ; the hand of God was veiy 
heavy there. 
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And the ark of the Lobd was in the country of the 
Philistines seven months. And the Philistines called for 
the priests and the diviners, saying, * What shall we do to 
' the ark of the Lord ? tell us wherewith we shall send it 

* to his place.' And they said, ' If ye send away the ark 

* of the Gob of Israel, send it not empty ; but in any wise 

* return him a trespass-offering : then ye shall be healed, 
' and it shall be known to you why his hand is not removed 

* from you.' 

And the men did so ; and took two milch kine, and tied 
them to the cart, and shut up their calves at home : and 
they laid the ark of the Lord upon the cart. And the 
kine took the straight way to the way of Beth-shemesh, 
and went along the highway, Igwing as they went, and 
tnmed not aside to the right hand or to the left ; and the 
lords of the Philistines went after them unto the border of 
Beth-shemesh. And they of Beth-shemesh were reaping 
their wheat harvest in the valley : and they iifted up their 
eyes, and saw the ark, and rejoiced to see it. And the 
cart came into the field of Joshua, a Beth-shemite, and 
stood there, where there was a great- stone : and they clave 
the wood of the cart, and offered the kine a burnt offering 
unto the Lord. And the Levites took down the ark of the 
LiORD, and the coffer that was with it, wherein the jewels 
of gold were, and put them on the great stone : and the 
men of Beth-shemesh offered burnt offerings and sacrificed 
sacrifices the same day unto the Lord. And when the five 
lords of the Philistines had seen it, they returned to Ekron 
the same day. 

And He smote the men of Beth-shemesh, because they 
had looked into the ark of the Lord, even fifty thousand 
and threescore and ten men : and the people lamented, be- 
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cause the Lord had smitten many of the people with a great 
slaughter. And the men of Beth-shemesh said, ' Who is 

* able to stand before this holy Lord God? and to wbom 

* shall He go up from us 1 ' And they sent messengers to 
the inhabitants of Kirjath-jearim, saying, * The Philistines 

* have brought again the ark of the Lord ; come ye down, 

* and fetch it up to you.' And the men of Kirjath-jearim 
came, and fetched up the ark of the Lord, and brought it 
into the house of Abinadab in the hill, and sanctified 
Eleazar his son to keep the ark of the Lord. 

And it came to pass, while the ark abode in Kiijath- 
jearim, that the time was long ; for it was twenty years ; 
and all the house of Israel lamented after the Lord. And 
Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel, saying, ^ If ye 

* do return unto the Lord with all your hearts, then put 

* away the strange gods from among you, and prepare your 

* hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only : and He will 

* deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines.' Then th« 
children of Israel did put away Baalim and Ashtaroth, and 
served the Lord only. And Samuel said, * Gather all 

* Israel to Mizpeh, and I will pray for you unto the Lord.' 
And they gathered together to Mizpeh, and drew water, 
and poured it out before the Lord, and fasted on that 
day, and said there, ' We have sinned against the Lord.' 
And Samuel judged the children of Israel in Mizpeh. 

And when the Philistines heard that the children of 
Israel were gathered together to Mizpeh, the lords of the 
Philistines went up against Israel. And when the children 
of Israel heard it, they were afraid of the Philistines. And 
the children of Israel said to Samuel, * Cease not to cry 
' unto the' Lord our God for us, that He will save us out 

* of the hand of the Philistines'.* And Samuel took a 
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sucking lamb, and offered it for a burnt-offering wholly 
unto the Lord : and Samuel cried unto the Lord for 
Israel; and the Lord heard him. And as Samuel was 
offering up the burnt-offering, the PhilisUnes drew near to 
battle against Israel : but the Lord thundered with a great 
thunder on that day upon the Philistines, and discomfited 
them ; and they were smitten before Israel. And the men 
of Israel went out of Mizpeh, and pursued the Philistines, 
and smote them, until they came under Beth-car. Then 
Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh and Shen, 
and called the name of it Eben-e^er, sayings 'Hitherto 
* hath the Lord helped us.' So the Philistines were 
subdued, and they came no more into the coast of Israel : 
and t^e hand of the Lord was against the Philistines all 
the days of Samuel. And the cities which the Philistines 
had taken from Israel were restored to Israel, from Ekron 
even unto Gath ; and the coasts thereof did Israel deliver 
out of the hands of the Philistines. And there was peace 
between Israel and the Amorites. 

And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. And 
be went from year to year in circuit to Beth -el, and Gilgal, 
and Mizpeh, and judged Israel in all those places. And 
his return was to Baraah ; for there was his house ; and 
there he judged Israel ; and there he built an altar unto 
the Lord. 

And it came to pass, when Samuel was old, that he 

made his sons judges over Israel. Now the name of his 

first-born was Joel ; and the name of his second, Abiah : 

they were judges in Beer-sheba. And his sons walked not 

in his ways, but turned aside after lucre, and took bribes, 

and perverted judgment. 

Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves together, 
Ti, a 
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and came to Samuel unto Eamab, and said unto him, 
' Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways : 
' now make us a king to judge us like all the nations.' 
But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, * Give 

* us a king to judge us.* And Samuel prayed unto the 
Lord. And the Lord said unto Samuel — 

* Hearken unto tbe yolce of the j>eople In all tliat tliey say 
' nnto tliee : for they have not rejected thee, hut they have 

* r^ected me, that I should not reign oyer them. Accord- 

* ing to all the works which they have done since the day 

* that I hronght them up out of Egypt even unto this day, 

* wherewith they have forsaken me, and served other gods, 

* so do they also unto thee. Now therefore hearken unto 

* their voice : howheit yet protest solemnly unto them, and 

* show them the maimer of the king that Shall reign over 

* them.' 

And Samuel told all the words of the Lord unto the 
people that asked of him* a king. And he said, ' This will 
^ be the manner of the king that shall reign over you : He 
' will take your sons, and appoint them for himself, for his 
' chariots, and to be his horsemen ; and some shall run 

* before his chariots. And he will appoint him captains 
/ over thousands, and captains over fifties ; and will set 

* them to ear his ground, and to reap his harvest, and to 

* make his instruments of war, and instruments of his 
' chariots. And he will take your daughters to be con- 

* fectionaries^ and to be cooks, and to be bakers. And he 
' will take your fields, and your vineyards, and your olive- 

* yards, even the best of them, and give them to his 

* servants. And he will take the tenth of your seed, and 

* of your vineyards, and give to his officers, and to his 

* servants. And he will take your men-servants and your 

* maid-servants, and your goodliest young men, and your 
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* asses, and put tliem to his work. He will take the tenth 

* of your sheep ; and ye shall be his servants. And ye 

* shall cry out in that day because of your king which ye 

* shall have chosen you ; and the Lobd will not hear you 
' in that day.* 

Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of 
Samuel ; and they said, ' Nay; but we will have a king 
' over us ; that we also may be like all the nations ; and 

* that our king may judge us, and go out before us, and 
' fight our battles.' And Samuel heard all the -words of 
the people, and he rehearsed them in the ears of the Lord. 
And the Lord said to Samuel — 

* Hearken unto their voice, and make them a king.* 

And Samuel said unto the men of Israel, 'Go ye every 

* man unto his city.' 



SAUL. 



Now there was a man of Benjamin, whose name was 
Kish, a mighty man of power. And he had a son, whose 
name was Saul, a choice young man, and a goodly : and 
there was not among the children of Israel a goodlier per- 
son than he : from his shoulders and upward he was higher 
than any of the people. 

And the asses of Kish Saul's father were lost. And 
Kish said to Saul his son, * Take now one of the servants 
' with thee, and arise, go seek the asses.' And he passed 
through mount Ephraim, and passed through the land of 
Shalisha, but they found them not : then they passed 
through the land of Shalim, and there they were not : and 
he passed through the land of the Benjamites, but they, 
found them not. And when they were come to the land 
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of Zuph, Saul said to bis servant that was with him, 
' Come, and let us return ; lest my father leave caring for 

* the asses, and take thought for us.' And he said unto 
him, ' Behold now, there is in this city a man of God, and 
' he is an honourable man ; all that he saith cometh surely 

* to pass : now let us go thither ; peradventure he can show 
' us our way that we should go.' 

Now the Lord had told Samuel in his ear a day before 
Saul came, saying — 

* To-morrow about this time I will send tliee a man out of 

* the land of Benjamin, and thou shalt anoint him to he 

* captain over my people Israel, that he may save my 

* people out of the hand of the FhlllBtlnes : for Z have looked 

* upon my people, because their cry Is come unto me.' 

And when Samuel saw Saul, the Lord said unto him — 

* Behold the man whom I spake to thee of! this same shall 
' reign over my people.' 

Then Saul drew near to Samuel in ,the gate, and said, 

* Tell me, I pray thee, where the seer's house is.' And 
Samuel answered Saul, and said, ' I am the seer : go up 

* before me unto the high place ; for ye shall eat witii me 

* to-day, and to-morrow I will let thee go, and will tell 
' thee all that is in thine heart. And as for thine asses 

* that were lost three days ago, set not thy mind on them ; 

* for they are found. And on whom is all the desire of 

* Israeli Is it not on thee, and on all thy father's housed 
And Saul answered and said, * Am not I a Benjamite, of 
' the smallest of the tribes of Israel 1 and my family the 

* least of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin 1 wiiere- 

* fore then speakest thou so to me 1 ' 

Then Samuel took a vial of oil, and poured it upon 
his head, and kissed him, and said, ' Is it not because 
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' tlie Lord hath anointed thee to be captain over his 

* inheritance 1 ' 

And Samuel called the people together unto the Lord 
to Mizpeh; and said unto the children of Israel, 'Thus 

* saith the Lord God of Israel, " I brought up Israel out 
' of Egypt, and delivered you out of the hand of the 

. ' Egyptians, and out of the hand of all kingdoms, and of 

* them that oppressed you : and ye have this day rejected 

* your God, who himself saved you out of all your adver- 

* sities and your tribulations ; and ye have said unto him, 
' Nay, but set a king over us.** Now therefore present 

* yourselves before the Lord by your tribes, and by your 

* thousands.' 

And when Samuel had caused all the tribes of Israel to 
come near, the tribe of Benjamin was taken. When he 
bad caused the tribe of Benjamin to come near by their 
families, the family of Matri was taken, and Saul the son 
of Kish was taken : and when they sought him, he could 
not be found. 

Therefore they inquired of the Lord further, if the man 
should yet come thither. And the Lord answered — 

* Behold, lie hath hid himself among the stuff/ 

And they ran and fetched him thence : and when he stood 
among the people, he was higher than any of the people 
from his shoulders and upward. 

And Samuel said to all the people, * See ye him whom 
' the Lord hath chosen, that there is none like him among 

* all the people ? * And all the people shouted, and said, 

* God save the king.* Then Samuel told the people the 
manner of the kingdom, and wrote it in a book, and laid 
it up before the Lord. 
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Then said Samuel to the people, * Come, and let us go 

* to Gilgal, and renew the kingdom there.' And all the 
people went to Gilgal ; and there they made Saul king 
before the Lord in Gilgal ; and there they sacrificed sacri- 
fices of peace-ofiferings before the Lord ; and there Saul 
and all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly. 

And Samuel said unto all Israel, * Behold, I have hear- 
' kened unto your voice in all that ye said unto me, and 
^ have made a king over you. And now, behold, the king 

* walketh before you : and I am old and gray-headed ; and, 

* behold, my sons are with you : and I have walked before 

* you from my childhood unto this day. Behold, here I 
' am : witness against me before the Lord, and before his 
' anointed : whose ox have I taken ? or whose ass have 

* I taken ? or whom have I defrauded ? whom have I 

* oppressed ? or of whose hand have I received any bribe 

* to blind mine eyes therewith 1 and I will restore it you.' 
And they said, * Thou hast not defrauded us, nor oppressed 

* ns, neither hast thou taken aught of any man's hand/ 
And he said unto them, ' The Lord is witness against you, 
' and his anointed is witness this day, that ye have not 

* found aught in my hand.' And they answered, * He is 
« witness.' 

And Samuel said unto the people, ^ It is the Lord that 

* advanced Moses and Aaron, and that brought your fathers 

* up out of the land of Egypt. Now therefore stand still, 
' that I may reason with you before the Lord of all the 
' righteous acts of the Lord, which He did to you and to 
' your fathers. When Jacob was come into Egypt, and your 
' fathers cried imto the Lord, then the Lord sent Moses 

* and Aaron, which brought forth your fathers out of 

* Egypt, and made them dwell in this place. And when 
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they forgat the Lord their God, He sold them into the 
hand of Sisera, captain of the host of Hazor, and into the 
hand of the Philistines, and into the hand of the king of 
Moab, and they fought against them. And they cried 
unto the LoED, and said, " We have sinned, because we 
have forsaken the Lord, and have served Baalim and 
Ashtaroth : but now deliver us out of the hand of our 
enemies, and we will serve thee." And the Lord sent 
Jerubbaal, and Bedan, and Jephthah, and Samuel, and 
delivered you out of the hand of your enemies on every 
side, and ye dwelled safe. And when ye saw that Nahash 
the king of the children of Ammon came against you, ye 
said unto me, " Nay ; but a king shall reign over us : " 
when the Lord your God was your king. Now there- 
fore behold the king whom ye have chosen, and whom 
ye have desired I and, behold, the Lord hath set a king 
over you. If ye will fear the Lord, and serve him, and 
obey his voice, and not rebel against the commandment 
of the Lord, then shall both ye and also the king that 
reigneth over you continue following the Lord your 
God : but if ye will not obey the voice of the Lord, but 
rebel against the commandment of the Lord, then shall 
the hand of the Lord be against you, as it was against 
your fathers. Now therefore stand and see this great 
thing, which the Lord will do before your eyes. Is it 
not wieat harvest to-day ] I will call unto the Lord, 
and He shall send thunder and rain ; that ye may per- 
ceive and see that your wickedness is great, which ye 
have done in the sight of the Lord, in asking you a 
king.' 

So Samuel called unto the Lord ; and the Lord sent 
thunder and rain that day : and all the people greatly 
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feared the Lord and Samuel. And all the people said 
unto Samuel, ' Pray for thy servants unto the Lord thy 

* God, that we die not ; for we have added unto all our 
' sins this evil, to ask us a king.' And Samuel said unto 
the people, ' Fear not : ye have done all this wickedness : 

* yet turn not aside from following the Lord, but serve 

* the Lord with all your heart j and turn ye not aside : 
' for then should ye go after vain things^ which cannot 

* profit nor deliver ; for they are vain. For the Lord 

* will not forsake his people for his great name's sake : 
' because it hath pleased the Lord to make you his 

* peopla Moreover as for me, God forbid that I should 

* sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you : but I 

* will teach you the good and the right way : only fear 

* the Lord, and serve him in truth with all your heart : 
' for consider how great things He hath done for you. 

* But if ye shall still do wickedly, ye shall be consumed, 

* both ye and your king.' 

And there was sore war against the Philistines all the 
days of Saul : and when Saul saw any strong man, or any 
valiant man, he took him unto him. Samuel also said 
unto Saul, * The Lord sent me to anoint thee to be king 
' over his people, over Israel : now therefore hearken 

* thou unto the voice of the words of the Lord. Thus 

* saith the Lord of hosts, *' I remember that which Amalek 

* did to Israel, how he laid wait for him in the way, when 

* he came up from Egypt. Now go and smite Amalek, 

* and utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them 

* not ; but slay both man and woman, infant and suckling, 

* ox and sheep, camel and ass." ' 

And Saul gathered the people together, and numbered 
them in Telaim, two hundred thousand footmen, and ten 
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thousand men of Judab. And Saul came to a city of 
Amalek, and laid wait in the valley. And Saul said unto 
the Kenites, ' Go, depart, get you down from among the 

* Amalekites, lest I destroy you with them : for ye showed 

* kindness to all the children of Israel, when they came up 
' out of Egypt.' So the Kenites departed from among the 
Amalekites. And Saul smote the Amalekites from Havilah 
until thou comest to Shur, that is over against Egyp6. 
And he took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive, and 
utterly destroyed all the people with the edge of the sword. 
But Saul and the people spared Agag, and the best of the 
sheep, and of the oxen, and of the fatlings, and the lambs> 
and all that was good, and would not utterly destroy 
them : but everything that was vile and refuse, that they 
destroyed utterly. 

Then c*ame the wojd of the Lokd unto Samuel, saying — 

' It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be king : for 
' he l8 turned back from following me, and hath not per- 
* formed my conmiandments.' 

And it grieved . Samuel ; and he cried unto the Lord all 
night. And when Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the 
morning, it was told Samuel, saying, * Saul came to Car- 
' mel, and, behold, he set him up a place, and is gone 
' about, and passed on, and gone down to Gilgal.' 

And Samuel came to Saul : and Saul said unto him, 

* Blessed be thou of the Lord : I have performed the 
' commandment of the Lord.' An^ Samuel said, ' What 
' meaneth then this bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and 
< the lowing of the oxen which I hear ? ' And Saul said, 

* They have brought them from the Amalekites : for the 
^ people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen, to 
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' sacrifice unto the Lord thy God; and the rest we have 

* uttjerly destroyed/ Then Samuel said unto Saul, * Stay, 
^ and I will tell thee what the Lobd hath said to me this 

* night' And he said unto him, ' Say on.' • 

And Samuel said, * When thou wast little in thine own 
' sight, wast thou not made the head of the tribes of Israel, 
^ and the Lord anointed thee king over Israel 1 And the 

* Lord sent thee on a journey, and said, " Go and utterly 
' destroy the sinners the Amalekites, and fight against 

* them until they be consumed." Wherefore lihen didst 

* thou not obey the yoice of the Lord, but didst fly upon 

* the spoil, and didst evil in the sight of the Lord 1 ' And 
Saul said unto Samuel, * Yea, I have obeyed the voice of 

* the LoRp, and have gone the way which the Lord 

* sent me, and have brought Agag the king of Amalek, 
' and have utterly destroyed the Amalekites. But the 

* people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief of the 

* things which should have been utterly destroyed, to sac- 

* rifice unto the Lord thy God in Gilgal.' And Samuel 
said, ' Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt-offerings 
' and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord 1 

* Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken 
' than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of 

* witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. 
' Because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, He 

* hath also rejected thee from being king.* And Saul said 
unto Samuel, * I have sinned : for I have transgressed the 

* commandment of the Lord, and thy words : because I 

* feared the people, and obeyed their voice. Now there- 

* fore, I pray thee, pardon my sin, and turn again with 

* me, that I may worship the Lord.' And Samuel said 
unto Saul, * I will not return with thee : for thou hast 
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* rejected the word of the Lord, and the Lord hath 

* rejected thee from being king over Israel.' And as 
Samuel turned about to go away, he laid hold upon the 
skirt of his mantle, and it rent. And Samuel said unto 
him, *The Lord hath rent the kingdom of Israel from 

* thee this day, and hath given it to a neighbour of thine, 
' that is better than thou. And also the Strength of 

* Israel will not lie nor repent : for Hb is noh a man that 

* He should repent.' Then he Said, * I have sinned : yet 

* honour me now, I pray thee, before the elders of my 

* people, and before Israel, and turn again with me, that 

* I may worship the Lord thy God.' So Samuel turned 
again after Saul ; and Saul worshipped the Lord. 

Then said Samuel, * Bring ye hither to me Agag the 

* king of the Amalekites.' And Agag came unto him 
delicately. And Agag said, * Surely the bitterness of 

* death is past.' And Samuel said, * As thy sword hath 

* made women childless, so shall thy mother be childless 
' among women.' And Samuel hewed Agag in piee 
before the Lord in GilgaL 

Then Samuel went to Bamah ; and Saul went up to his 
house to Gibeab of Saul. And Samuel came no' more to 
see Saul until the day of his death : nevertheless Samuel 
mourned for SauL 

And the Lord repented that he had made Saul king 
over Israel. And the Lord said unto Samuel — 

' How long: wilt thou monm for Saul, seeing I have rejected 
' Urn from relgnlns: over Israel ? fill thine horn with oil 
' and go, I will send thee to Jesse the Beth-Iehexnlte ; for I 
* have provided me a king among his sons.' 

And Samuel did that which the Lord spake, and came 
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to Beth-lehem. And the elders of the town trembled at 
his coming, and said, ' Comest thou peaceably ? ' And he 
said, ' Peaceably : I am come to sacrifice unto the Loud : 

* sanctify yourselves, and come with me to the- sacrifice.' 
And he sanctified Jesse and his sons, and called them to 
the sacrifice. And it came to pass, when they were 
come, that he looked on Eliab, and said, ' Surely the 
' Lord's anointed is before Him. But the Lord said unto 
Samuel — 

' Look not on his countenance, or on the height of Ms sta- 
< ture ; because I have refused him : for the LORD Beeth 

* not as man seeth ; for man looketh on the outward appear- 
' ance, hut the LOBJ) looketh on the heart.' 

Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before 
Samuel. And he said, * Neither hath the Lord chosen 

* this.' Then Jesse made Shammah to pass by. And he 
said, * Neither hath the Lord chosen this.' Again, Jesse 
made seven of his sons to pass before Samuel. And 
Samuel said unto Jesse, * The Lord hath not chosen 
' these.' And Samuel said unto Jesse, * Are here all thy 

* children 1 ' And he said, * There remaineth yet the 

* youngest, and, behold, lie keepeth the sheep.' And 
Samuel said unto Jesse, * Send and fetch him : for we 
' will not sit down till he come hither.* And he sent, and 
brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and of a beautiful 
countenance, and goodly to look to. And the Lord said — 

* Arise, anoint him ; for this is he.' 

Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in 
the midst of his brethren : and the Spirit of the Lord 
came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel 
rose up, and went to Eamah. 
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But the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and an 
evil spirit from the Lord troubled him. And Saul's ser- 
vant said unto him, ' Behold now, an evil spirit from God 

* troubleth thee. Let our lord now command thy servants, 

* which are before thee, to seek out a man, who is a cunning 

* player on an harp : and it shall come to pass, when the 

* evil spirit from God is upon thee,, that he shall play with 
' his hand, and thou shalt be well.' • And Saul said unto 
his servants, ' Provide me now a man that can play well, 

* and bring him to me.' Then answered one of the ser- 
vants, and said, * Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse the 

* Beth-lehemite, that is cunning in playing, and a mighty 

* valiant man, and a man of war, and prudent in matters, 

* and a comely person, and the Lord is with him.' Where- 
fore Saul sent mess^gers unto Jesse, and said, * Send me 

* David, thy son, which is with the sheep.' And Jesse 
took an ass laden with bread, and a bottle of wine, and a 
kid, and sent them by David his son unto Saul. And 
David came to Saul, and stood before him : and he loved 
him greatly ; and he became his armour-bearer. And Saul 
sent to Jesse, saying, *■ Let David, I pray thee, stand 
before me j for he hath found favour in my sight.' And 
it came to pass, when the evil spirit from God was upon 
Saul, that David took an harp, and played with his hand : 
so Saul was refreshed, and was well, and the evil spirit 
departed from him. 

Now the Philistines gathered together their armies to 
battle, and were gathered together at Shochoh, which 
belongeth to Judah, and pitched between Shochoh and 
Azekah, in Ephes-dammira. And Saul and the men of 
Israel were gathered together, and pitched by the valley 
of Elah, and set the battle in array against the Philistines. 
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And the Plulistines stood on a monntain on tbe one side, 
and Israel stood on a mountain on the other side : and 
there was a valley between them. And there went out a 
champion out of the csunp of the Philistines, named 
Goliath, of Oath, whose height was sax cubits and a span. 
And he had an helmet of brass upon his head, and he was 
armed with a coat of mail ; and the weight of the coat was 
five thousand shekels of brass. And he had greaves of 
brass upon his legs^ and a target of brass between his 
shoulders, and the staff of bis spear was like a weaver's 
beam ; and his spear's head weighed six hundred shekels 
of iron : and one bearing a shield went before him. And 
he stood and cried unto the armies of Israel, and said 
unto them, * Why are ye come out to set your battle in 
^ array 1 am not I a Philistine, and ye servants to Saul ] 

* choose you a man for you, and let him come down tome. 
' If he be able to fight with me, and to kill me, then will 
' we be your servants : but if I prevail against him, and 
' kill him, then shall ye be our servants, and serve us.' 
And the Philistine said, ' I defy the armies of Israel this 
' day j give me a man, that we may fight together.' 
When Saul and all Israel heard those words of the Philis- 
tine, they were dismayed, and greatly afraid. 

And David said to Saul, ' Let no man's heart fail be- 
' cause of him j thy servant will go and fight with this 

* Philistine.' And Saul said to David, * Thou art not able 
' to go against this Philistine to fight with him : for thou art 

* but a youth, and he a man of war from his youth.' And 
David said unto Saul, * Thy servant kept his father's sheep, 
' and there came a lion, and a bear, and took a lamb out of 
' the fiock : and I went out after him, and smote him, and 
' delivered it out of his mouth : and when he arose against 
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* me, I caught him by his beard, and smote him, and slew 

* him. Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear : and 

* this uncircnmcised Philistine shall be as one of them, 

* seeing he hath defied the armies of the living God.' 
David said moreover, ' The Lord that delivered me out of 
' the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear. He 
' will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine.' And 
Saul said unto David, * Go, and the Lord be with thee.' 

And Saul armed David with his armour, and he put an 
helmet of brass upon his head ; also he armed him with a 
coat of maiL And David girded his sword upon his 
armour, and he assayed to go ; for he had not proved it. 
And David said unto Saul, *I cannot go with these; for 
' I have not proved them.' And David put them off him. 
And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five 
smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in a 
shepherd's bag which he had, even in a scrip; and his 
sling was in his hand ; and he drew near to the Philistine. 
And the Philistine came on and drew near unto David ; 
and the man that bare the shield went before him. 

And when the Philistine looked about, and saw David, 
he disdained him : for he was but a youth, and raddy, and 
of a fair countenance. And the Philistine said unto David, 

* Am I a dog, that thou comest to me with staves 1 ' And 
the Philistine cursed David by his gods. And the Philis- 
tine said to David, * Gome to me, and I will give thy flesh 

* unto the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the field.' 
Then said David to the Philistine, *Thou comest to me 

* with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield : but 

* I come to thee in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God 

* of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied. This day 

* will the Lord deliver thee into mine hand ; and I will 



48 BIBLE READING LESSONS. 

' smite thee, and take thine head from thee ; and I will 

* give the carcases of the host of the Philistines this day 
' unto the fowls of the air^ and to the wild beasts of the 
' earth ; that all the earth may know that there is a God 

* in Israel. And all this assembly shall know that the 
^ Lord saveth not with sword and spear : *for the battle is 

* the Lord's, and He will give you into our hands.' 

And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and came 
and drew nigh to meet David, that David hasted, and ran 
toward the army to meet the Philistine. And David put 
his hand in his bag, and took thence a stone, and slang it, 
and smote the Philistine in his forehead, that the stone 
sunk into his forehead ; and he fell upon his face to the 
earth. So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling 
and with a stone, and smote the Philistine, and slew him ; 
but there was no sword in the hand of David. Therefore 
David ran, and stood upon the Philistine, and took his 
sword, and drew it out of the sheath thereof, and slew him, 
and cut off his head therewith. And when the Philistines 
saw their champion was dead, they fled. And the men of 
Israel and of Judah arose, and shouted, and pursued the 
Philistines, until thou come to the valley, and to the gates 
of Ekron. And the wounded of the Philistines fell down 
by the way to Shaaraim, even unto Gath, and unto Ekron. 
And the children of Israel returned from chasing after the 
Philistines, and they spoiled their tents. And David took 
the head of the Philistine, and brought it to Jerusalem ; 
but he put his armour in his tent. 

And Saul took him that day, and would let him go no 
more home to his father's house. Then Jonathan and 
David made a covenant, because he loved him as his own 
souL And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was 
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upon hiniy and gave it to David, and his garments, even to 
Im sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle. 

And David went out whithersoever Saul sent him, and 
behaved himself wisely : and Saul set him over the men of 
war, and he was accepted in the sight of all the people, and 
also in the sight of Saul's servants. 

And it came to pass as thej came, when David was 
returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, that the 
women came out of all cities of Israel, singing and dancing, 
to meet king Saul, with tabrets, with joy, and with in* 
struments of music. And the women answered one another 
as they played, and said — 

* Saul hath slain his thousands, 

* And David his ten thousands.' 

And Saul was very wroth, and the saying displeased 
him ; and he said, * They have ascribed unto David ten 
' thousands, and to me they have ascribed but thousands : 

* and what can he have more but the kingdom V And Saul 
eyed David from that day and forward. 

And it came to pass on the morrow, that the evil spirit 
from God came upon Saul : and David played with his 
hand, as at other times : ^nd there was a javelin in Saul's 
hand. And Saul cast the javelin ; for he said, ' I will 

* smite David even to the wall with it,* And David 
avoided out of his presence twice. 

And Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was 
with him, and was departed from Saul. Therefore Saul 
removed him from him, and made him his captain over a 
thousand ; and he went out and came in before the people. 
And David behaved himself wisely in all his ways ; and 
the LoBD was with him. Wherefore when Saul saw that 
II. n 
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he behaved himself very wisely, he was afraid of him. 
But all Israel and Judah loved David, because he went out 
and came in before them. 

And Saul spake to Jonathan his son, and to all his 
servants, that they should kill David. But Jonathan 
Saul's son delighted much in David : and Jonathan told 
David, saying, ^ Saul my father seeketh to kill thee : now 
' therefore, I pray thee, take heed to thyself until the morn- 
' ing, and abide in a secret place, and hide thyself : and I 

* will go out and stand beside my father in the field where 
' thou art, and I will commune with my father of thee ; 

* and what I see, that I will tell thee.' And Jonathan 
spake good of David unto Saul his father, and said unto 
him, 'Let not the king sin against his servant, against 

* David ; because he bath not sinned against thee, and 

* because his works have been to thee- ward very good : for 

* he did put his life in his hand, and slew the Philistine, 
' and the Lobd wrought a great salvation for all Israel : 

* thou sawest it, and didst rejoice : wherefore then wilt 

* thou sin against innocent blood, to slay David without a 

* cause ? ' And Saul hearkened unto the voice of Jonathan : 
and Saul sware, 'As the Lobd liveth, he shall not be slain/ 
And Jonathan called David, and Jonathan showed him all 
those things. And Jonathan brought David to Saul, and 
he was in his presence, as in times past. 

And there was war again : and David went out, and 
fought with the Philistines, and slew them with a great 
slaughter ; and they fled from him. And the evil spirit 
from the Lobd was upon Saul, as he sat in his house with 
his javelin in his hand : and David played with his hand. 
And Saul sought to smite David even to the wall with the 
javelin ; but he slipped away out of Saul's presence, and 
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lie smote the javeHn into the wall : and David fled, and 

escaped that night. 

And David came to Samuel to Eamah, and told him all 

that Saul had done to him. And he and Samuel went and 

dwelt in Naioth. And it was told Saul, saying, ' Behold, 

* David is at Naioth in Bamah/ And Saul sent messengers 

to take David. 

And David fled from Naioth in Ramah, and came and 

said before Jonathan, ' What have I done ? what is mine 
iniquity ? and what is my sin before thy father, that he 
seeketh my life ] ' And he said unto him, ' God forbid ; 
thou shalt not die : behold, my father will do nothing 
either great or small, but that he will show it me : and 
why should my father hide this thing from me 1 it is not 
so.' And David sware moreover, and said, * Thy father 
certainly knoweth that I have found grace in thine eyes; 
and he saith, ^'Let not Jonathan know this, lest he be 
grieved : " but truly as the Lobd liveth, and as thy soul 
liveth, there is but a step between me and death.' Then 

said Jonathan unto David, ' Whatsoever thy soul desireth, 
I will even do it for thee.' 

And David said unto Jonathan, ' Behold, to-morrow is 
the new moon, and I should not fail to sit with the king 
at meat : but let me go, that I may hide myself in the 
field unto the third day at even. If thy father at all miss 
me, then say, *^ David earnestly asked leave of me that 
he might run to Beth-lehem his city : for there is a yearly 
sacrifice there for all the family." If he say thus, " It is 
well;" thy servant shall have peace : but if he be very 
wroth, then be sure that evil is determined by him. 
Therefore thou shalt deal kindly with thy servant ; for 
thoa hast brought thy servant into a covenant of tt 
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* Lord with thee : notwithstanding, if there be in me 
' iniquity,i slay me thyself ; for why shouldest thou bring 

* me to thy father 1 ' 

And Jonathan said, ' Far be it from thee : for if I knew 
' certainly that evil were determined by my father to come 
' upon thee, then would not I tell it thee 9 

Then said David .to Jonathan, *Who shall tell me 9 or 

* what if thy father answer thee roughly t ' And Jona- 
than said unto David, ^Come, and let us go out into 
' the field.' And they went out both of them into the 
field. And Jonathan said imto David, ^ O Lobd Gk>D of 
^ Israel, when I have sounded my father about to*morrow 
' any time, or the third day, and, behold, if there be good 
' toward' David, and I then send not unto thee, and show 

• ' it thee ; the Lord do so and much more to Jonathan : 

* but if it please my father to do thee evil, then I will show 
' it thee, and sead thee away, that thou mayest go in peace: 
' and the Lord be with thee, as he hath been with my 
' father. And thou shalt not only while yet I live show 
' me the kindness of the Lord, that I die not : but also 
' thou shalt not cut off thy, kindness from my house for 

* ever ; no, not when the Lord hath cut off the enemies 

* of David every one from the face of the earth.' So 
Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, say- 
ing, ' Let the Lord even require it at the hand of David's 
' enemies.' And Jonathan caused David to swear again, 
because he loved him : for he loved him as he loved his 
ovm soul. 

Then Jonathan said to David, * To-morrow is the new 
' moon : and thou shalt be missed, because thy seat will be 

* empty. And when thou hast stayed three days, then 
' thou shalt go down quickly, and come to the place where 
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** thou didst hide thyself when the business was in hand, 

* and shalt remain by the stone Ezel. And I will shoot 
' three arrows on the side thereof, as though I shot at a 
' jnark. And, behold, I will send a lad, saying, " Go, find 

* out the arrows/' If I expressly say unto the lad, " Be- 

* hold, the arrows are on this side of thee, take them ; " 
' then come thou : for there is peace to thee, and no hurt ; 

* as the Lord liveth. But if I say thus unto the young 

* man, "Behold, the arrows are beyond thee ;" go thy way: 

* for the Lord hath sent thee away. And as touching the 

* matter which thou and I have spoken of, behold, the 
' Lord be between thee and me for ever/ 

So David hid himself in the field : and when the new 
moon was come, the king sat him down to eat meat. And 
the king sat upon his seat, as at other times, even upon a 
seat by the wall : and Jonathan arose, and Abner sat by 
SauVs side, and David's place was empty. Nevertheless 
Saul spake not any thing that day. And it came to pass 
on the morrow, which was the second day of the month, 
that David's place was empty : and Saul said unto Jona- 
than his son, * Wherefore cometh not the son of Jesse to 

* meat, neither yesterday, nor to-day?' And Jonathan 
answered Saul, * David earnestly asked leave of me to go 

* to Beth-lehem : and he said, " Let me go, I pray thee ; 

* for our family hath a sacrifice in the city ; and my 

* brother, he hath commanded me to be there : and now, 

< if I have found favour in thine eyes, let me get away, I 

* pray thee, and see my brethren." Therefore he cometh 

< not unto the king's table.' 

Then Saul's anger was kindled against Jonathan, and he 
said unto him, * Thou son of the perverse rebellious woman, 

* do not I know that thou hast chosen the son of Jesse to 
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'^ tliine own confusion 1 For as long as the son of Jesse 

* liveth upon the ground, thou shalt not be established, nor 
' thy kingdom. Wherefore now send and fetch him unto 
' me, for he shall surely die.' And Jonathan answered 
Sa\il his father, and said unto him, ' Wherefore shall he be 
' .slain ? what hath he done ? ' And Saul cast a javelin 
at him to smite him : whereby Jonathan knew that 
it was determined of his father to slay David. So 
Jonathan arose from the table in fierce anger, and did 
eat no meat the second day of the month : for he was 
grieved for David, because his father had done liim 
shame. 

And it came to pass in the morning, that Jonathan went 
out into the field at the time appointed with David, and a 
little lad with him. And he said unto his lad, ' Run, find 
' out now the arrows which I shoot' And as the lad ran, 
he shot an arrow beyond him. And when the lad was 
come to the place of the arrow which Jonathan had shot, 
Jonathan cried after the lad, and said, ' Is not the arrow 
' beyond thee? ' And Jonathan cried after the lad, ' Make 
' speed, haste, stay not' And Jonathan's lad gathered up 
the arrows, and came to his master. But the lad knew 
not anything : only Jonathan and David knew the matter. 
And Jonathan gave his artillery unto his lad, and said unto 
him, * Gro, carry them to the city.' 

And as soon as the lad was gone, David arose out of a 
place toward the south, and fell on his face to the ground, 
and bowed himself three times : and they kissed one 
another, and wept one with another, until David exceeded. 
And Jonathan said to David, ' Go in peace, forasmuch as 

* we have sworn both of us in the name of the Lobd, saying, 

* " The Lord be between me and thee, and between my 
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' seed and thy seed for ever/ ' And he arose and departed : 
and Jonathan went into the city. - 

And David went and dwelt in strongholds at En-gedL 
And it came to pass, when Saul was returned from follow- 
ing the Philistines, that it was told him, saying, ' Behold, 
' David is in the wilderness of En-gedi.' Then Saul took 
three thousand chosen men out of all Israel, and went to 
seek David and his men upon the rocks of the wild goats. 
And he came to the sheep-cotes by the way, where was a 
cave ; and Saul went in to cover his feet : and David and 
his men remained in the sidea of the cave. And the men 
of David said unto him, * Behold the day of which the 

* LoBD said unto thee, ," Behold, I will deliver thine enemy 
^ into thine hand, that thou mayest do to him as it shall 
' seem good unto thee." ' Then David arose, and cut' off 
the skirt of Saul's robe privily. And it came to pass 
afterward, that David's heart smote him, because he had 
cut off SauFs skirt. And he said unto his men, ^The 

< LoBD forbid that I should do this thing unto my master, 

< the Lord's anointed, to stretch forth mine hand against 
' him, seeing he is the anointed of the Lobd.' So David 
stayed his servants with these words, and suffered them 
not to rise against Saul. But Saul rose up out of the 
cave, and went on his way. 

David also arose afterward, and went out of the cave, 
and cried after Saul, saying, ' My lord the king.' And 
when Saul looked behind him, David stooped with his face 
to the earth, and bowed himself. And David said to Saul, 
' Wherefore hearest thou men's words, saying, " Behold, 

* David seeketh thy hurt ] " Behold, this day thine eyes 
' have seen how that the Lord had delivered thee to-day 
' into mine hand in the cave ; and some bade me kill thee : 
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' but mine eye spared thee ; and I said, I will not put 
' forth mine hand against my lord ; for he is the LoBd's 
' anointed. Moreover, my father, see, yea, see' the skirt 
^ of thy robe in my hand : for in that I cat ofif the skirt 
' of thy robe^ and killed thee not, know thon and see 
' that there is neither evil nor transgression in mine hand, 

* and I have not sinned against thee ; yet thou hnntest my 
' soul to take it. The Lord judge between me and thee, 
' and the Lobd avenge me of tltee : bat mine hand shall 

* not be upon thee.* 

And it came .to pass, when David had made on end of 
speaking these words unto Saul, that Saul said, ' Is this 
'thy voice, my son David 1' And Saul lifted up his 
voice, and wept. And he said to David, ' Thou art more 
' righteous than I : for thou hast rewarded me good, 
' whereas I have rewarded thee evil. And thoH haftt 
' showed this day how thou hast dealt well with me : for- 
' asmuch as when the Lord had delivered me into thine 
' hand, thou killedst me not» For if a man find his enemy, 
' will he let him go well awayl wherefore the Lobd 

* reward thee good for that thou hast done unto me this 

* day. And now, behold, I know well that thou Shalt 
' surely be king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall be 
' established in thine hand. Swear now therefore unto 
' me by the Lord, that thou wOt not cut off my seed after 

* me, and that thou wilt not destroy my name out of my 
' father's house.' And David sware unto SauL And Saul 
went home ; but David and his men gat them up unto the 
hold. 

And Samuel died ; and all the Ismelites were gathered 
together, and lamented him, and buried him in his house 
at RamaL 
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And the ZipMtes eame unto Saul to Qibeah, saying, 
' Doth not David hide himself in the hill of Hachilah, 
' which ia before Jeshimpn ] ' Then Saul arose, and went 
down to the wilderness of Ziph, having three thousand 
chosen' men of Israel with him, to seek David in the wil- 
derness of Zipk And Saul pitched in the hill of Hachilah, 
which is before Jeshimon, by the way. But David abode 
in the wilderness, and he saw that Saul came after him into 
the wilderness. David therefore seni; out spies, and 
understood that Saul was come in very deed. 

And David arose, and came to the place where Saul had 
pitched : and David beheld the place where Saul lay, and 
Abner the son of Ner, the captain of his host : and Saul 
lay in the trench, and the people pitched round about 
him. Then answered David and said to Ahimelech the 
Hittite, and to Abishai the son of Zeruiah, brother to Joab, 
saying, * Who will go down with mc to Saul to the camp]' 
And Abishai said, * I will go down with thee.' So David 
and Abishai came to the people by night : and, behold, 
Saul lay sleeping within the trench, and his spear stuck in 
the ground at his bolster : but Abner and the people lay 
round about him. Then said Abishai to David, ^ God 
^ hath delivered thine enemy into thine hand this day : 
* now therefor€> let me smite him, I pray thee, with the 
^ spear even to the earth at once, and I will not smite 
*. him the second time.' And David said to Abishai, 
' Destroy him not : for who can stretch forth his hand 
^ against the Lokd's anointed, and be guiltless 1 ' David 
said furthermore, ' As the LoBD liv^eth, the Lobd shall 
' smite him ; or his day shall come to die ; or he shall 
' descend into battle, and perish. The Lord forbid that 
' I should stretch forth mine hand against the Lord's 
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^ anointed : but, I pray thee, take thou now the spear that 
' is at his bolster, and the cruse of water, and let us go.' 
So David took the spear and the qruse of water from Saul's 
.bolster ; and they gat them away, and no man saw it, nor 
knew it, neither awaked : for they were all asleep ; because 
a deep sleep from the Lord was fallen upon them. 

Then David went over to the other side, and stood on 
the top of an hill afar off; a great space being between 
them : and David cried to the people, and to Abner the 
son of Ner, saying, * Answerest thou not, Abner 1 ' Then 
Abner answered and said, ' Who art thou that criest to 
the king ? ' And David said to Abner, ' Art not thou a 
valiant man? and who is like to thee in Israel? where- 
fore then hast thou not kept thy lord the king 7 for there 
came one of the people in to destroy the king thy lord. 
This thing is not good that thou hast done. As the 
Lord liveth, ye are worthy to die, because ye have not 
kept your master, the Lord's anointed. And now see 
where the king's spear is, and the cruse of water that was 
at his bolster.' And Saul knew David's voice, and said. 
Is this thy voice, my son David 1' And David said. 
It is my voice, my lord, O king.' And he said, * Where- 
fore doth my lord thus pursue after his servant ? for 
what have I done ? or what evil is in mine hand t ' 
Then said Saul, ^ I have sinned : return, my son David : 
for I will no more do thee harm, because my soul was pre- 
cious in thine eyes this day : behold, I have played the 
fool, and have erred exceedingly.' And David answered 
and said, ' Behold the king's spear ! and let one of the 
young men come over and fetch it. The Lord render to 
every man his righteousness and his faithfulness : for the 
Lord delivered thee into my hand to-day, but I would 
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' not stretch forth mine hand against the Lobd's anointed.' 
So Dayid went on his way, and Saul returned to his place. 

Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had lamented him, 
and buried him in Ramah, even in his own city. And 
Saul had put away those that had familiar spirits, and the 
wizards, out of the land. And the Philistines gathered 
themselves together, and came and pitched in Shunem : 
and Saul gathered all Israel together, and they pitched in 
Gilboa. And when Saul saw the host of the Philistines, 
he was afraid, and his heart greatly trembled. And when 
Saul inquired of the Lord, the Lord answered him not, 
neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets. 

Now the Philistines fought against Israel : and the men 
of Israel fled from before the Philistines, and fell down 
slain in mount Gilboa. And the Philistines followed 
hard upon Saul and upon his sons; and the Philistines 
slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Melchi-shua, Saul's sons. 
And the battle went sore against Saul, and the archers hit 
him ; and he was sore wounded of the archers. Then said 
Saul unto his armour-bearer, * Draw thy sword, and thrust 

* me through therewith ; lest these uncircumcised come 

* and thrust me through, and abuse me.' But his armour- 
bearer would not ; for he was sore afraid. Therefore Saul 
took a sword, and fell upon it. And when his armour-bearer 
saw that Saul was dead, he fell likewise upon his sword, and 
died with him. So Saul died, and his three sons, and his 
armour-bearer, and all his men, that same day together. 

And when the men of Israel that were on the other 
side of the valley, and they that were on the other side 
Jordan, saw that the men of Israel fled, and that Saul and 
his sons were dead, they forsook the cities, and fled ; and 
the Philistines came and dwelt in them. 
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And it came to pass on the morrow^ "when the Philia- 
tines came to strip the slain, that they found Saul and his 
three sons fallen in mount Giiboa. And they cat off his 
heady and stripped off his armour, and sent into the land 
of the Philistines round about^ to publish it in the House 
of their idols, and among the people. And they pat his 
armour in the house of Ashtaroth : and they fiastened his 
body to the Trail of Beth-shan. 

And when the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead heard of 
that which the Philistines had done to Saul ; all the yaHant 
men arose, and went all night, and took the body of Saul 
and the bodies of his sons from the wall of Beth-shan, and 
came to Jabesh, and burnt them there. And they took 
their bones, and buried them imder a tree at Jabesh, and 
fasted seven days. 



THE SECOND BOOK OF SAMUEL. 



DAVID. 

And David lamented with this lamentation over Saul 
and over Jonathan his son : 

•* The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high places : 

* How are the mighty fallen I 

* Tell it not in Oath, 

* Publish it not in the streets of Askelon ; 

* Lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice, 

* Lest the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph. 
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' Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, 

* Neither let there be rain, upon you, nor fields of 

offerings : 
' For there the shield of the mighty is vilely cast away, 
' The shield of Saul, as though he had not been anointed 

with oil 
' From the blood of the slain, 
' From the fat of the mighty, 
' The bow of Jonathan turned not bade, 
' And the sword of Saul returned not empty. 
' Saul and Jonathan 
' Were lovely and pleasant in their Ifves, 

* And in their death they were not divided : 
' They were swifter than eagles, 

* They were stronger than lions. 

* Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, 

* Who clothed you in scarlet, with other delights, 

* Who put on ornaments of gold upon your apparel. 

* How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle ! 
^ O Jonathan, thou wast slain in thine high places. 

* I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan : 

* Yery pleasant hast thou been unto me : 

* Thy love to me was wonderful, 
^ Passing the love of women. 

* How are the mighty fallen, 

' And the weapons of war perished I ' 

And the men of Judah came, and anointed^ David king 
over the house of Judah. 

Ish-bosheth Saul's son was forty years old when he 
began to reign over Israel, and reigned two years. But 
the house of Judah followed David. And the time that 
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David was king in Hebron over the house of Judah was 
seven years and six months. 

Now there was long war between the house of Saul and 
the house of David: but David waxed stronger and 
stronger, and the house of Saul waxed weaker and weaker. 
And unto David were sons born in Hebron : and his first- 
bom was Amnon ; and his second, Chileab ; and the third, 
Absalom ; and the fourth, Adonijah ; and the fifth, Slie- 
phatiah; and the sixth, Ithream. These were bom to 
David in Hebron. 

Then came all the tribes of Israel to David unto He- 
bron, and spake, saying, ' Behold, we are thy bone and thy 

* flesL Also in time past, when Saul was king over us, thou 

* wast he that leddest out and broughtest in Israel ; and 

* the Lord said to thee, " Thou shalt feed my people 

* Israel, and thou shalt be a captain over Israel." ' So all 
the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron ; and king 
David made a league with them in Hebron before the 
LoBD : and they anointed David king over Israel David 
was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned forty years. In Hebron he reigned o^ver Judah 
seven years and six months : and in Jerusalem he reigned 
thirty and three years over all Israel and Judah. 

And the king and his men went to Jerusalem, and took 
the stronghold of Zion : the same is the city of David. 
And David went on, and grew great, and the Lord God 
of hosts was with him. 

And Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David, and 
cedar trees, and carpenters, and masons : and they built 
David an house. And David perceived that the Lord 
had established him king over Israel, and that He had 
exalted his kingdom for His people Israel's sake. 
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But when the Philistines heard that they had anointed 
David king over Israel, all the Philistines came np to 
seek David ; and David heard of it, and went down to the 
hold And David smote the Philistines from Geba until 
thou come to Qazer. 

Again, David gathered together all the chosen men of 
Israel, thirty thousand. And David arose, and went with 
all the people that were with him from Baale of Judah, to 
bring up from thence the ark of God, the Lord of hosts 
that dwelleth between the cherubim. 

And they set the ark of God upon a new cart, and 
brought it out of the house of Abinadab that was in 
Gibeah : and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drave 
the new cart. And they brought it out of the house of 
Abinadab, which was at Gibeah, accompanying the ark of 
God : and Ahio went before the ark. And David and all 
the house of Israel played before the Lord on all manner 
of instruments made of fir wood, even on harps, and on 
psalteries, and on timbrels, and on comets, and on cymbals. 
And when they came to Nachon's threshing-floor, Uzzah 
put forth his hand to the ark of God, and took bold of it; 
for the oxen shook • it. And the anger of the Lord was 
kindled against Uzzah ; and God smote him there for his 
error ; and there he died by the ark of GoD. And David 
was displeased, because the Lord had made a breach upon 
Uzzah : and he called the name of the place Perez-uzzah 
to this day. And David was afraid of the Lord that day, 
and said, ' How shall the ark of the -Lord come to me T 
So David would not remove the ark of the Lord unto him 
into the city of David : but David carried it aside into the 
house of Obed-edom the Gittite. And the ark of the 
LoBD continued in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite 
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three months : and the Lobo blessed Obed-edom, and all 
his household. 
And it was told king David, saying, * The Lobd hath 

* blessed the house of Obed-edom, and all that pertaineth 
' unto him, because of the ark of Goi>.' So David went 
and brought up the ark of God .from the house of Obed- 
edom into the city of David with gladness. And it was 
so, that when they that bare the ark of the Lord had 
gone six paces, he sacrificed oxen and f atlings. And David 
danced before the LoED with all bis might. So David and 
all the house of Israel brought iip the ark of the Lobd 
with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet. 

And it came to pass, when the king sat in his house, and 
the Lobd had given him rest round about from all his 
enemies; that the king said unto Nathan the prophet, 

* See now, I dwell in an house of cedar, but the ark of 

* God dwelleth within curtains.' And Nathan said to the 
king, ' Go, do all that is in thine heart ; for the Lord is 

* with thee.' 

And it came to pass that night, that the word of the 
Lord came unto Nathan, saying — 

*Oo and tell ijiy servant David, «<Thu8 saith tbe LOBD, 
' Bbalt ihou Imlld me an house for me to dwell in 7 Whereas 
' I have not dwelt in any house since the time that I bronglit 

* up the children of Israel out of Efi:3rpt, even to this day, 
' hut have walked in a tent and in a tahemade. In all the 
' places wherein I have walked with all the children of 

* Israel spake I a word with any of the tribes of Israel, whom 

* I commanded to feed my people Israel, sayinir, Why build 

* ye not me an house of cedar ? " Now therefore so shalt 

* thou say imto my serviajit David, " Thus saith the lOBD of 

< hosts, I took thee from the sheepcote, from following: the 
« sheep, to be ruler over my people, over Israel : and I was 

< with thee whithersoever thou wenteat, and have cot off all 
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< thine enemies out of tby elglxtt and liaye made thee a great 

* name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the 

* earth. Moreover I will appoint a place for my people 
' Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in a 

* p;^ace of their own, and move no more ; neither shall the 

* children of wickedness aflilct them au7 more, as hefore- 

< time, and as since the time that I commanded Judges to he 
■ oyer my people Israel, and haye caused tliee to rest from 

* all thine enemies. Also the LORD telleth thee that HB will 

* make thee an house. And when thy dasrs be fuUUled, and 

* thou Shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed 

* after thee, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall 

* build an house for my name, and I will establish the 

* throne of his kingdom for oyer. I will be his father, and 

* he shall be my son. If he commit iniquity, I wfll chasten 

* him with the rod of men, and with the stripes of thd 

* children of meh : but my mercy shall not depart away 
' from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away before 

< thee. And thine house and thy kingdom shaU be estab- 

< lisbed for ever before thee: thythrone shall be established 
' for ever.' 

According to all these words, and according to all this 
vision, so did Nathan speak unto David. 

And af t^r this it came to pass^ that David smote the 
Philistines, and subdued them. 

And the Lord preserved David whithersoever he went 
And David reigned over all Israel j and David executed 
judgment and justice unto all his people. 

And it came to pass that Absalom prepared him chariots 
and horses, and fifty men to run before him. And Absalom 
rose up early, and stood beside the way of the gate : and 
it was so, that when any man that had a controversy came 
to the king for judgment, then Absalom called unto him, 
and said, ' Of what city art thou 1 ' And he said, ' Thy 
* servant is of one of the tribes of Israel.' And Absalom 

II. B 
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said nnto him, * See, thy matters are good and right ; but 
' there is no man deputed of the king to hear thee/ 
Absalom said moreover, ' Oh that I were made judge in 
' the land, that every* man which hath any suit or cause 

* might come unto me, and I would do him justice.' And 
it was so, that when any man came nigh to him to do him 
obeisance, he put forth his hand, and took him, and kissed 
him. And on this manner did Absalom to all Israel that 
came to the king for judgment: so Absalofii stole the 
hearts of the m^n of Israel. 

And there came a messenger to David, saying, ^The 
' hearts of the men of Israel are after Absalom.' And 
David said unto all his servants that were with him at 
Jerusalem, * Arise, and let us flee ; for we shall not else 
' escape from Absalom ; make speed to depart, lest he 
' overtake us suddenly, and bring evil upon us, and smite 

* the city with the edge of the sword.' And the king's 
servants said unto the king, 'Behold, thy servants are 
ready to do whatsoever my lord the king shall appoint.' 

And the king went forth, and all his household after 
him. And he went up by the ascent of mount Olivet, and 
wept as he went up, and had his head covered, and he 
went barefoot; and all the people that was with him 
covered every man his head, and they .jrent up, weeping as 
they went up. And one told David, saying, * Ahithophel 

* is among the conspirators with Absalom.' And David 
said, * O Lord, I pray thee, turn the counsel of Ahithophel 

* into foolishness.' 

And Absalom, and all the people the men of Israel, came 
to Jerusalem. 

And David numbered the people that were with him, 
and set captains of thousands and captains of hundreds 
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over them. And David sent forth a third part of the 
people under the hand of Joab, and a third part under the 
hand of Abishai the son of Zeruiah, Joab's brother, and a 
third part under the hand of Ittai the Gittite. And the 
king said unto the people, * I will surely go forth with you 

* myself also.' But the people answered, * Thou shalt not 

* go forth : for if we flee away, they will not care for us ; 
' neither if half of us die, will they care for us : but now 

* thou art worth ten thousand of us : therefore now it is 

* better that thou succour us out of the city.' And the 
king said unto them, * What seemeth you best I will do.' 
And the king stood by the gate side, and all the people 
came out by hundreds and by thousands. 

And the king commanded Joab and Abishai and Ittai, 
saying, * Deal gently for my sake with the young man, even 
' with Absalom.' And all the people heard when the king 
gave all the captains charge concerning Absalom. 

So the people went out into the field against Israel : and 
the battle was in the wood of Ephraim ; where the people 
of Israel were slain before the servants of David, and there 
was there a great slaughter that day of twenty thousand 
men. For the battle was there scattered over the face of 
all the country : and the wood devoured more people that 
day than the sword devoured. And Absalom met the 
servants of David. And Absalom rode upon a mule, and 
the mule went under the thick boughs of a great oak, and 
his head caught hold of the oak, and he was taken up 
between the heaven and the earth ; and the mule that was 
under him went away. 

And a certain man saw it, and told Joab, and said, 
' Behold, I saw Absalom hanged in an oak.' And Joab 
said unto the man that told him, * And, behold, thou sawest 
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' him, and why didst thou not smite him there to the 
' ground 1 and I would have given thee ten shekels of 
* silver, and a girdle.' And the man said unto Joab, 
' Though I should receive a thousand shekels of silver in 
' mine hand, yet would I not put forth mine hand against 
' the king's son : for in our hearing the king charged thee 
' and Abishai and Ittai, saying, *^ Beware that none touch 
' the young man Absalom.'' Otherwise I should have 
' wrought falsehood against mine own life : for there is no 
' matter hid from the king, and thou thyself wouldest have 
' set thyself against me.' Then scdd Joab, ' I may not 
' tdrry thus with thee.' And he took three darts in hid 
hand, and thrust them through the heart of Absalom, 
while he was yet alive in the midst of the oak And ten 
young men that bare Joab's .armour compassed about and 
smote Absalom, and slew him. And Joab blew the trum- 
pet, and the people returned from pursuing after IsraeL 

And David sat between the two gates : and the watch- 
man went up to the roof over the gate unto the wall, and 
lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold a man running 
alone. And the watchman cried, and told the king. And 
the king said, ' If he be alone, there is tidings in his 
' mouth.' And he came apace, and drew near. And the 
watchman saw another man running : and the watchman 
called unto the porter, and said, ' Behold another man 
' running alone.' And the king said, ' He also bringeth 
' tidings:' And the watchman said, ' Me thinketh the 
\ running of the foremost is like the running of Ahimaaz 
' the son of Zadok. And the king said, ^ He is a good 
' man, and cometh with good tidings.' 
And Ahimaaz called, and said unto the king, ' AU is 
veil' And he fell down to the earth upon his face before 
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the king, and said, ^ Blessed be the Lord thy God^ which 
' hath delirered up the men that lifted up their hand 

* against my lord the king/ And the king said, ' Is the 
' young man Absalom safe 1 * And Ahimaa^ answered, 

* When Joab sent the king's servant, and me thy servant, 

* I saw a great tnmnlt, but I knew not what it was.' And 
the king said unto him, ' Turn aside, and stand here/ 
And he turned aside, and stood st^ill. And, behold, Cusbi 
came; and Cushi said, ' Tidings, my lord the king : for the 

* Lord hath avenged thee this day of all them that rose 

* lip against thee/ And the king said unto Cushi, ' Is the 
^ young man Absalom safe?' And Cushi answered, ^ The 
^ enemies of my lord the king, and all that rise against 
' thee to do thee hurt, be as that young man is.' And the 
king was much moved, and went up to the chamber over 
the gate, and wept : and as he went^ thus he said, ' O my 
' son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom ! would God I 
' had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son ! ' 

And all the people were al strife throughout all the 
tribes of Israel, sapng, ' The king saved us out of the hand 
' of our enemies, and he delivered us out of the hand of 
' the Philistines ; aipid now he is fled out of the land for 
' Absalom. And Absalom, whom we anointed over us, is 
' dead in battle. Now therefore why speak ye not a word 
' of bringing the king back ? ' 

And king David sent to Zadok and to Abiathar the 
priests, saying, ' Speak unto the elders of Judah, saying, 
i << Why are ye the last to bring the king back to his 
' house? seeing the speech of all Israel is come to the king, 
' even to his house. Ye are my brethren, ye are my bones 
' and my flesh : wherefore th^i are ye the last to bring 
' back the king?" And say to Amasa, "Art thou not of 



70 BIBLE BEADING LESSONS. 

* my bone, and of my flesh ? Ood do so to me, and more 
' also, if thou be not captain of the host before me con- 
' tinually in the room of Joab." ' And he bowed the heart 
of all the men of Judah, even as the heart of one man ; so 
that they sent this word unto the king, ' Eetum thou, and 
' all thy servants.' So the king returned, and came to 
Jordan. And Judah came to Gilgal, to go to meet the 
king, to conduct the king over Jordan. And David came 
to his house at Jerusalem. 

And David spake unto the Lord the words of this song in 
the day that the Lobd had delivered him out of the hand of 
all his enemies, and out of the hand of Saul: and he said — 

' The LoBD is my rock, and my fortress, 

* And my deliverer ; the God of my rock ; 

* In him will I trust : 

* Hb is my shield, and the horn of my salvation, 

* My high tower, and my refuge, 

' My saviour ; Thou savest me from violence. 

' I will call on the Lord, who is worthy to be praised : 

' So shall I be saved from mine enemies. 

' When the waves of death compassed me, 

* The floods of ungodly men made me afraid ; 
' The sorrows of hell compassed me about ; 

* The snares of death prevented me ; 

' In my distress I called upon the Lord, 

* And cried to my God : 

' And He did hear my voice out of his temple, 

' And my cry did enter into his ears. 

' Then the earth shook and trembled ; 

' The foundations of heaven moved and shook, 

* Because He was wroth. 
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' There went np a smoke out of his nostrils, 

' And fire out of his mouth devoured : 

' Coals were kindled by it. 

' He bowed the heavens also, and came down ; 

' And darkness was under his feet. 

' And He rode upon a cherub, and did fly : 

' And Hb was seen upon the wings of the wind. 

* And He made darkness pavilions round about him, 

* Dark waters, and thick clouds of the skies. 
' Through the brightness before him 

' Were coals of fire kindled. 
. ' The LoBD thundered from heaven, 

* And the Most High uttered his voice. 

* And He sent out arrows, and scattered them ; 

* Lightning, and discomfited them. 

' And the channels of the sea appeared, 

* The foundations of the world were discovered, 
' At the rebuking of the Lord, 

' At the blast of the breath of his nostrils. 

^ He sent from above, Hs took me ; 

* He drew me out of many waters ; 

' He delivered me from my strong enemy, 
' And from them that hated me : 

* For they were too strong for me. 

* They prevented me in the day of my calamity : 
' But the Lord was my stay. 

* He brought me forth also into a large place : 

* He delivered me, because He delighted in me. 

' The Lord rewarded me according to my righteousness : 
' According to the cleanness of my hands hath He recom-' 
' pensed me. 
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* For I have tept the ways of the Lord, 

* And have not wickedly departed from my OoD. 
' For all his judgments were before me : 

' And as for his statutes, I did not depeurt fiom them^ 
' I was also upright before him, 

* And have kept myself from mine iniquity. 

' Therefore the Lord hath recompensed me according to 

' my righteousness ; 
' According to my cleanness in his eyesight 

* With the merciful Thou wilt Aow thyself merdfal, 
' And with the upright man Thou wilt show thyself np- 
* right. 

* With the pure Thou wilt show thyself pure ; 

* And with the f roward Thou wilt diow thyself unsavoury. 
' And the afflicted people Thou wilt save : 

' But thine eyes are upon the haughty, that Thou mayest 

' bring them down. 
' For Thou art my lamp, Lord : 
' And the Lord will lighten my darkness. 
' For by thee I have run through a troop : 

* By my God have I leaped over a wall 
' As for God, his way is perfect; 

* The word of the Lord is tried : 

' He is a buckler to all them that trust in him. 

* For who is God, save the Lord ! 

* And who is a rock, save our God ] 

* God is my strength and power : 

' And He maketh my way perfect. 
' He maketh my feet like hinds' feet : 

* And setteth me upon my high places. 

* He teacheth my hands to war ; 
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* So that a bow of steel is broken by mine anns. 

* Thuu hast also given me the shield of thy salvation : 
< And thy gentleness hath made me great. 

' Thou hast enlarged my steps under me ; 

* So that my feet did not slip. 

* I have pursued mine enemies, and destroyed them ; 

* And turned not again until I had consumed them. 

* And I have consumed them, and wounded them, that 

' they could not rise : 

* Yea, they are fallen under my feet. 

* For Thou hast girded me with strength to battle : 

' Them that rose up against me hast Thou subdued under 

* me. 

' Thou hast also given me the necks of mine enemies, 

' That I might destroy them that hate me. 

' They looked, but there was none to save ; 

^ Even unto the Lord, but He answered them not. 

' Then did 1 beat them as small as the dust of the earth : 

' I did stamp them as the mire of the street, 

' And did spread them abroad. 

' Thou also hast delivered me from the strivings of my 

* people, 

' Thou hast kept me to be head of the heathen : 
' A people which I knew not shall serve me. 
' Strangers shall submit themselves unto jne : 

* As soon as they hear, they shall be obedient unto me. 
' Strangers shall fade away, 

' And they shall be afraid out of their close places. 

' The Lord, liveth ; 

* And blessed be my rock ; 

* And exalted be the God of the rock of my salvation. 
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' It is QoD that^ avengeth me, 

' And that bring^th down the people under me^ 

' And that bringeth me forth from mine enemies : 

< Thou also hast lifted me up on high above them that rose 

' up against me : 

< Thou hast delivered me from the violent man. 

' TherefoiB I will give thanks unto thee, O Lobd among 

' the heathen, 
' And I will sing praises unto thy name. 
' He is the tower of salvation for his king : 
' And showeth mercy to his anointed, 
' Unto David, and to his seed for evermore.' 

Now these be the last words of David — 

' David the son of Jesse said, 
' And the man who was raised up on high, 
' The anointed of the God of Jacob, 
' And the sweet psalmist of Israel, said, 
' The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, 
' And his word was in my tongue. 
' The God of Israel said, 
' The Hock of Israel spake to me, 
' He that ruleth over men must be just, 
' Ruling in the fear of God. 
' And He shall be as the light of the morning, when the 

' sun riseth, 
' Even a morning without clouds ; 
' As the tender grass springing out of the eartli by clear 

' shining after rain. 
* Although my house be not so with God ; 
' Yet He hath made with me an everlasting covenant, 
' Ordered in all things, and sure : 
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* For this is all my salyation, and all my desire, 
^ Although He make it not to grow. 

< But the sons of Belial shall be all of them as thorns 
' thrust away, 

* Because they cannot be taken with hands : 
^ But the man that shall touch them 

* Must be fenced with iron and the staff of a spear ; 

* And they shall be utterly burned with fire in the same 

* place.' 



THE FIEST BOOK OF KINGS. 



Now the days of David drew nigh that he should die ; i 
and he charged Solomon his son, saying, ' I go the way of 
' all the earth : be thou strong therefore, and show thyself 
' a man ; and keep the charge of the Lobd thy God, to 
' walk in his ways, to keep his statutes, d.nd his command- 
' ments, and his judgments, and his testimonies, as it is 
' written in the law of Moses, that thou mayest prosper in 
' all that thou doest, and whithersoever thou turnest 
* thyself.' 

So David slept with his fathers, and was buried in the 
city of David. 

Then sat Solomon upon the throne of David his father ; 
and his kingddm was established greatly. 

And Solomon made affinity with Pharaoh king of Egypt, 
and took Pharaoh's daughter, and brought her into the 
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city of DaTid; until he had made an end of bnilding his 
own house, and the house of the Lobd, and the wall of 
Jerusalem round about. Only the people sacrificed in 
high places, because there was no house built unto the 
name of the Lord, until those days. And Solomon 
loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of David his 
father: only he sacrificed and burnt incense in high 
places. 

And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there ; for 
that was the great high place : a thousand bumt-ofiferings 
did Solomon offer upon that altar. In Gibeon the Lord 
appeared to Solomon in a dream by nights and God 
said — 

* Ask wliat I Bliall give tliee.* 

And Solomon said, * Thou hast showed uiito thy servant 
' David my father great mercy, according as he walked 
' before thee in truth, and in righteousness, and in upright- 

* ness of heart with thee > and thou hast kept for him this 
' great kindness, that thou hast given him a son to sit on 
' his throne, as it is this day. And now^ O Lobd my 
' God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of David 
' my father : and I am but a little child : I know not how 
< to go out or come in. And thy servant is in the midst 
' of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great people, 
' that cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude. 
' Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to 
' judge thy people, that I may discern between good and 
^ bad : for who is able to judge this thy so great a 

* people ? * 

And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had 
asked this thing. And God said unto him — 
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' Baoause tbou bast asked tills thlnff, and bast not aflked 
' fpr Uiyself long life; neither liast as^ed riches for thyself, 

* nor hast asked the life of thine enemies ; hut hast asked 
' for thyself understanding to discern JndgmMit; behold, I 

* baye done aocordln? to thy words : lo, I have given thee a 

* wise and an understanding hearty so that there was 9ona 

* like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any rise like 

* nnto thee. And I have also given thee that which thou 

* bast not asked, both riches, and h(mour : so that there 

* shall not be smy among the kings Uke unto thee all thy 

* days. And If thou wilt walk In my ways, to keep my 
' statutes and my commandments, as thy father David did 

* walk, then I will lenggjihen thy days/ 

And Solomon awoke ; and, behold, it was a .dream. And 
he came to Jerasalem, and stood before the ark of the 
covenant of the Lobd, and offered up burnt-o£ferings, and 
offered peace-offermgs, an4 made a feast to all his ser^ 
vants. 

Then came there two women unto the king, and stood 
before him. And the one woman said, ' my lord, I 
^ and this woman dwell in one house. And this woman's 
' child died in the night ; because she overlaid it. And 

* she arose at midnight, and took my son from beside me, 
^ while thine handmaid slept, and laid it in her bosom, 

* and laid her dead child in my bosom. And when I rose 
' in the morning to give my child suck, behold, it was 
' dead : but when I had considered it in the morning, 
' behold, it was not my son, which I did bear.* And the 
other woman .said, ' Nay j but the living is my son, and 

* the dead is thy son.' And this said, * No ; but the dead 

* is thy son, and the living is my son.' Thus they spake 
before the king. Then said the king, 'The jone saitb, 

* " This is my son that liveth, and thy son is the dead : " 
'and the other saith, "Nay; but thy son is the dead, 
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* and mjr son is the living." ' And the king said, * Bring 
' me a sword.' And they brought a sword before the 
king. And the king said, ' Divide the living child in two^ 
' and give half to the one, and half to the other.' Then 
spake the woman, whose the living child was, unto the 
king, for her bowels yearned upon her son, and she said, 

* O my lord, give her the living child, and in no wise slay 
' it.' Bat the other said, * Let it be neither mine nor 
' thine, but divide it.' Then the king answered and said, 

* Qive her the living child, and in no wise slay it : she is 

* the mother thereof.' And all "Israel heard of the judg- 
ment which the king had judged ; and they feared the 
king : for they saw that the wisdom of Qod was in him, 
to do judgment. 

So king Solomon was king over all Israel. 

And Solomon had twelve officers over all Israel, which 
provided victuals for the king and his household. % 

Jadah and Israel were many, as the sand which is by 
the sea in multitude, eating and drinking, and making 
merry. And Solomon reigned over all kingdoms from the 
river unto the land of the Philistines, and unto the border 
of Egypt : they brought presents, and served Solomon all 
the days of his life. 

And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding 
exceeding much, and largeness of heart, even as the sand 
that is on the sea shore. And Solomon's wisdom excelled 
the wisdom of all the children of the east country, and all 
the wisdom of Egypt. For he was wiser than all men ; 
and his fame was in all nations round about. And he 
spake three thousand proverbs : and his songs were a 
thousand and five. And he spake of trees, from the cedar 
tree that is in Lebanon even unto the hyssop that 
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springeth cmt of tho wall : lie spake also of beasts, and of 
fowl, and of creeping things, and of fishes. And there 
came of all people to hear the wisdom of Solomon, from 
all kings of the earth, which had heard of his wisdom. 

And Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants unto Solo- 
mon ; for he had heard that they had anointed him king 
in the room of his father : for Hiram was ever a lover of 
David. And Solomon sent to Hiram, saying, 'Thou 
knowest how that David my father could not build an 
house unto the name of the Lobd his Qod for the wars 
which were about him on every side, until the Lobd put 
them under the soles of his feet. But now the Lord my 
God hath given me rest on every side, so that there is 
neither adversary nor evil occurrent. And, behold, I 
purpose to build an house unto the name of the Lord 
my QoD, as the Lord spake unto David my father, 
saying, " Thy son, whom I will set upon thy throne in 
thy room, he shall build an house unto my name." Now 
therefore command thou that they hew me cedar trees 
out of Lebanon; and my servants shall be with thy 
servants : and unto thee will I give hire for thy servants 
according to all that thou shalt appoint: for thou knowest 
that there is not among us any that can skill to hew 
timber like unto the Sidonians.' 
And it came to pass, when Hiram heard the words of 
Solomon, that he rejoiced greatly, and said, ' Blessed be 
' the Lord this day, which hath given unto David a wise 
' son over this great people.' And Hiram sent to Solomon, 
saying, * I have considered the things which thou sentest 
' to me for : and I will do all thy desire concerning timber 
' of cedar, and concerning timber of fir. My servants 
' shall bring them down from Lebanon unto the sea : and 
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' I wijl convey them by sea in floats nnto the place t^at 
' thou shalt appoint me, and will cause them to be dis- 
' charged there, and thou shalt receive them : 9.nd thou 

* shalt accomplish my desire, in giving food for my house- 

* hold/ 

So Hiram gave Solomon cedar- trees and flr-trees accord- 
ing to all his desire. And Solomon gave Hiram twenty 
thousand measures of wheat for food to his household, and 
twenty measures of pure oil : thus gave Solomon to Hiram 
year by year. And the LoBi>^ gave Solomon wisdom, as 
He promised him : and there was peace between Hiram 
and Solomon ; and they two made a league together. 

And king Solomon raised a levy out of all Israel ; and 
the levy was thirty thousand men. And he sent them to 
Lebanon, ten thousand a month by courses: a month 
they were in Lebanon, and two months at home : and 
Adoniram was over the levy. And Solomon had three- 
score and ten thousand that bare burdens, and fourscore 
thousand hewers in the mountains; besidp the chief of 
Solomon's officers which were over the work, three thou- 
sand and three hundred^ which ruled over the people that 
wrought in the work. And the king commanded, and 
they brought great stones, costly stones, and hewed stones, 
to lay the foundation of the house. And Solomon's 
builders and Hiram's builders did hew them, and the 
stone-squarers : so they prepared timber and stones to build 
the house. 

And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth 
year after the children of Israel were come out of the land 
of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over 
Israel, in the month Zif, which is the second month, that 
he began to build the house of the Lobd. 
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And the houBe which' king Solomon built for the Lord, 
the length thereof was threescore cubits, and the breadth 
thereof twenty cubits, and the height thereof thirty cubits. 
And the porch before the temple of the house, twenty 
cubits was the length thereof, according to the breadth of 
the house ; and ten cubits was the breadth thereof before 
tiie house. And for the house he made windows of narrow 
lights. And againlit the wall of the house he built cham- 
bers xfound about, against the -walls of the house round 
about, both of the temple and of the oracle : and he made 
chambers round about : the nethermost chamber was five 
cubits broad, and the middle was six. cubits broad, and 
the third was seven cubits broad : for without in the wall 
of the house he made narrowed rests round about, that the 
beams should not be £a,stened in the walls of the house. 
And the house, when it was in building, was built of stolie 
made ready before it was brought thither : so that there 
was neither hammer nor ax nor any tool of iron heard iu 
the house, wlule it was in building. The door for the 
middle chamber was in the right side of the house : and 
tJiey went up with winding stairs into the middle chamber, 
and out of the middle into the third. So he built the 
house, and finished it; and covered the house with beams 
and boards of oedar. And then he built chambers agahist 
all the house, five cubits high ; and they rested on the 
house with timber of cedar. 

And the word of the Lord came to Solomon, say*< 
ing — 

' Concemlns: tliis house wUch thou art in building, if thou 
* wilt walk in my statutes, and execute my Judgments, and 
' keep all my commandments to walk in them ; then wUl I 
' perform my word with thee, which I spake unto David thy 

II. F 
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' father ; and I will dwell amon^ the children of Israd, and 
* will not forsake my people Israel,' 

So Solomon built the house, and finished it. 

And he built the walls of the house within with boards of 
cedar, both the floor of the house, and the walls of the 
ceiling : and he covered them on the inside with wood, and 
covered the floor of the house with planks of flr. And he 
built twenty cubits on the sides of the house, both the floor 
and the walls with boards of cedar : he even built them for 
it within, even for the oracle, even for the most holy place. 
And the house, that is, the* temple before it, was forty 
cubits long. And the cedar of the house within was 
carved with knops and open flowers : all was cedar ; there 
was no stone seen. And the oracle he prepared in the 
house within, to set there the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord. And the oracle in the forepart was twenty cubits 
in length, and twenty cubits in breadth, and twenty cubits 
in the height thereof : and he overlaid it with pure gold ; 
and so covered the altar which was of cedar. So Solomon 
overlaid the house within with pure gold : and he made a 
partition by the chains of gold before the oracle ; and he 
overlaid it with gold. And the whole house he overlaid 
with gold, until he had finished all the house : also the 
whole altar that was by the oracle he overlaid with gold. 

And within the oracle he made two cherubim of oli^- 
tree, each ten cubits high. And five cubits was the one 
wing of the cherub, and five cubits the other wing of the 
cherub. : from the uttermost part of the one wing unto the 
uttermost part of the other were ten cubits. And the 
other cherub was ten cubits : both the cherubim were of 
one measure and one size. The height of the one cherub 
was ten cubits, and so was it of the other cherub. And 
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he set the cherubim 'within the inner house: and they 
stretched forth the wings of the cherubim, so that the 
wing of the one touched the one wall, and the wing of the 
other cherub touched the other wall; and their wings 
touched one another in the midst ot the house. And he 
overlaid the cherubim with gold. 

And he carved all the walls of the house round about 
with carved figures of cherubim and palm-trees and open 
flowers, within and without. And the floor of the house 
he overlaid with gold, within and without. 

And for the entering of the oracle he made doors of 
olive-tree : the lintel and side-posts were a fifth part of the 
wall. The two doors also were of olive-tree; and he 
carved upon them carvings of cherubim and palm-trees 
and open flowers, and overlaid them with gold, and spread 
gold upon the cherubim, and upon the palm-trees. So 
also made he for the door of the temple posts of olive-tree, 
a fourth part of the wall. And the two doors were of fir- 
tree : the two leaves of the one door were folding, and the 
two leaves of the other door were folding. And he carved 
thereon cherubim and palm-trees and open flowers : and 
covered them with gold fitted upon the carved work. And 
he built the inner court with three rows of hewed stone, 
and a row of cedar beams. 

In the fourth year was the foundation of the house of 
the Lord laid, in the month Zif : and in the eleventh 
year, in the month Bui, which is the eighth month, was 
the house finished throughout all the parts thereof, and 
according to all the fashion of it. So was he seven years 
in building it. 

But Solomon was building his own house thirteen years, 
and he finished all his house. 



84 BIBLE R£ADINa LESSONS. 

He built also th« house of the forest of Lebanon. 

And king -Solomon sent and fetched Hiram out of Tyre.. 
He was a widow's son of the tribe of Naphtali, and hi9 
father was a man of Tyre, a w(M*ker in brass : and he was 
filled with wisdom, and understanding, and cunning to 
work all works in brass. 

And he came to king Solomon, and wrought all his 
work. For he cast two pillars of brass, of eighteen cubits 
high apiece: and a line of twelve cubits did compass either 
of them about. And he made two chapiters of molten 
brass, to set upon the tops of the pillars : the height of 
the one chapiter was five cubits, and the height of the 
other chapiter was five cubits : and nets of checker work, 
and wreaths of chain work, for the chapiters which were 
upon the top of the pillars ; seven for the one chapiter, and 
seven for the other chapiter. And he made the pillars, and 
two rows round about upon the one network, to cover the 
chapiters that were upon the top, with pomegranates : and 
so did he for the other chapiter. And the chapiters that 
were upon the top of the pillars were of lily work in the 
porch, four cubits. And the chapiters upon the two pillars 
had pomegranates also above, over against the belly which 
was by the network: and the pomegranates were two 
hundred in rows round about upon the other chapiter. 
And he set up the pillars in the porch of the temple : and 
upon the top of the pillars was lily work : so was the work^ 
of the pillars finished. 

And he made a molten sea, ten cubits from the one 
brim to the other : it was round all about, and his height 
was five cubits : and a line of thirty cubits did compass it 
round about. • And under the brim of it round about there 
were knops compassing it, ten in a cubit, compassing the 
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sea round about : the knops were cast in two rows, when it 
was cast. It stood updh twelve oxen, three looking toward 
the north, and three looking toward the west, and three 
looking toward the south, and three looking toward the 
east: and the sea was. set above upon them, and all their 
hinder parts were inward. And it was an handbreadth 
thick, and the brim thereof was wrought like the brim of a 
cup, with flowers of lilies : it contained two thousand baths. 
And he made ten bases of brass ; four cubits was the 
length of one base, and four cubits the breadth thereof, 
and three cubits the height of it. . And the work of the 
bases was on this manner : they had borders, and the 
borders were between the ledges : and on the borders that 
were between the ledges ware lions, oxen, and cherubim : 
and upon the ledges there was a base above : and beneath 
the lions and oxen were certain additions made of thin 
work. And every base had four brasen wheels, and plates 
of brass : and the four comers thereof had undersetters : 
under the laver were undersetters molten, at the side of 
every addition. And the mouth of it within the chapiter 
and above was a cubit : but the mouth thereof was round 
after the work of the base, a cubit and an half : and also 
upon the mouth of it were gravings with their borders, 
foursquare, not round. And under the borders were four 
wheels ; and the axletrees of the wheels were joined to the 
base : and the height of a wheel was a cubit and half a 
cubit. And the work of the wheels was like the work of 
a chariot wheel : their axletrees, and their naves, and their 
felloes, and their spokes, were all molten. And there were 
four undersetters to the four comers of one base : and the 
undersetters were of the very base itself. And in#the top 
of the base was there a round compass of half a cubit high: 
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and on the top of the base the ledges thereof and the 
borders thereof "were of the same. For on the plates of 
the ledges thereof, and on the borders thereof, he graved 
cherubim, lions, and palm-trees, according to the propor- 
tion of every one, and additions round about. After this 
manner he made the ten bases : all of them had one casting, 
one measure, and one size. Then made he ten lavers of 
brass : one laver contained forty baths : and every laver 
was four cubits : and upon every one of the ten bases one 
laver. And he put five bases on the right side of the 
house, and five on the teft side of the house : and he set 
the sea on the right side of the house eastward over 
against the soutL 

And Hiram made the laveM, and the shovels, and the 
basins. So Hiram made an end of doing all the work that 
he made king Solomon for the house of the Lord. In 
the plain of Jordan did the king cast them, in the clay 
ground between Succoth and Zarthan. And Solomon left 
all the vessels unweighed, because they were exceeding 
many : neither was the weight of the brass found out. 

And Solomon made all the vessels that pertained unto 
the house of the Lord : the altar of gold, and the table of 
gold, whereupon the showbread was, and the candlesticks 
of pure gold, five on the right side, and five on the left, 
before the oracle, with the flowers, and the lamps, and the 
tongs of gold, and the bowls, and the snuffers, and the 
basins, and the spoons, and the censers of pure gold ; and 
the hinges of gold, both for the doors of the inner house, 
the most holy place, and for the doors of the house, to wit, 
of the temple. 

So was ended all the work that king Solomon made for 
the house of the Lord. And Solomon brought in the 
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things wliicli David his father had dedicated; even the 
silver, and the gold, and the vessels, did he put among the 
treasures of the house of the Lord. 

Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the 
heads of the tribes, the chief of the fathers of the. children 
of Israel, unto king Solomon in Jerusalem, that they might 
bring up the ark of the covenant of the Lord out of the 
city of David, which is Zion. 

And all the men of Israel assembled themselves unto 
king Solomon at the feast in the month Ethanim, which is 
the seventh month. And all the elders of Israel came, and 
the priests took up the ark. And they brought up the ark 
of the Lord, and the tabernacle of the congregation, 
and all the holy vessels that were in the tabernacle, 
even those did the priests and the Levites bring up. 
And king Solomon, and all the congregation of Israel, 
that were assembled unto him, were with him before the 
ark, sacrificing sheep and oxen, that could not be told nor 
numbered for multitude. And the priests brought in the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord unto his place, into the 
oracle of the house, to the most holy place, even under the 
wings of the cherubim. For the cherubim spread forth 
their Iwo wings over the place of the ark, and the cheru- 
bim covered the ark and the staves thereof above. And 
they drew out the staves, that the ends of the staves were 
seen out in the holy place before the oracle, and they were 
not seen without : and there they are unto this day. 
There was nothing in the ark save the two tables of 
stone, which Moses put there at Horeb, when the Lord 
made a covenant with the children of Israel, when they 
came out of the land of Eg3rpt, 

And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of 
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the holy place, that the cloud filled tbe house of the JjO&d, 
so that the priests could not stand to minister because of 
the cloud : for the glory of the Loiu> had Med the house 
of the LoBD. 

Then spake Solomon, ' The Lord said that Hb would 
' dwell in the thick darkness. I haye surely built tiliee 
' an house to dwell in, a settled place for thee to abide 
' in for ever.' And the king tunsed his face about, and 
blessed all the congregation of Israel : (and all the con- 
gregation of Israel stood ;) sxkd he said, 'Blessed be the LoBD 
' God of Israel, which spake with his mouth unto David 

* my father, and hath with his hand fulfilled it, saying — 

< Since the day tliat I brought forth my people Israel out 
« of Eg31>t, I chose 1^0 city out of all the trlhes of Israel to 
■ build an house, that my name 'might be theretn; but I 
' chose David to be onrer my pec^e IsraeL' 

^ And it was in the heart of David my father to build an 

* house for the name of the Lord God of Israel. And the 

* LoBD said unto David my father — 

* Whereas It was In thine heart ta buUd an bouse into 

* my name, thou didst well that it was in thine heart. 

* Nevertheless thou shalt not build the house ; but thy son 

* shall buUd the house unto my name.* 

* And the Lord hath performed his word that Hb spake, 
' and I am risen up in the room of David my father, and 
' sit on the throne of Israel, a« the Lord promised, and have 
' built an house for the name of the Lord Gk>D of IsraeL 

* And I have set there a place for the ark, wherein is the 
' covenant of the Lord, which He made with our fathers, 

* when Hb brought them out of the land of Egypt.' 

And Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the 
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prince of all the congregation of Israel, and spread forth 
his hands toward heaven : 

And he said, ^ Lord Qod of Israel, there is no Qod like 
' thee, in heaven above, or on earth beneath, who keepest 
' covenant and mercy with thy servants that walk before 
' thee with all their heart : who hast kept with thy servant 
' David my father that thou promisedst him : thou 

* spakest also with thy mouth, and hast fiilfilled it with 
' thine hand, as it is this day. Therefore now, Lobb Qod 
' of Israel, keep with thy servant David my father that 
' thou promisedst him, saying — 

* There sliall not fail thee a man tn my sigrht to sit on 

* the throne of Israel ; so that thy children take heed to 
' their way, that they walk before me as thoa hast walked 

* befbre me.' 

* And now, O God of Israel^ let thy word, I pray thee, be 
' verified, which thon spakest unto thy servant David my 

* father. 

^ But will Qod indeed dwell on the earth ? behold, the 
' heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee ; how 
' much less tibis house that I have builded ? Tet have 
' thou respect unto the prayer of t]^y servant, and to his 
' supplication, Lord my Qod, to hearken unto the cry 
' and to the prayer, which thy servant prayeth before thee 
< to-day : that thine eyes may be open toward ihla house 
' night and day, even toward the place of which thou hast 

* said — 

' My name shall he there : ' 

* that thou mayest hearken unto the prayer which thy ser- 

* vant shall niake toward this place. And hearken thou 
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to the supplication of thy servant, and of thy people 
Israel, when they shall pray toward this place : and hear 
thou in heaven thy dwelling-place: and when thou hearest, 
forgive. 

' If any man trespass against his neighbour, and an oath 
be laid upon him to cause him to swear, and the oath 
come before thine altar in this bouse : then hear thou 
in heaven, and do, and judge thy servants, condemning 
the wicked, to bring his way upon hid head ; and j^ti- 
fying the righteous, to give him according to his right- 
eousness. 

' When thy people Israel be smitten down before the 
enemy, because they have sinned against thee, and shall 
tum^again to thee, and confess thy name, and pray, and 
make supplication unto thee in this house : then hear 
thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of thy people Israel, 
and bring them again unto the land which thou gayest 
unto their fathers. 

* When heaven is shut up, and there is no rain, because 
they have sinned against thee ; if they pray toward this 
place, and confess thy name, and turn from their sin, 
when thou afflictest them : then hear thou in heaven, 
and forgive the sin of thy servants, and of thy people 
Israel, that thou teach them the good way wherein they 
should walk, and give rain upon thy land, which thou 
hast given to thy people for an inheritance. 

' If there be in the land famine, if there be pestilence, 
blasting, mildew, locust, or if there be caterpillar; if 
their enemy besiege them in the land of their cities ; 
whatsoever plague, whatsoever sickness .there be ; what 
prayer and supplication soever be made by any man, or 
by all thy people Israel, which shall know every man the 
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' plague of his own heart, and spread forth his hands 
' toward this house : then hear thou in heaven thy 

* dwelling-place, and forgive, and do, and give to every 
' man according to his ways, whose heart thou knowest ; 
' (for thou, even thou only, knowest the. hearts of all the 
' children of men ;) that they may fear thee all the days 
' that they live^in the land which thou gavest unto our 

* fathers. 

^Moreover concerning a stranger, that is not of thy 

* people Israel, but cometh out of • a far country for thy 

* name's sake; (for they shall hear of thy great name, 
' and of thy strong hand, and of thy stretched-out arm ;) 
' when he shall come and pray toward this house ; hear 
' thou in heaven thy dwelling-place, and do according to 
' all that the stranger calleth to thee for : that all people 
' of the earth may know thy name, to fear thee, as do thy 
' people Israel ; and that they may know that this house, 
' which I have builded, is called by thy name. 

'If thy people go out to battle against their enemy, 

* whithersoever thou shalt send them, and shall pray unto 
< the Lord toward the city which thou hast chosen, and 
' toward the house that I have built for thy name : then 

* hear thou in heaven their prayer and their supplication, 
' and maintain their cause. . 

'If they sin against thee, (for there is no man that 

* sinneth not,) and thou be angry with them, and deliver 
' them to the enemy, so that they carry them away 
' captives unto the land of the enemy, far or near j yet if 
' they shall bethink themselves in the land whither they 
' were carried captives, and repent, and make supplication 
' unto thee in the land of them that carried them captives, 

* sayibg, " We have sinned, and have done perversely, we 
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' have committed wickedness ; " and so retam unto thee 
< with all their heart, and with all their soul, in the land of 

* their enemies, which led them away captive, and pray 

* unto thee toward their land, which thou gaveat unto 
' their fathers, the city which thou hast chosen, and the 

* house which I have built for thy name : then hear thou 

* their prayer and their supplication in heaven thy dwell- 

* ing-place, and maintain their cause, and forgive thy 

* people that have sinned against thee, and all their trans- 
' gressions wherein they have transgressed against thee, 

* and give them compassion before tiiem who carried them 

* captive, that they may have compassion on them : for 

* they be thy people, and thine inheritance, which thou 

* broughtest forth out of Egypt, from the midst of the 

* furnace of iron : that thine eyes may be open unto the 
' supplication of thy servant, and unto the supplication 

* of thy people Israel, to hearken unto them in all that 

* they call for unto thee. For thou didst separate them 

* from among all the people of the earth, to be thine in- 

* heritance, as thou spakest by the hand of Moses thy 

* servant, when thou broughtest our fathers out of Egypt, 
' Lord God.' 

And it was so, that when Solomon had made an end of 
praying all this prayer and supplieation unto the Lobd, he 
arose from before the altar of the Lobd, from kneeling on 
his knees with his hands spread up to heaven. 

And he stood, and blessed all the congregation of Israel 
with a loud voice, saying, ' Blessed be the Lord, that hath 
' given rest unto his people Israel, according to all that 
' Hs promised : there hath not failed one word of all his 
' good promise, which He promised by the hand of Moses 
' his servant. The Lobd our God be with us, as Hb was 
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* with oar fathers : let him not leave ns, nor forsake us : 

* thftt He may incline our hearts unto him, to walk in all 
' his ways, and to keep his commandments, and his statutes, 

* and his judgments, which He commanded our fathers. 

* And let these my words, wherewith I have made suppli- 
^ cati<m before the Lobb, be nigh unto the Lobd our God 

* day and nighty that Hs maintain the cause of his servant, 

* and the cause of his people Israel at all times, as the 
' matter shall require : that all the people of the earth 
' may know that the Lobd is God, and that. there is none 

* else* Let your heart therefore be perfect with the Lord 

* our God, to walk in his statutes, and to keep his com- 
' mandments, as at this day/ 

And the king, and all Israel with Jiim, offered sacrifice 
before the Lobd. And Solomon offered a sacrifice of 
peace-offerings, two and twenty thousand oxen, and an 
hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and 
all the children of Israel dedicated the house of the 
Lobd. 

And at that time Solomon held a feast, and all Israel 
with him, a great congregation, from the entering in of 
Hamath unto the river of Egypt, before the IiObd our 
God, seven days and seven days, even fourteen days. On^ 
the eighth day he sent the people away : and they blessed 
the king, and went unto their tents joyful and glad of 
heart for all the goodness that the Lobd had done for 
David his servant, and for Israel his people. 

And it came to pass, when Solomon had finished the 
building of the house of the Lobd, and the king's house, 
.and all Solomon's desire which he was pleased to do, that 
the Lord appeared to Solomon the second time^ as He 
had appeared unto him at Gibeon. 
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And the Lobd said unto liim — 

I liaye heard thy pr^er and tby snppUcatioii, that thou 
hast made before me : I haye hallowed this house, which, 
thou hast built, to put my name there for ever ; and mine 
eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetually. And If 
thou wUt walk before me, as Dayld thy father walked, in 
Integrity of heait, and in uprightness, to do according to 
all that I have commanded thee, and wilt keep my statutes 
and my judgments : then I will establish the throne of thy 
kingdom upon Israel for oyer, as I promised to Dayld thy 
father, saying, " There shall not fall thee a man upon the 
throne of Israel." But if ye shall at all turn firom following 
me, ye or your children, and will not keep my command- 
ments and my statutes which I haye set before you« bnt 
go and serte other gods, and worship them ; then wUl 
X cut off Israel out of the land which I haye giyen them ; 
and this house, which I haye hallowed for my name, wUl 
I cast out of my sight ; and Israel shall be a proyerb and 
a bsrword among all people : and at this house, which is 
high, eyery one that passeth by it shall be astonished, 
and shall hiss ; and they shall say, *' Why hath the LOBD 
done thus unto this land, and to this house ? " and they 
shall answer, ** Because they forsook the LORD their GOD, 
who brought forth their fathers out of the land of Egypt^ 
and haye taken hold upon other gods,^ and haye wor- 
shipped them, and seryed them : therefore hath the LOBD 
brought upon them all this evil.'* ' 

So king Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth 
for riches and for wisdom. And all the earth sought to 
Solomon, to hear his wisdom, which God had put in his 
heart. And they brought every man his present, vessels 
of silver, and vessels of gold, and garments, and armour, 
and spices, horses, and mules, a rate year by year. 

And Solomon gathered together chariots and horsemen : 
and he had a thousand and four hundred chariots, and 
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twelve thousand horsemen, whom he bestowed in the cities 
for chariots, and with the king at Jerusalem. 

And the king made silver to be in Jerusalem as stones, 
and cedars made he to be as the sycamore-trees that are 
in the vale, for abundance. And Solomon had horses 
brought out of Egypt, and linen yarn : the king's merchants 
received the linen yarn at a price. And a chariot came* 
up and went out of Egypt for six hundred shekels of 
silver, and an horse for an hundred and fifty : and so for 
all the kings of the Hittites, and for the kings of Syria, 
did they bring them out by their means. 

And it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his 
wives turned away his heart after other gods : and his heart 
was not perfect with the Lobd his God, as was the heart 
of David his father. For Solomon went after Ashtoreth 
the goddess of the Zidonians, and after Milcom the abomin- 
ation of the Ammonites. And Solomon did evil in the 
sight of the Lobd, and went not fully after the Lord, as 
did David his father. Then did Solomon build an high 
place for Chemosh, the abomination of Moab, in the hill 
that is before Jerusalem, and for Molech, the abomination 
of the children of Ammon. And likewise did he for all 
his strange wives, which burnt incense, and sacrificed unto 
their gods. 

And the Lord was angry with Solomon, because his 
heart was turned from the Lord God of Israel. Where- 
fore the Lord said unto Solomon — 

' Foxaamncb as tbis Is done of thee, and tbon hast not 

* Jsept my covenant and my statutes, wMdi I have com- 

* manded^thee, I will surely rend the kingdom from thee, 
. * and will give It to thy sezvant. Notwithstanding in 

* thy days I will not do it for David thy father's sake : 
' hut X will rend It out of the hand of thy son. HoWbeit 
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* I will not rend away alL t^e Ungdom ; but wtU gi^e one 
' trl1)6 to thy son for David my servant's sake, and for 

* Jemsalem's sake wliich I kave chosen.' 

And the Lord stirred up vn adversary unto Solomon. 

And JerobT)am the son of Nebat, an EphratMte of Z^r- 
eda, Solomon's servant, whose mother's name was Zeraah, 
a widow woman, even he lifted up his hand against the 
king. And this was the cause that he lifted up his hand 
against the king : Solomon built Milio, and repaired the 
breaches of the city of David his father. And the man 
Jeroboam was a mighty man of valour : and Solomon seeing 
the young man that he was industrious, he made him ruler 
over all the charge of the house of Joseph. 

And it came to pass at that time when Jeroboam went 
out of Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the ShUonite 
found him in the way; and he had clad himself with anew 
garment ; and they two were alone in the field : and Ahijah 
caught the new garment that was on him, and rent it in 
twelve pieces : and he said to Jeroboam, * Take thee ten 
' pieces : for thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel — 

* Behold, I will rend the kingdom out of the hand €f 

* Solomon, and wm give ten trlhes to thee : (but he shall 
*have one tribe for my servant David's sake, and for 

* Jerusalem's sake, the dty which Z have chosen out of all 

* the tribes of Israel :) because that tliey have foraakesiFine, 

* and have worshipped Ashtoreth the goddess of the ZUIoii- 

* ians, Chemosh the god of the Moabites, and Milcom the 
' god of the children of Ammon, and have not walked In 
' my WKy% to do that w4iich is right In mine eyes, and to 

* keep my sbatntes and my fudgments, as did i:»avid his 

* fiather. Howbeit I win not take the whole kingdom out of 
« his hand: but I will nufte him prince all the days of his 

* Ufe for David my servant's sake, whom I 6hose, because 

* he kept my oommandments and my statutes : but I wm 
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« take the Unborn out of Ms son's hand, and will give It 

* unto thee, even ten tribes. And unto his son will I give 

* one trihe, that David my servant may have a light alway 

* before me in Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen me 

* to put my name there. And Z wHl take thee, and thou 

* Shalt reign according to all that thy soul desiretfa, and 

* Shalt he king over Israel. And it shall he, if thou wilt 

* hearken unto all that I command thee, and wilt walk in 

* my ways, and do that is right in my sight, to keep my 

* statutes and my commandments, as David my servant 
< did, that I will he with thee, and huild thee a sure house, 

* as I built for David, and will give Israel unto thee. And 

* I will for this afflict the seed of David, but not for ever.' 

Solomon sought therefore to kiU Jeroboam. And Jero- 
boam arose, and fled into Egypt, unto Shiahak king of 
Egypt, and was in Egypt until the death of' Solomon. 

And the time that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over 
all Israel was forty years. And Splpmon slept with his 
fathers, and was buried in th^ city of David his father : 
and Rehoboam his son reigned in his stead. 

And Behohoam went to Shechem : for all Israel were 
come to Shechem to make him king. 

And it came to pass, when Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
who was yet in Egypt, heard of it, that they sent and 
called him. And Jeroboam and all the congregation of 
Israel came, and spake unto Rehoboam, saying, *Thy 

* father made our yoke grievous : npw therefore make thou 

* the grievous service of thy father, and his heavy yoke 
' which he put upon us, lighter, and we will serve thee.* 
And he said unto them, ' Depart yet for three days, then 

* come again to me.' And the people departed. 

And king Rehoboam consulfed with the old men, that 
stood before Solomon his father while he yet liVed, and 
said, ' How do ye advise that I may answer this people 1 * 
II. Q 
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And they spake unto him, sajing, ' If thon wilt be a ser- 
' vant unto this people this day, and wilt serve them, and 

* answer them, and speak good words to them, then they 

* will be thy servants for ever.' 

Bat he forsook the counsel of the old men, which they 
had given him, and consulted with the young men that 
were grown up with him, and which stood before him : 
and he said unto them, ' What counsel give ye that we 

* may answer this people, who have spoken to me, saying, 

* "Make the yoke which thy father did put upon us 
'lighter?"' And the young men that were grown up 
with him spake unto him, saying, ' Thus shalt thou speak 
' unto this people that spake unto thee, saying, " Thy 
' father made our yoke heavy, but make thou it lighter 
' unto us ; " thus shalt thou say unto them, " My little 
' finger shall be thicker than my father's loins. And now 

* whereas my father did lade you with a heavy yoke, I 
' will add to your yoke : my father hath chastised you 

* with whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions." ' 

So Jeroboam and all the people came to Behoboam the 
third day, as the king had appointed. And the king 
answered the people roughly, and forsook the old men's 
counsel that they gave him ; and spake to them after the 
counsel of the young men, saying, ' My father made your 
' yoke heavy, and I will add to your yoke : my father also 
' chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with 
' scorpions.' 

So when all Israel saw that the king hearkened not unto 
them, the people answered the king, saying, * What portion 

* have we in David 1 neither have we inheritance in the 
' son of Jesse : to your tents, O Israel : now see to thine 
' own house, David.' So Israel departed unto their tents. 
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Bat as for the children of Israel which dwelt in the cities 
of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them. 

Then king Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was oyer the 
tribute j and all Israel stoned him with stones^ that he 
died. Therefore king Rehoboam made speed to get him 
up to his charioty to flee to Jerusalem. So Israel rebelled 
against the house of David unto this day. 

And it came to pass, when aU Israel heard that Jero- 
boam was come again^ that they sent and called him unto 
the congregation, and made him king over aU Israel : there 
was none that followed the house of David^ but the tribe 
of Judah only. 

Then Jeroboam built Shechem in mount Ephraim, and 
dwelt therein. 

And it came to pass in the fifth year of king Rehoboam, 
that Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem; 
and he took away the treasures of the house of the Lord, 
and the treasures of the king's house ; he even took away 
all : and he took away all the shields of gold which 
Solomon had made. And king Rehoboam made in their 
stead brasen shields, and committed them unto the hands 
of the chief of the guard, which kept the door of the 
king's house. And it was so, when the king went into 
the house of the Lord, that the guard bare them, and 
brought them back into the guard chamber. 

-And there was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam 
all their days. And Rehoboam slept with his fathers, and 
was buried with his fathers in the city of David. And 
Ahijam his son reigned in his stead. 

Three years reigned he in Jerusalem. And he walked 
in all the sins of his father, which he had done before 
him : and his heart was not perfect with the Lord his 
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OoD, as the heart of David his father. Nevertheless for 
David's sake did the Lord his God give him a lamp in 
Jerusalem, to set up his son after him, and to establish 
Jerusalem* And there was war between Abijam and 
Jeroboam. 

And Abijam slept with his fathers ; and they buried him 
in the city of David : and Asa his son reigned in his stead. 

Forty and' one years reigned he in Jerusalem. And Asa 
did that which wa^ right in the eyes of the Lobd, as did 
David his father. And there was war between Asa and 
Baasha king of Israel all their days. 

And Asa slept with his fathers, and was buried with his 
fathers in the city of David his father : and Jekoahaphai 
his son reigned in his stead. 

- And in the thirty and eighth year of Asa king of Judah 
began Ahab the son of Omri to reign over Israel: and 
Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria 
twenty and two years. And Ahab the son of Omri did 
evil in the sight of the Lobd above all that were before 
him. And it came to pass, as if it had been a light thing 
for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
that he took to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king 
of the Zidonians, and went and served Baal, and worshipped 
him. And he reared up an altar for Baal in the house of Baal, 
which he had built in Samaria. And Ahab made a grove ; 
and Ahab did more to provoke the Lobd God of Israel 
to anger than all the kings of Israel that were before him. 

And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of 
Oilead, said unto Ahab, 'As the Lord God of Israel 
' liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor 
' rain these years, but according to my word.' 

And the word of the Lord came unto him, saying — 
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< Get tbee hence, and turn thee eastward, and bide thyself 
' by the brook Cherlth, that is before Jordan. And It shall 

< be, that thou shalt drink of the brook ; and I have com- 
' manded the ravens to feed thee there.* 

So he went and did according unto the word of the 
LoBD : for he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that 
is before Jordan. And the ravens brought him bread and 
flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening ; 
and he drank of the brook. And it came to pass after a 
while, that the brook dried up, because there had been no 
rain in the land. 

And the word of the Lord came unto him, saying — 

' Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, 
' and dwell there : behold, I have commanded a widow 
' woman there to sustain thee.' 

So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he 
came to the gate of the city, behold, the widow woman 
was there gathering of sticks : and he called to her, and 
said, * Fetch ine, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, 
' that I may drink.' And as she was going to fetch it, 
he called to her, and said, ' Bring me, I pray thee, a 

* morsel of bread in thine hand.' And she said, * As the 

* LoKD thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful 
' of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse : and^ behold, 
' I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it 

* for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die.' And 
Elijah said unto her, ' Fear not ; go and do as thou hast 
' said : but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring 

* it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son. For 
' thus saith the Lord God of Israel — 

* The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse 

* of oil fail, until the day that the Lord sendeth rain upon 
' the earth.' 
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And she went and did according to the saying of 
Elijah : and she, and he, and her house, did eat many 
days. And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the 
cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord, which 
He spake by Elijah. 

And it came to pass after these things, that the son of 
the woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick ; and his 
sickness was so sore, that there was no breath left in him. 
And she said unto Elijah, ' What have I to do with thee, 
^ thou man of God 1 art thou come nnto me to call my 
' sin to remembrance, and to slay my son 1 ' And he said 
unto her, ' Give me thy son.* And he took him out of 
her bosom, and carried him up into a loft, where he abode, 
and laid him upon his own bed. And he cried unto the 
LoBD, and said, ' O Lobd my God, hast thou also brought 
' evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her 
' son ? * And he stretched himself upon the child three 
times, and cried unto the Lobd, and said, ' O Lobd my 
' God, I pray thee, let this child's soul come into him again.' 
And the Lobd heard the voice of Elijah ; and the soul of 
the child came into him again, and he revived. And 
Elijah took the child and brought him down out of the 
chamber into the house, and delivered him unto his 
mother : and Elijah said, ' See thy son liveth.' And the 
woman said to Elijah, ' Now by this I know that thou art 
* a man of Gk>D, and that the word of the Lobd in thy 
' mouth is truth.' 

And it came to pass, after many days, that the word 
of the Lobd came to El^ah in the third year, say- 
ing— 

' Go, show tlqnidf unto Aliab; and I wiU send xala upon 
'tlieeartlL' 
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And Elijah went to show himself unto Ahab. And there 
was a sore famine in Samaria. 

* And Ahab called Obadiah, which was the governor of 
his house. (iNTow Obadiah feared the Lobd greatly : for 
it was so, when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the Lobd, 
that Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and hid them 
by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water.) 
And Ahab said unto Obadiah, ' Go into the land, unto all 

* fountains of water, and unto all brooks : peradventure we 

* may iind grass to save the horses and mules alive, that 

* we lose not all the beasts.* So they divided the land 
between them to pass throughout it : Ahab went one way 
by himself, and Obadiah went another way by himself. 

And as Obadiah was in the way, behold, Elijah met 
him : and he knew him, and fell on his face, and said, 

* Art thou that my lord Elijah ? ' And he answered him, 

* I am : go, tell thy lord, ** Behold, Elijah is here." * And 
he said, * What have I sinned, that thou wouldest deliver 
' thy servant into the hand of Ahab, to slay me ? As the 
' Lobd thy God liveth, there is no nation or. kingdom, 
^ whither my lord hath not sent to seek thee : and when 

* they said, " He is not there," he took an oath of the 
^ kingdom and nation, that they found thee not. And 

* now thou sayest, " Go, tell thy lord. Behold, Elijah is 

* here.'' And it shall come to pass, as soon as I am gone 

* from thee, that the Spirit of the Lobd shall carry thee 

* whither I know not ; and so when I come and tell Ahab, 

* and he cannot find thee, he shall slay me : but I thy 

* servant fear the Lobd from my youth. Was it not told 

* my lord what I did when Jezebel slew the prophets of 

* the Lobd, how I hid an hundred men of the Lobd's 
^ prophets by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and 
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' water f And now thou sayest, " Go, tell thy lord, Be- 
' hold, Elijah is here : ** and he shall slay me/ And 
Elijah said, ' As the Lobd of hosts liveth, before whom I 

* stand, I wiU surely show myself unto him to-day.' 

So Obadiah went to meet Ahab^ and told him : and Ahab 
went to meet Elijah. And it came to pass, when Ahab 
saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, ' Art thou he that 

* troubleth Israel 1 * And he answered, ' I have not 
' troubled Israel ; but thou, and thy father's house, in that 
\ ye have forsaken the commandments of the Lord, and 
' thou hast followed Baalim. Now therefore send, and 
' gather to me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and the 

* prophets of Baal four hundred and fifty, and the prophets 
< of the groves four hundred, which eat at Jezebel's table.' 
So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel^ and gathered 
the prophets together unto mount CarmeL 

And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, ' How 

* long halt ye between two opinions 1 if the Lobd be God, 
' follow him : but if Baal, then follow him.' And the 
people answered him not a word. Then said Elijah unto 
the people, ^ I, even I only, remain a prophet of the Lobd ; 
' but Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty men, Let 

* them therefore give us two bullocks ; and let them choose 
' one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay 
' it on wood, and put no fire under : and I will dress the 
' other bullock^ and lay it on wood, and put no fire under : 
' and call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on 

* the name of the Lord j and the God that answereth by 

* fire, let him be God.' And all the people answered and 
said, ' It is well spoken.' 

And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, ' Choose you 

* one buUock for yourselves, and dress it first ; for ye arft. 
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' many ; and call on the name of your gods, but put no 
' fire under.' And they took the bullock which was given 
them, and they dressed it, and called on the name of Baal 
from morning even until noon, saying, ' O Baal, hear us.' 
But there was no voice, uor any that answered. And they 
leaped upon the altar which was made. And it came to 
pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, ' Cry 
' aloud : for he is a god ; either he is talkbg, or he is 
* pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he 
' sleepeth, and must be awaked.' And they cried aloud, 
and cut themselyes after their manner with knives and 
lancets^ till the blood gushed out upon them. And it came 
to pass, when mid-day was past, and they prophesied until 
the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that there 
was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that 
regarded. 

> And Elijah said unto all the people, * Come near unto 
' me.' And all the people came near unto him. And he 
repaired the altar of the Lobd that was broken down. 
And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number 
of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the word of 
the Lord came, saying — 

* Israel shall be tliy name :* 

and with the stones he built an altar in the name of the 
Lord : and he made a trench about the altar, as great as 
would contain two measures of seed. And he put the 
wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him 
on the wood, and said, ' Fill four barrels with water, and 
^ pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood.' And he 
said, ' Do it the second time.' And they did it the second 
time. And he said, ' Do it the third time.' And they 
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did it the third time. And the water ran round about 
the altar ; and he filled the trench also with water. And 
it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening 
sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, 
^ Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be 
^ known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I 
^ am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at 
' thy word. Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people 

* may know that thou art the Lord God, and that thou 

* hast turned their heart back again.' Then the fire of the 
Lord fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, 
and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that 
was in the trench. 

And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces : 
and they said, ' The Lord, He is the God ! the Lord, Hs 
' is the God ! ' And Elijah said unto them, ' Take the 
' prophets of Baal ; let not one of them escape.' And they 
took them : and Elijah brought them down to the brook 
Kishon, and slew them there. 

And Elijah said unto Ahab, 'Get thee up, eat and 
' drink ; for there is a sound of abundance of rain.' So 
Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to 
the top of Carmel ; and he cast himself down upon the 
earth, and put his face between his knees, and said to his 
servant, ' Go up now, look toward the dea.' And he went 
up, and looked, and said, 'There is nothing.' And he 
said, ' Go again seven times.' And it came to pass, at the 
seventh time, that he said, ' Behold, there ariseth a little 
cloud out of the sea, like a man's hand.' And he said, 

* Go up, say unto Ahab, " Prepare thy chariot, and get 
' thee down, that the rain stop thee not." ' And it came 
to pass in the meanwhile, that the heaven was black with 
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clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. And Al^ab 
rode, and went to Jezreel. And the hand of the Lord was 
on Elijah ; and he girded np his loins, and ran before 
Ahab to the entrance of JezreeL 

And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and 
withal how he had slain all the prophets with the sword. 
Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, ' So let 

* the gods do to me, and more also, if I make not thy life 

* as the life of one of them by to-morrow about this time.' 
And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life, and 
came to Beer-sheba, which belongeth to Judah, and left his 
servant there. 

But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, 
and came and sat down under a juniper-tree : and he 
requested for himself that he might die ; and said, ' It is 

* enough ; now, O Lord, take away my life ; for I am not 
' better than my fathers.' And as he lay and slept under 
a juniper-tree, behold, then an angel touched him, and 
said unto him, 'Arise and eat.' And he looked, and, 
behold, there was a cake baken on the coals, and a cruse 
of water at his head. And he did eat and drink, and laid 
him down again. And the angel of the Lord came again 
the second time, and touched him, and said, ' Arise and 

* eat ; because the journey is too great for thee.' And he 
arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the strength of 
that meat forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the 
mount of God. 

And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there; and, 

behold, the word of the Lord came to him, and He said 

unto him — 

* What doest tbou here, Elijah 7 ' 

And he said, ^ I have been yery jealous for the Lord God 
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* of hosts : for the children of Israel have forsaken thy 
' covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy pro- 

* phets with the sword ; and I, even I only, am left ; and 

* they seek my life, to take it a,way.' And He said — 

* Go forth, and stand upon tbe mount before the LOBD.* 

And, behold, the Lobd passed by, and a great and strong 
wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks 
before the Lobd ; but the Lobd was not in the wind : and 
after the wind an earthquake ; but the Lobd was not in 
the earthquake : and after the earthquake a fire ; but the 
Lobd was not in the fire : and after the fire a still small 
voice. And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he 
wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood 
in the entering in of the cave. And, behold, there came a 
voice unto him, and said, ^What doest thou here, Elijah)' 
And he said, * I have been very jealous for the Lobd Gk)D 
' of hosts : because the children of Israel have forsaken 
' thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy 
' prophets with the sword ; and I, even I only, am left ; 
' and they seek my life, to take it away.' And the Lobd 
said unto him — 

' Ck), return on thy way to the^ wilderness of Damascus : 

* and when thou comest^ anoint Hasael to he king over Syzla : 
< and Jehu the son of Nlmshi shalt thou anoint to be Idng 
' over Israel : and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-mehOlah 

* Shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room. And it shall 
' oome to pass, that him that escapeth the sword of Hanel 

* Shall Jehu slay : and him that escapeth firam the swoid of 
' Jdhu shall EUsha slay. Tet I have left me seven thousand 
' in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, 
' and every mouth which hath not kissed him.' 

So he departed thence, and found Elisha the son of 
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Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen 
before him, and he with the twelfth : and Elijah passed 
by him, and cast his mantle upon him. And he left the 
oxen, and ran after Elijah, and said, ^Let me, I pray 

* thee, kiss my father and my mother, and then I will 

* follow thee.' And he said unto him, ^ Oo baek again : 
' for what have I done to thee 1 * And he returned back 
from him, and took a yoke of oxen, and slew them, and 
boiled their flesh with the instruments of the oxen, and 
gave unto the people, and they did eat. Then he arose, 
and went after Elijah, and ministered unto him. 

And Ben-hadad the king of Syria gathered all his host 
together : and there were thirty and two kings with him, 
and horses, and chariots: and he went up and besieged 
Samaria, and warred against it. And he sent messengers 
to Ahab king of Israel into the city, and said unto him, 

* Thus saith Ben-hadad, "Thy silver and thy gold is mine; 

* thy wives also and thy children, even the goodliest, are 

* mine." ' And the king of Israel answered and said, 

* My lord, king, according to thy saying, I am thine, 
and aH that I have.' 

And the messengers came again, and said, 'Thus speaketh 
' Ben-hadad, saying, ^'Although I have sent unto thee say- 
' ing. Thou shalt deliver me thy silver, and thy gold, and thy 

* wives, and thy children ; yet I will send my servants unto 

* thee to-morrow about this time, and they shall search thine 
' house, and the houses of thy servants ; and it shall be, 
' that whatsoever is pleasant in thine eyes, they shall put 
' it in their hand, and take it away." ' Then the king of 
Israel called all the elders of the land, and said, ' Mark, I 
' pray you, and see how this man seeketh mischief: for he 
' sent unto me for my wives, and for my children, and for 
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* my silver, and for my gold; and I denied him not.' 
And all the elders and all the people said unto Mm, 
' Hearken not unto him, nor consent.' Wherefore he said 
unto the messengers of £en-hadad, ' Tell my lord the king, 
' ''All that thou didst send for to thy servant at the first I 
' will do ; but this thing I may not do." ' And the mes- 
sengers departed, and brought him word again. 

And Ben-hadad sent unto him, and said, * The gods do 
' so unto me, and more also, if the dust of Samaria shall 

* suffice for handfuls for all the people that foDow me.* 
And the king of Israel answered and said, 'Tell him, ''Let 
' not him that girdeth on his harness boast himself as he 

* that putteth it off.'' ' And it came to pass when Ben- 
hadad heard this message, as he was drinking, he and the 
kings in the pavilions, that he said unto his servants, * Set 
' yourselves in array.' And they set themselves in array 
against the city. 

And, behold, there came a prophet unto Ahab king of 
Israel, saying, 'Thus saith the Lobd — 

'Hast tboa seen all tUs great multitude? btibcfld, I will 
* deliver It Into tlilne hand tills day; and tHou sbalt know 

< tHat I am tHe LOBD.' 

And Ahab said, ' By whom ? ' And he said, ' Thus saith 

* the Lord — 

< Even try tbe Yoxag men of tbe princes of tbe provinces.* 

Then he said, * Who shall order the battle T And he an- 
swered, *Thou.' 

Then he numbered the young men of the princes of the 
.provinces, and they were two hundred and thirty-two : and 
after them he numbered all the people, even all the chil- 
dren of Israel, being seven thousand. And they went 
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out at noon. But Ben-hadad was drinking himself drunk 
in the pavilions, he and the kings, the thirty and two kings 
that helped him. And the young men of the pVinces of 
provinces went out first; and Ben-hadad sent out, and they 
told him, saying, * There are men como out of Samaria.' 
And he said, * Whether they be come out for peace, take 
' them alive ; or whether they be come out for war, take 
' them alive.' So these young men of the princes of the 
provinces came out of the city, and the army which 
followed them. And they slew every one his man : and 
the Syrians fled ; and Israel pursued them : and Benha- 
dad the king of Syria escaped on a horse with the horse- 
men. And the king of Israel went out, and smote the 
horses and chariots, and slew the Syrians with a great 
slaughter. And the prophet came to the king of Israel, 
and said unto him, ' Go, strengthen thyself, and mark, and 
' see what thou doest : for at the return of the year the 

* king of Syria will come up against thee.' 

And the servants of the king of Syria said unto him, 
' Their gods are gods of the hills ; therefore they were 
' stronger than we ; but let us fight against them in the 

* plain, and surely we shall be stronger than they. And 
' do this thing. Take the kings away, every man out of his 
' place, and put captains in their rooms : and number thee 
' an army, like the army that thou hast lost, horse for horse, 
< and chariot for chariot : and we will fight against them 
' in the plain, and surely we shall be stronger than they,* 
And he hearkened unto their voice, and did so. 

And it came to pass at the return of the year, that 
Ben-hadad numbered the Syrians, and went up to Aphek, 
to fight against Israel. And the children of Israel were 
numbered, and were all present, and went against them : 
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and the children of Israel pitched before them like two little 
flocks of kids ; but the Syrians filled the country. And 
there came a man of God, and sps^e unto the king of 
Israel, and said, ' Thus saith the Lobd — 

< BecauBe tlie Syrians liaye said, "Tbe LOBD Is GOD of the 
« mils, xmx HE l8 not OOD of the valleys/' therefore will I 
* deliver all this great mnltitiide into thine hand, and ye 
« shall Imow that I am the LOBD/ 

And they pitched one over against the other seven days. 
And so it was, that in the seventh day the battle was 
joined : and the children of Israel slew of the Syrians an 
hundred thousand footmen in one day. But the rest fled 
to Aphek, into the city; and there a wall fell upon twenty 
and seven thousand of the men that were left. And 
Ben-hadad fled, and came into the city, into an inner 
chamber. 

And his servants said unto him, ' Behold now, we have 
' heard that the kings of the house of Israel are merciful 
' kings : let us, I pray thee, put sackcloth on our loins, and 
^ ropes upon our heads, and go out to the king of Israel : 
' peradventure he will save thy life.' So they girded sack- 
cloth on their loins, and put ropes on their heads, and 
came to the king of Israel, and said, ' Thy servant Ben- 
'- hadad saith, '^ I pray thee, let me live."' And he said, 
' Is he yet alive 1 he is my brother.' Now the men did 
diligently observe whether anything would come from him, 
and did hastily catch it: and they said, ^Thy brother 
' Ben-hadad.' Then he said, ' Go ye, bring him/ Then 
Ben-hadad came forth to him; and he caused him to come 
up into the chariot. And Ben-hadad said unto him, 'The 
* cities, which my father took from thy father, I will re- 
\ store ; and thou shalt make streets for thee in Damascus, 
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* as my father made in Samaria.' Then said Ahab, ' I 
' will send thee away with this covenant.' So he made a 
coTenant with him, and sent him away. 

And it came to pass after these things, that Naboth the 
Jezreelite had a vineyard, which was in Jezreel, hard by 
the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. And Ahab spake 
unto Naboth, saying, * Give me thy vineyard, that I may 

* have it for a garden of herbs, because it is near unto my 

* house : and I will give thee for it a better vineyard than 

* it ; or, if it seem good to thee, I will give thee the worth 
' of it in money.' And Naboth said to Ahab, ' The Lobd 

* forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my 
^ fathers unto thee.' 

And Ahab- came into his house heavy and displeased 
because of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had 
spoken to him : for he had said, ^ I will not give thee the 
^ inheritance of my fathers.' And he laid him down upon 
his bed, and turned away his face, and would eat no bread. 
But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said unto him, 
' Why is thy spirit so sad, that thou eatest no bread ? ' 
And he said unto her, ^ Because I spake unto Naboth the 

* Jezreelite, and said unto him, " Give me thy vineyard 

* for money ; or else if it please thee, I will give thee 

* another vineyard for it : " and he answered, " I will not 
*give thee my vineyard."' And Jezebel his wife said 
unto him, ' Dost thou now govern the kingdom of Israel ? 

* arise, and eat bread, and let thine heart be merry : I will 

* give thee the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.' So she 
wrote letters in AhaVs name, and sealed them with his 
seal, and sent the letters unto the elders and to the nobles 
that were in his city, dwelling with Naboth. And she 
wrote in the letters, saying, 'Proclaim a fast, and set 

II. H 
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* Naboth on high among the people : and set two men, 
< sons of Belial, before him, to bear witness against him, 
' saying, ^' Thou didst blaspheme Qod and the king." 

* And then carry him out^ and stone him, that he may 
*die.' 

And the men of his city, even the elders and the nobles 
who were the inhabitants in his city, did as Jezebel had 
sent unto them, and as it was written in the letters which 
she had sent unto them. They proclaimed a fast, and set 
Naboth on high among the people. And there came in 
two men, children of Belial, and sat before him : and the 
men of Belial witnessed against him, even against Naboth, 
in the presence of the people, saying, ' Naboth did blaa- 

* pheme God and the king.' Then they carried him forth 
out of the city, and stoned him with stones, that he died. 
Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, ^ Naboth is stoned, and 

* is dead.' 

And it came to pass, when Jezebel heard that Naboth 
was stoned, and was dead, that Jezebel said to Ahab, 
^ Arise, take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the 
' Jezreelite, which he refused to give thee for money : for 

* Naboth is not alive, but dead.' And it came to pass, 
when Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, that Ahab rose 
up to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to 
take possession of it 

And the word of the Lobd came to Elijah the Tishbite, 
saying — 

< Arise, go <low2i to meet Aliab king of IsraAl, wlilcli la In 
' Samaria : behold, be Is in the vineyard of Naboth, whither 
' he is gone down to poeeess it. And thou shalt speaik nnto 
' him, saying, " Thus saith the LOBD, Hast then UUed, and 
' also taken possession." And thon ahalt speak nnto him, 



BIBLE READING LESSOKS. 115 

' ' saying, *' Thiu saith the LORD, In the place where dogs 
' licked the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick thy blood, even 

* thine."' 

And Ahab said to Elijah, ' Hast tJiou found me, O mine 
' enemy V And lie answered, 'I have found thee: because 
' thou hast sold thyself to work evil in the sight of the 
' Lord.' And of Jezebel also spake the Lord, saying^*— - 

* The dogs shall eat Jesebel by the wall of JezreeL' 

But there was none like unto Ahab, which did sell him- 
self to work wickedness in the sight of the Lord, whom 
Jezebel his wife stirred up. And he did very abominably 
in following idols, according to all things as did the 
Amorites, whom the Lord cast out before the children of 
Israel. 

And it came to pass, when Ahab heard these words, 
that he rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his flesh, 
and fasted, and lay in sackcloth, and went softly. And 
the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, 
saying— 

* Beest then bow Ahab hnmbleth himsdlf before me ? be- 
' cause he humbleth himself before me, X will not bring the 

* evil in his days ; but in his son's days wlU Z bring the evil 

* upon his house.' 

And they continued three years without war between 
Syria and Israel. And it came to pass in the third year, 
that Jehoshaphat the king of Judah came down to the 
king of Israel. And the king of Israel said unto his 
servants, ' Enow ye that Eamoth in Gilead is ours, and we 
' be still, and take it not out of the hand of the king of 

* Syria 1 ' And he said unto Jehoshaphat, * Wilt thou go 

* witl^ me to battle to Ramoth-gilead ? ' And Jehoshaphat 
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said to the king of Israel, ' I am as thou art, my people as 

* thy people, my horses as thy horses/ 

And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of Israel, ^ Inquire, 

* I pray thee, at the word of the Lord to-day.' Then the 
king of Israel gathered the prophets together, about four 
hundred men, and said unto them, 'Shall I go against 

* Bamoth-gilead to battle, or shall I forbear ? ' And they 
said, 'Go up ; for the Lobd shall deliver it into the hand 

* of the king/ 

And Jehoshaphat said, ' Is there not here a prophet of 

* the Lord besides, that we might inquire of him f ' And 
the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, ' There is yet 

* one man, Micaiah the son of Imlah, by whom we may 

* inquire of the Lord : but I hate him ; for he doth not 
' prophesy good concerning me, but evlL' And Jehosha- 
phat said, ' Let not the king say so/ 

Then the king of Israel called Micaiah the son of 
Imlah.- 

And the king said unto him, 'Micaiah, shall we go 

' against Eamoth-gilead to battle, or shall we forbear f * 

And Micaiah said, 'I saw all Israel scattered upon the 

' hills, as sheep that have not a shepherd : and the Lord 

said — 

' Tbese liaye no master : let them return every man. to 
* Us house in peace.' 

And he said, ' If thou return at all in peace, the Lord 
' hath not spoken by me.' 

So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah 
went up to Ramoth-gilead. And the king of Israel said 
unto Jehoshaphat, ' I will disguise myself, and enter into 
' the battle ; but put thou on thy robes.' And the king 
of Israel disguised himself, and went into the battle. But 
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the king of Syria commanded his thirty and two captains 
that had role over his chariots, saying, 'Fight neither 
*• with small nor great, save only with the king of Israel/ 
And it came to pass, when the captains of the chariots 
saw Jehoshaphat, that they said, ' Surely it is the king of 

* Israel.' And they turned aside to fight against him : 
and Jehoshaphat cried out. And it came to pass, when 
the captains of the chariots perceived that it was not the 
king of Israel, that they turned back from pursuing him. 
And a certain man drew a bow at a venture, and smote the 
king of Israel between the joints of the harness : where- 
fore he said unto the driver of his chariot, ' Turn thine 
' hand, and carry me out of the host ; for I am wounded.' 
And the battle increased that day; and the king was 
stayed up in his chariot against the Syrians, and died at 
even : and the blood ran out of the wound into the midst 
of the chariot And there went a proclamation through- 
out the host about the going down of the sun, saying, 

* Every man to his city, and every man to his own 

* country.' So the king died, and was brought to 
Samaria ; and they buried the king in Samaria. And 
one washed the chariot in the pool of Samaria j and the 
dogs licked up his blood ; and they washed his armour ; 
according unto the word of the Lobd which He spake. 

So Ahab slept with his fathers ; and Ahaziah his son 
reigned in his stead. 

And Jehoshaphat the son of Asa began to reign over 
Judah in the fourth year of Ahab king of Israel. Jehosha- 
phat was thirty and five years old when he began to reign ; 
and he reigned twenty and five years in Jerusalem. And 
his mother's name was Azubah the daughter of Shilhi. 
And he walked in all the ways of Asa his father; he 
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tamed not aside from it, doing tliat whicH was right in 
the eyes of the Lobd : nevertheless the high places were 
not taken away ; for the people offered and burnt incense 
yet in the high places. And Jehoshaphat made peace with 
the king of Israel. 

* And Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers, and was buried 
with his fathers in the city of David his father : and 
Jehoram his son reigned in his stead. 

Ahaziah the son of Ahab began to reign over Israel in 
Samaria the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat king of 
Jndah, and reigned two years over Israel And he did 
evil in the sight of the Lobd, and walked in the way of 
his father, and in the way of his mother, and in the way 
of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin : 
for he served Baal, and worshipped him, and provoked to 
anger the Lord Qod of Israel, according to all that his 
father had done. 



THE SECOND BOOK OF THE KINGS. 



Then Moab rebelled against Israel after the death of 
Ahab. And Ahaziah feU down through a lattice in his 
upper chamber that was in Samaria, and was sick : and 
he sent messengers, and said unto them, * Go, inquire of 
< Baal-zebub the god of Ekron whether I shall recover of 
' this disease/ But the angel of the Lobd said to Elijah 
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the Tishbite, ' Arise, go up to meet the messengers of the 
' king of Samaria, and say unto them, *' Is it not because 

* there is not a Qod in Israel, that ye go to inquire of 
' Baal-zebub the god of Ekron ? Now therefore thus saith 

* the Lord — 

* Thon Shalt not come down from tbat bed on wUdi tbon 
' art gone up, but sbalt surely die." ' 

And Elijah departed. 

And when the messengers turned back unto him, he 
said unto them, * Why are ye now turned back f ' And 
they said unto him, ' There came a man up to meet us, 
^ and said unto us, '^ Go, turn again unto the king that 
' sent you, and say unto him. Thus saith the Lord, Is it 
' not because there is not a God in Israel, that thou 
' sendest to inquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron ? 

* therefore thou shalt not. come down from that bed on 
^ which thou art gone up, but shalt surely die." ' And 
he said unto them, ' What manner of man was he which 

* came up to meet you, and told you these words ? * And 
they answered him, ' He was an hairy man, and girt with 
a girdle of leather about his loins.' And he said, ' It is 

* Elijah the Tishbite.' 

Then the king sent unto him a captain of fifty with his 
fifty. And he went up to him : and, behold, he sat on 
the top of an hill. And he spake unto him, ' Thou man 

* of God, the king hath said, '' Come down." ' And 
Elijah answered and said to the captain of fifty, ' If I be 

* a man of Gk)D, then let fire come down from heaven, and 
' consume thee and thy fifty.' And there came down fire 
from heayen, and consumed him and his fifty. Again also 
he sent unto him another captain of fifty with his fifty. 
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And he answered and said unto him, * O man of God, 
' thus hath the king said, " Come down quickly." ' And 
Elijah answered and said unto them, ' If I be a man of 

* God, let fire come down from heaven, and consume thee 

* and thy fifty.' And the fire of God came down from 
heaven, and consumed him and his fifty. And he sent 
again a captain of the third fifty with his fifty. And the 
third captain of fifty went up, and came and fell on 
his knees before Elijah, and besought him, and said unto 
him, ' O man of God, I pray thee, let my life, and the life 

* of these fifty thy servants, be precious in thy sight. 
' Behold, there came fire down from heaven, and burnt up 

* the two captains of the former fifties with their fifties : 

* therefore let my life now be precious in thy sight.' And 
the angel of the Lord said unto Elijah, ' Go down with 
' him : be not afraid of him.' And he arose, and went 
down with him unto the king. And he said unto him, 

* Thus saith the Lobd — 

* Forasmuch as thou hast sent messengers to Inquire of 
' Baal-zebuh the god of Ekron, is it not hecaose there is no 
' ODD in Israel to inquire of his word 7 therefore thou shalt 
< not come down off that bed on which thou art gone up, 
' hut Shalt surely die.' 

So he died according to the word of the Lo&D which 
Elijah had spoken. And Jehoram reigned in his stead in 
the second year of Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat king of 
Judah ; because he had no son. 

And it came to pass, when the Lobd would take up 
Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with 
Elisha from Gilgal. And Elijah said unto Elisha, * Tarry 

* here, I pray thee ; for the Lobd hath sent me to Bethel.' 
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And Elifiha said unto him, ' As thiQ Lobd liyeth, and as 

* thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee.' So they went 
down to Bethel And the sons of the jprophets that were 
at Bethel came forth to ' Elisha, and said unto him, 
' Knowest thou that the Lobd will take away thy master 
' from thy head to-day ? ' And he said, * Yea, I know it ; 
' hold ye your peace.' And Elijah said unto him, ^ Elisha, 
' tarry here, I pray thee ; for the Lobd hath sent me to 

* Jericho.' And he said, ' As the Lord liveth, and as thy 

* soul liveth, I will not leave thee.' So they came to 
Jericho. And the sons of the prophets that were at 
Jericho came to Elisha, and said unto* him, ' Knowest thou 
' that the Lobd will take away thy master from thy head 

* to-day 1 ' And he answered, * Yea, I know it ; hold ye 
' your peace.' And Elijah said unto him, * Tarry, I pray 

* thee, here ; for the Lobd hath sent me to Jordan.' And 
he said, ' As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will 

* not leave thee.* And they two went on. And fifty men 
of the sons of the prophets went, and stood to view afar 
off : and they two stood by Jordan. And Elijah took his 
mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, 
and they were divided hither and thither, so that they two 
went over on dry ground. 

And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that 
Elijah said unto Elisha, ' Ask what I shall do for thee, 
' before I be taken away from thee.' And Elisha said, ' I 
' pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me.' 
And he said, * Thou hast asked a hard thing : neverthe- 
' less, if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall 
' be so unto thee ; but if not, it shall not be so.' 

And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, 
that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of 
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fire, and parted them. both asunder; and Elijah went up 
by a whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha saw it, and he 
cried, ' My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the 
' horsemen thereof.' And he saw him no more : and he 
took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces. 
He took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, 
and went back, and stood by the bank of Jordan ; and he 
took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and smbte 
the waters, and said, * Where is the Lobb Qod of Elijah)' 
and when he also had smitten the waters, they parted 
hither and thither : and Elisha went over. 

Now Jehoram the son of Ahab began to reign over 
Israel in Samaria the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat king 
of Judah, and reigned twelve years. And he wrought evil 
in the sight of the Lord ; but not like his father, and like 
his mother : for he put away the image of Baal that hb 
father had made. 

And' Mesha king of Moab was a sheepmaster, and ren- 
dered unto the king of Israel an hundred thousand lambs, 
and an hundred thousand rams, with the wooL But it 
came to pass, when Ahab was dead, that the king of Moab 
rebelled against the king of Israel. 

And king Jehoram went out of Samaria the same time, 
and numbered all Israel. And he went and sent to 
Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, saying, 'The king of Moab 
' hath rebelled against me : wilt thou go with me against 
' Moab to battle 1 ' And he said, * I will go up : I am as 
' thou art, my people as thy people, and my horses as thy 
'horses.' And he said, 'Which way shall we go upl* 
And he answered, ' The way through the wilderness of 
VEdom.' So the king of Israel went, and the king of 
Judah, and the king of Edom : and they fetched a com- 
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pass of seven days' journey : and there was no water for 
the host, and for the cattle that followed them. 

And the king of Israel said, ' Alas ! that the Lord hath 
' called these three kings together, to deliver them into the 
^ hand of Moab ! ' But Jehoshaphat said, ' Is there not 
' here a prophet of the Lord, that we may inquire of the 
' Lord by him ? ' And one of the king of Israel's servants 
answered and said, ^ Here is Elisha the son of Shaphat, 

* which poured water on the hands of Elijah.' And 
Jehoshaphat said, * The word of the Lord is with hinu' 
So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat and the king of 
Edom went down to him. And Elisha said unto the king 
of Israel, ' What have I to do with thee 1 get thee to the 

* prophets of. thy father^ and to the prophets of thy 
' mother.' And the king of Israel said unto him, ' Nay : 

* for the Lord hath called these three kings together, to 
' deliver them into the hand of Moab.' And Elisha said, 
' As the Lord of hosts Uveth, before whom I stand, 

* surely, were it not that I regard the presence of Jehosha- 

* phat the king of Judah, I would not look toward thee, 
' nor see thee. But now bring me a minstrel.' And it 
came to pass, when the minstrel played, that the hand of 
the Lord came upon him. And he said, ' Thus saith the 

* Lord — 

' Make this valley full of dltobes.' 

* For thus saith the Lord — 

' Te shall not see wind, neltlier Shall sre see rain ; yet that 

* TaUey shall he filled with water, that ye may drink, both 

* ye, and your cattle, and your heasts.' 

' And this is but a light thing in the sight of the Lord : 
' Hb will deliver the Moabites also into your hand. And 
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^ ye shall smite every fenced city, and eveiy choice city, 

< and shall fell every good tree, and stop all wells of water, 
' and mar every good piece of land with stones.' 

* And it. came to pass in the morning, when the meat- 
offering was offered, that^ behold, there came water by the 
way of Edom, and the country was filled with water. And 
when all the Moabites heard that the kings were come up 
to fight against them, they gathered all that were able to 
put on armour, and upward, and stood in the border. 
And they rose up early in the morning, and the sun shone 
upon the water, and the Moabites saw the water on the 
' other side as red as blood : and they said, '^ This is blood : 
' the kings are surely slain, and they have sAiitten one 
' another : now therefore, Moab, to the spoil." * And when 
they came to the camp of Israel, the Israelitea rose up and 
smote the Moabites, so that they fled before them : but 
they went forward smiting the Moabites, even in their 
country. 

Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the 
sons of the prophets unto Elisha, saying, 'Thy servant my 

* husband is dead ; and thou knowest that thy servant did 
' fear the Lord : and the creditor is come to take unto 
' him my two sons to be bondmen.' And Elisha said unto 
her, ' THiat shall I do for thee ? tell me, what hast thon 

< in the house ? ' And she said, ' Thine handmaid hath 

* not anything in the house, save a pot of oiL' Hien ha 
said, 'Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy neigh- 
( hours, even empty vessels ; borrow not a few. And when 

< thou art come in, thou shalt shut the door upon thee and 
' upon thy sons, and shalt pour out into all those vessels, 
' and thou shalt set aside that which is fulL' So she went 
from him, and shut the door upon her and upon her sons, 



BIBLE READING LESSONS. 125 

who brought the vessels to her ; and she poared out. And 
it came to pass, when the vessels were fall, that she said 
unto her son, * Bring me yet a vessel' And he said unto 
her, 'There is not a vessel more/ And the oil stayed. 
Then she came and told the man of God. And he said, 
' Qo, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and thy 
' children of the rest' 

And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem, 
where was a great woman ; and she constrained him to eat 
bread. And so it was, that as oft as he passed by, he 
turned in thither to eat bread. And she said unto her 
husband, * Behold now, I perceive that this is an holy man 
' of QoD, which passeth by us continually. Let us make a 
' little chamber, I pray thee, on the wall ; and let us set 
' for him there a bed, and a table, and a stool, and a 
' candlestick : and it shall be, when he cometh to us, that 

* he shall turn in thither.' And it fell on a day, that he 
came thither, and he turned into the chamber, and lay 
there. And he said to Gehazi his servant, * Call this 
< Shunatnmite.' And when he had called her, she stood 
before him. And he said unto him, * Say now unto her, 

* '* Behold, thou hast been careful for us with all this care ; 

* what is to be done for thee 1 wouldest thou be spoken for 

* to the king, or to the captain of the host 1 " ' And she 
answered, 'I dwell among mine own people.' And he 
said, 'YHiat then is to be done for her)' And Gehazi 
answered, ' Verily she hath no child, and her husband is 

* old.' And he said, * Call her.' And when he had called 
her, she stood in the door. And he said, ^ About this 

* season thou shalt embrace a son.' And the woman bare 
a son at that season that Elisha had said unto her. 

And when the child was grown, it fell on a day, that 
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he went out to his father to the reapers. And he said 
unto his father, ' My head, my head/ And he said to a 
lad, ' Carry him to his mother.' And when he had taken 
him, and brought him to his mother, he sat on her knees 
till noon, and then died. And she went up, and laid him 
on the bed of the man of God, and shut the door upon 
him, and went out. And she called unto her husband, 
and said, ' Send me, I pray thee, one of the young men, 
' and one of the asses, that I may run to the man of Ood, 

* and come again.' And he said, ' Wherefore wilt thou go 

* to him to-day ) it is neither new moon, nor sabbath.' 
And she said, ' It shall be well.' Then she saddled an 
ass, and said to her servant, 'Drive, and go forward; 

* slack not thy riding for me, except I bid thee.' So she 
went and came unto the man of God to mount Carmel. 
And it came to pass, when the man of God saw her afar 
off, that he said to Gebazi his servant, ' Behold, yonder is 
' that Shunammite : run now, I pray thee, to meet her 

* and say unto her, " Id it well with thee ? is it well with thy 

* husband ? is it well with the child ? '" And she answered, 

* It is well.' And when she came to the man of God to 
the hill, she caught him by the feet : but Gehazi came 
near to thrust her away. And the man of God said, ' Let 

* her alone ; for her soul is vexed within her : and the Lord 

* hath hid it from me, and hath not told me/ Then she 
said, ' Did I desire a son of my lord 1 did I not say, '* Do 
' not deceive me f ' Then he said to Gehazi, * Gird up 
' thy loins, and take my staff in thine hand, and go thy 

* way : and if thou meet any man, salute him not ; and if 

* any salute thee, answer him not again : and lay my staff 
< upon the face of the child.' And the mother of the child 
said, < As the Lobd liveth, and as thy soul liveth^ I will 
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' not leave thee.' And he arose, and followed her. And 
Gehazi passed on before them, and laid the staff upon 
the face of the child ; but there was neither voice, nor 
hearing. Wherefore he went again to meet him, and told 
him, saying, 'The child is not awaked.' And when 
Elisha was come into the house, behold, the child was dead, 
and laid upon his bed. He went in therefore, and shut 
the door upon them twain, and prayed unto the Lord. 
And he went up, and lay upon the child, and put his mouth 
upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands 
upon his hands : and he stretched himself upon the child ; 
and the flesh of the child waxed warm. Then he returned, 
and walked in the house to and fro ; and went up, and 
stretched himself upon him : and the child sneezed seven 
timesy and the child opened his eyes. And he called 
Qehazi, and said, ' Call this Shunammite.' So he called 
her. And when she was come in unto him, he said, ' Take 
up thy son.' Then she went in, and fell at his feet, and 
bowed herself to the ground, and took up her son, and 
went out. 

Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria; 
was a great man with his master, and honourable, because 
by him the Lobd had given deliverance unto Syria : hd 
was also a mighty man in valour, but he was a leper. And 
the Syrians had gone out by companies, and had brought 
away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid ; and • 
she waited on Naaman's wife. And she said unto her 
mistress, * Would God my lord were with the prophet that 
' is in Samaria ! for he would recover him of his leprosy.' 
And one went in, and told his lord, saying, ' Thus and 
' thus said the maid that is of the land of Israel.' And 
the king of Syria said, < Go to, go, and I will send a letter 
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' unto, the king of Israel.' And he departed, and took 
with him ten talents of silver, and six thousand pieces of 
gold, and ten changes of raiment. And he brought the 
letter to the king of Israel, saying, ^ Now when this letter 
' is come unto thee, behold, I have therewith sent Naaman 

* my servant to thee, that thou may est recover him of his 
' leprosy.^ And it came to pass, when the king of Israel 
had read the letter, that he rent his clothes, and said, 'Am 

* I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man doth send 

* unto me to recover a man of his leprosy ? 'wherefore con- 
' aider, I pray you, and see how he seeketh a quarrel 
' against me.' 

And it was so, when Elisha the man of God had heard 
that the king of Israel had rent his clothes, that he sent to 
the king, saying, * Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes ? 
' let him come now to me, and he shall know that there is 
' a prophet in Israel.' So Naaman came with his horses 
and with his chariot, and stood at the door of the house of 
Elisha. And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, 
' Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall 
' come again to thee, and' thou shalt be clean.' But 
Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, ' Behold, I 
' thought, he will surely come out to me, and stand, and 
' call on the name of the Lord his God, and strike his 

* hand over the place, and recover the leper. Are not 

* Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all 

* the waters of Israel ? may I not wash in them, and be 
' clean V So he turned and went away in a rage. And 
' his servants came near, and spake unto him, and said, 'My 

* father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, 

* wouldest thou not have done it 1 how much rather then, 
' when he saith to thee, " Wash, and be clean?" ' Then 
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went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, ac- 
cording to the saying of the man of God : and his flesh came 
again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. 
And he returned to the man of God, he and all his com- 
pany, and came, and stood before him : and he said, 
' Behold, now I know that there is no God in all the 
' earth, but in Israel : no^w therefore, I pray thee, take a 
' blessing of thy servant.^ But he said, * As the Lord 

* liveth, before whom I stand, I will receive none.' And 
he urged him to take it ; but he refused. And Naaman 
said, ' Shall there not then, I pray thee, be given to thy 

* servant two mules' burden of , earth ) for thy servant 
' will henceforth offer neither burnt-offering nor sacrifice 
' unto other gods, but unto the Lord. In this thing the 
' Lord pardon thy servant, that when my master goeth 

* into the house of Eimmon to worship t]iere, and he 
' leaneth on my hand, and I bow myself in the house of 
' Eimmon : when I bow down myself in the house of 

* Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy servant in this thing.' 
And he said unto him, ^ Go in peace.' So he departed 
from him a little way. 

But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, said, 
' Behold, my master hatj;^ spared Naaman this Syrian, in 
' not receiving at his hands that which he brought : but, 
' as the Lord liveth, I will run after him, and take some- 

* what of him.' So Gehazi f(^owed after Naaman. And 
when Naaman saw him running after him, he lighted down 
from the chariot to meet him, and said, ^ Is all well 1 * 
And he said, * All is well. My master hath sent me, say- 

* ing, " Behold, even now there be come to me from mount 

* Ephraim two young men of the sons of the prophets : 

* give them, I pray thee, a talent of silver, and two changes 

II. I 
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* of garments." ' And Naaman said, ' Be content, take two 
' talents/ And he urged him, and bound two talents of 
silver in two bags, with two changes of garments, and laid 
them upon two of his servants ; and they bare them before 
him. And when he came to the tower, he took them from 
their hand, and bestowed them in the house : and he let 
the men go, and they departed. But he went in, and stood 
before his master. And Elisba said unto him, ' Whence 

* comest thouj Gehazi ? * And he said, * Thy servant went 
' no whither.' And he said unto him, ' Went not mine 

* heart with thee," when the man turned again from his 

* chariot to meet thee ? Is it a time to receive money, and 
' to receive garments, and oliveyards, and vineyards, and 

* sheep, and oxen, and men-servants, and maid-servants? 

* The leprosy therefore of Kaaman shall cleave unto thee, 
' and unto thy seed for ever.' And he went out from his 
presence a leper as white as snow. 

And in the fifth year of Joram the son of Ahab king of 
Israel, Jehoshaphat being then king of Judah, Jehoram the 
son of Jehoshaphat king of Judah began to reign. Thirty 
and two years old was he when he began to reign ; and 
he reigned eight years in Jerusalem. And he walked in 
the way of the kings of Israel, as did the house of Ahab : 
for the daughter of Ahab was his wife : and he did evil in 
the sight of the Lord. Yet the Lord would not destroy 
Judah for David his servant's sake, as H£ promised to 
give him alway a light, and to his children. 

In his days Edom revolted from under the hand of 
Judah, and made a king over themselves. 

And Joram slept with his fathers, and was buried with 
his fathers in the city of David : and Ahaziah his son 
reigned in his stead. 
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In the twelfth year of Joram the son of Ahab king of 
Israel did Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king of Judah begin 
to reign. Two and twenty years old was Ahaziah when he 
began to reign; and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. 
And his mother's name was Athaliah, the daughter of Omri 
king of Israel. And he walked in the way of the house of 
Ahab, and did evil in the sight of the Lord, as did the 
house of Ahab : for he was the son-in-law of the house of 
Ahab. And he went with Joram the son of Ahab to the war 
against Hazael king of Syria in Ramoth-gilead ; and the 
Syrians wounded Joram. And king Joram went back 
to be healed in Jezreel of the wounds which the Syrians 
had given him at Ramah, when he fought against Hazael 
king of Syria. And Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king of 
Judah went down to see Joram the son of Ahab in Jezreel, 
because he was sick. 

And Elisha the prophet called one.of the children of the 
prophets, and said unto him, ' Gird up thy loins, and take 
' this box of oil in thine hand, and go to Eamoth-gilead : 

* and when thou comest thither, look out there Jehu the 
' son of Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi, and go in, and 

* make him arise up from among his brethren, and carry 
' him to an inner chamber ; then take the box of oil, and 
' pour it on his head, and say, ''Thus saith the Lord — 

' I liave anointed thee king over Israel." ' 

' Then open the door, and flee, and tarry not.* So the 
young man, even the young man the prophet, went to 
Ramoth-gilead. 

And when he came, behold, the captains of the host 
were sitting ; and he said, * I have an errand to thee, 
^ captain/ And Jehu said, * Unto which of all us ? ' And 
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he said, * To thee, O captain/ And he arose, and went 
into the house ; and he poured the oil on his head^ and 
said unto him, * Thus saith the Lord God of Israel — 

' I liave anointed thee king over the people of the LORD, 
< even orer IsraeL And thoa shalt smite the house of Ahab 
' thy master, that I may avenge the Uood of my servants 

* the prophets, and the hIoo4. of {Ul the servants of the LOSD, 

* at the hand of JezebeL' 

And he opened the door, and fled. 

Then Jehu came forth to the servants of his lord : and 
one said unto him, 'Is all well? wherefore came this mad 
' fellow to thee ] ' And he said unto them, ' Ye know the 
' man, and his communication.' And they said, *It if 
false; tell us now.' And he said, 'Thus and thus spake 
* he to me, saying, " Thus saith the Lobd, I have anointed 
' thee king over Israel." ' Then they hasted, and took every 
man his garment, and put it under him on the top of the 
stairs, and blew with trumpets, saying, ' Jehu is king ! ' 
So Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi con- 
spired against Joram. 

And Jehu said, ' If it be your minds, then let none go 
' forth nor escape out of the city to go to tell it in Jezreel.' 
So Jehu rode in a chariot, and went to Jezreel ; for Joram 
lay there. And Ahaziah kingpf Judah was come down to 
see Joram. And there stood a watchman on the tower in 
Jezreel, and he spied the company of Jehu as he came, and 
said, 'I see a company.' And Joram said, * Take an horse- 
' man, and send to meet them, and let him say, *' Is it 
' peace 1 '" So there went one on horseback to meet him, 
and said, 'Thus saith the king, "Is it peace?*'' And 
Jehu said, 'What hast thou to do with peace? turn thee 
' behind me.' And the watchman told, saying, ' The 
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* messenger came to them, but lie cometh not again,' 
Then he sent out a second on horseback, which came to 
them, and said, 'Thus saith the king, "Is it peace?" 
And Jehu answered, ' What hast thou to do with peace ? 
turn thee behind me/ And the watchman told, saying, 
' He came even unto them, and cometh not again : and the 

* driving is like the driving of Jehu the son of Nimshi ; for 

* he driveth furiously.' And Joram said, * Make ready.* 
And his chariot was made ready. And Joram king of 
Israel and Ahaziah king of Judah went out, each in his 
chariot, and they went out against Jehu, and met him in 
the portion of Naboth the Jezreelite. 

And Jehu drew a bow with his full strength, and smote 
Jehoram between his arms, and the arrow went out at his 
heart, and he sunk down in his chariot. Then said Jehu 
to Bidkar his captain, *Take up, and cast him in the 

* portion of the field of Naboth the Jezreelite : for remem- 

* ber how that, when I and thou rode together after Ahab 
' his father, the Lord laid this burden upon him. Now 
' therefore take and cast him into the plat of ground, 

* according to the word of the Lord.' 

But when Ahaziah the king of Judali saw this, he fled 
by the way of the garden house. And Jehu followed after 
him, and said, ' Smite him also in the chariot.' And they 
did so at the going up to Gur, which is by Ibleam. And 
he fled to Megiddo, and died there. And his servants 
carried him in a chariot to Jerusalem, and buried him in 
his sepulchre with his fathers in the city of David. 

And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of 
itj and she painted her face, and tired her head, and 
looked out at a window. And as Jehu entered in at the 
gate, she said, ' Had Zimri peace, who slew his master 1 * 
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And he lifted up his face to the window, and said, ' Who 

* is on my side f who ? ' And there looked out to him two 
or three eunuchs. And he said, * Throw her down.' So 
they threw her down : and some o( her blood was sprinkled 
on the wall, and on the horses : and he trode her under 
foot. And when he was come in, he did eat and drink, 
and said, ^ €U), see now this cursed woman, and bury her : 

* for she is a king's daughter.' And they went to bury 
her : but they found no more of her than the skull, and the 
feet, and the palms of her hands. Wherefore they came 
again, and told him. And he said, ' This is the word of 

* the LoBD, which He spake by his servant Elijah the 
Tishbite, saying — 

* iR fbe portioB of Jeireel aihall dogs eat^e flesh of Jeaeb^ : 

* and the carcase of JesEehel shall^be as dung upon the face 

* of the fldd In the portion of Jexreel ; so that they shall 
not say, " This is JeseheL" * 

And when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her 
son was dead, she arose and destroyed all the seed royaL 
But Jehosheba, the daughter of king Joram, sister of 
Ahaziah, took Jocish the son of Ahaziah, and stole him 
from among the king's sons which were slain ; and they 
hid him, even him and his nurse, in the bedchamber from 
Athaliah, so that he was not slain. And he was with her 
hid in the house of the Lord six years. And Athaliah 
did r^gn over the land. 

And the seventh year Jehoiada sent and fetched the 
rulers over hundreds, and the captains with the guard, and 
brought them to him into the house of the Lord, and 
made a covenant with them, and took an oath of them in 
the house of the Lord, and shgwed them the king's son. 
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And he commanded them, saying, ^ This is the thing that 
' ye shall do ; A third part of you that enter in on the 
' Sabbath shall even be keepers of the watch of the king's 
' honse ; and a third part shall be at the gate of Sur ; and 
' a third part at the gate behind the guard : so shall ye 
' keep the watch of the house, that it be not broken down. 
' And two parts of all you that go forth on the Sabbath, 
' eyen they shall keep the watch of the house of the Lord 
' about the king. And ye shall compass the king round 
' about, every man with his weapons in his hand : and he 
' that Cometh within the ranges, let him be slain : and be 
' ye with the king as he goeth out and as he cometh in.' 

And the captains over the hundreds did according to 
all things that Jehoiada the priest commanded : and they 
took every man his men that were to come in on the 
Sabbath, with them that should go out on the Sabbath, 
and came to Jehoiada the priest. And the guard stood, 
every man with his weapons in his hand, round about the 
king, from the right corner of the temple to the left comer 
of the temple, along by the altar. and the temple. And he 
brought forth the king's son, and put the crown upon him, 
and gave him the testimony ; and they made him king, 
and anointed him ; and they clapped their hands, and 
said, ' God save the king.* And when Athaliah heard 
the noise of the guard and of the people, she came to the 
people into the temple of the Lo&d. And when she 
looked, behold, the king stood by a pillar, as the manner 
was, and the princes and the trumpeters by the king, and 
all the people of the land rejoiced, and blew with trumpets : 
and Athaliah rent her clothes, and cried, ' Treason ! trea* 
' son 1 ' But Jehoiada the priest commanded the captains 
of the hundreds, the officers of the host, and said unto 
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tbem, ' Have her forth without the ranges : and him that 
* foUoweth her kill with the sword.' 

And Jehoiada made a covenant between the Lord and 
the Hng and the people, that they should be the Lord's 
people ; between the king also and the people. And all 
the people of the land went into the house of Baal, and 
brake it down ; his altars and his images- brake they in 
pieces thoroughly, and slew Mattan the priest of Baal 
before the altars. And the priest appointed officers over 
the house of the Lord. And he took the rulers over 
hundreds, and the captains, and^ the guard, and all the 
people of the land ; and they brought down the king from 
the house of the Lord, and came by the way of the gate 
of the guard to the king's house. ' And he sat on the 
throne of the kings. 

Seven years old was Jehoash when he began to reign. 
In the seventh year of Jehu Jehoash began to reign ; and 
forty years reigned he in Jerusalem. And Jehoash did 
Jthat which was right in the sight of the Lord all his days 
wherein Jehoiada the priest instructed hioL But the 
high places were not taken away : the people stiU Bacri- 
ficed and burnt incense in the high places. 

Then Hazael king of Syria went up, and fought against 
Gath, and took it : and Hazael set his face to go up to 
Jerusalem. And Jehoash king of Judah took all the 
hallowed things that Jehoshaphat, and Jehoram, and 
Ahaziah, his fathers, kings of Judah, had dedicated, and 
his own hallowed things, and all the gold that was found 
in the treasures of the house of the Lord, and in the 
king's house, and sent it to Hazael king of Syria : and he 
went away from Jerusalem. 

And his servants arose, and made a conspiracy, and slew 
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Joasb, and they buried him with his fathers in the city 
of David : and Amaziah his son reigned in his stead. 

And they made a conspiracy against him in Jerusalem, 
and he fled to Lachish ; but they sent after him to Lachish, 
and slew him there, and he was buried at Jerusalem with 
his fathers in the city of David. 

And all the people of Judah took Azariah, and made 
him king instead of his father. And he did that which 
was right in the sight of the Lobd, according to all that 
his father had done 3 save that the high places were not 
removed : the people sacrificed and burnt incense still in 
the high places. And the Lord smote the king, so that 
he was a leper unto the day of his death. 

And Jotham his son reigned in his stead. Five and 
twenty years old was he when he began to reign, and he 
reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. And he did that 
which was right in the sight of the Lord. Howbeit the 
high places were not removed. He built the higher gate 
of the house of the Lord. And Jotham slept with his 
fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the city of 
David, and Ahaz his son reigned in his stead. 

Twenty years old was Ahaz when he began to reign, 
and reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem, and did not that 
which was right in the sight of the Lord his Qod, like 
David his father. But he walked in the way of the 
king3 of Israel, and he sacrificed and burnt incense in the 
high places, and on the hills, and under every green tree. 

Then Bezin king of Syria and Pekah son of Eemaliah 
king of Israel came up to Jerusalem to war : and they 
besieged Ahaz, but could not overcome him. So Ahaz 
sent messengers to Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, saying, 
^ I am thy servant and thy son : come up, and save me 
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' ' out of the hand of the king of Syria, and out of the 
' hand of the king of Israel, which rise up against me.' 
And Ahaz took the silver and gold that was found in the 
house of the Lord, and in the treasures of the king's 
house, and sent it for a present to the king of Assyria. 
And the king of Assyria hearkened unto him : for the 
king of Assyria went up against Damascus, and took it, 
and carried the people of it captire to Kir, and slew 
Eezin. And Aha^ slept with his fathers, and was buried 
with his fathers in the city of David, and Hezehiah his 
son reigned in his stead. 

In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah began 
Hoshea to reign in Samaria. And he did that which was 
evil in the sight of the Lord. Against him came up 
Shalmaneser king of Assyria; and Hoshea became his 
servant. And the king of Assyria found conspiracy in 
Hoshea, therefore he shut him up, and bound him in 
prison. Then the king of Assyria came up throughout aU 
the land, and went up to Samaria, and besieged it three 
years. In the ninth year of Hoshea the king of Assyria 
took Samaria, and carried Israel away into Assyria, and 

' placed them in the cities of the Medes. 

For so it was, that the children of Israel had sinned 
against the Lord their God, which had brought them up 
out of the land of Egypt, from under the hand of Pharaoh 
king of Egypt, and had feared other gods, and walked in 
the statutes of the heathen, \Hiom the Lord cast oujb from 
before the children of Israel, and of the kings of Israel, 
which they had made. And the children of Israel did 
secretly those things that were not right against the Lord 
their God, and they built them high places in aU their 
cities, from the tower of the watchmen to the fenced city. 
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And they set them up images and groves in every high 
hill, and under every green tree : and there they burnt 
incense in all the high places, as did the heathen ^rhom 
the LoBD carried away before them ; and wrought wicked 
things X to provoke the Lobd to anger: for they served 
idols, whereof the Lobd had said unto them — 
' 7e sliaU not do this tblng.' 

Tet the Lobd testified against Israel, and against Judah, 
by all the prophets, and by all 4;he seers, saying — 

' Tom ye from your evil ways, and keep my commandments 
' and my statutes, aecordins: to aU the law wUch I oom- 
' manded your fathers, and wMch I sent to you by my 
* servants the prophets.' 

Notwithstanding they would not hear, but hardened their 
necks, like to the neck of their fathers, that did not 
believe in the Lobd their God. And they rejected his 
statutes, and his covenant that He made with their 
fathers^ and his testimonies which he testified against 
them ; and they followed vanity, and became vain, and 
went after the heathen that were round about them, con- 
cerning whom the Lobd had charged them, that they 
should not do like them. And they left all the command- 
ments of the Lobd their God, and made them molten 
images, even two calves, and made a grove, and wor- 
shipped all the host of heaven, and served BaaL And 
they caused their sons and their daughters to pass through 
the fire, and used divination and enchantments, and sold 
themselves to do evil in the sight of the Lobd, to provoke 
him to anger. Therefore the Lobd was very angry with 
Israel, and removed them out of his sight: there was none 
left but the tribe of Judah only. 

Hezekiah reigned twenty and nine years in Jerusalem. 
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And he did tliat which was right in the sight of the Lord, 
according to all that David his father did. He removed 
the high places, and brake the images, and cut down the 
groves, and brake in pieces the brasen serpent that Moses 
had made : for unto those days the children of Israel did 
bum incense to it : and he called it Nehnshtan. He 
trusted in the Lord Qod of Israel ; so that after him was 
none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor any that 
were before him. For he clave to the Lobd, and departed 
not from following him, but kept his commandments, 
which the Lobd commanded Moses. 

And the Lobd was with him; and he prospered whither- 
soever he went forth. 

Now in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah did Sen- 
nacherib king of Assyria coifie up against all the fenced 
cities of Judah, and took them. And Hezekiah king of 
Judah sent to the king of Assyria to Lachish, saying, ' I 
' have offended ; return from me : that which thou puttest 
* on me will I bear.* And the king of Assyria appointed 
unto Hezekiah king of Judah three hundred talents of 
silver and thirty talents of gold. And Hezekiah gave him 
all the silver that was found in the house of the Lobd, 
and in the treasures of the king's housa At that time 
did Hezekiah cut off the gold from the doors of the temple 
of the Lord, and from the pillars which Hezekiah king of 
Judah had overlaid, and gave it to the king of Assyria. 

And the king of Assyria sent Tartan and Rabsaris and 
Eab-shakeh from Lachish to king Hezekiah with a great 
host against Jerusalem. And they went up and came to 
Jerusalem. And when they were come up, they came and 
stood by the conduit of the upper pool, which is in the 
highway of the fuller's field. And when they had called 
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to the king, there came out to them Eliakim, the son of 
Hilkiah, which was over the household, and Shebna the 
scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph the recorder. 

And Rab-shakeh said unto them, ' Speak ye now to 
' Hezekiah, Thus saith the great king, the king of Assyria, 

* " What confidence is this wherein thou truatest ? Thou 
' sayest, (but they are but vain words,) I have counsel 

* and strength for the war. Now on whom dost thou 

* trust, that thou rebellest against me ? Now, behold, 
' thou trustest upon the staff of this bruised reed, even 

* upon Egypt, on which if a man lean, it wUl go into his 
^ hand, and pierce it : so is Pharaoh king of Egypt unto 
' all that trust on him. But if ye say unto me, We trust 
^ in the Lord our God : is not that He, whose high places 
' and whose altars Hezekiah hath taken away, and hath 

* said to Judah and Jerusalem, Ye shall worship before 

* this altar in Jerusalem 1 " Now therefore, I pray thee, 
' give pledges to my lord the king of Assyria, and I will 

* deliver thee two thousand horses, if thou be able on thy 

* part to set riders upon them. How then wilt thou 

* turn away the face of one captain of the least of my 

* master's servants, and put thy trust on Egypt for chariots 

* and for horsemen ? Am I now come up without the Lord 
' against this place to destroy it ? The Lord said to me, 

* " Go up against this land, and destroy it." ' 

Then Rab-shakeh stood and cried with a loud voice in 
the Jews' language, and spake,* saying, * Hear the word of 
' the great king, the king of Assyria : thus saith the king, 

* " Let not Hezekiah deceive you : for h# shall not be able 
' to deliver you out of his hand : neither let Hezekiah 

* make you trust in the Lord, saying. The Lord will 

* surely deliver us, and this city shall not be delivered into 
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the hand of the king of Assyria." Hearken not to 
Hezekiah : for thus saith the king of Assyria, '' Make an 
agreement with me by a present, and come out to me, 
and then eat ye every man of his own vine, and every 
one of his fig-tree, and drink ye every one the waters of 
his cistern : until I come and take you away to a land like 
your own land, a land of com and wine, a land of bread 
and vineyards, a land of oil olive and of honey, that ye 
may live, and not die : and hearken not unto Hezekiah, 
when he persuadeth you, saying. The Lord will deliver 
us. Hath any of the gods of the nations delivered at 
all his land out of the hand of the king of Assyria? 
Where are the gods of Hamath, and of Arpad) where 
are the gods of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah ? have they 
delivered Samaria out of mine hand? Who are they 
among all the gods of the countries, that bave delivered 
their country out of mine hand, that the Lord should 
deliver Jerusalem out of mine hand ? " * 
But the people held their peace, and answered bim 
not a word : for the king's commandment was^ saying, 
'Answer him not.' 

Then came Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, which was over 
the household, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of 
Asaph the recorder, to Hezekiah with their clothes rent, 
and told him the words of Eab-shakeh. And it came to 
pass, when king Hezekiah heard it, that he rent his clothes, 
and covered himself with sackcloth, and went into the 
house of the Lord. And he sent Eliakim, which was over 
the household, and Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the 
priests, covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah the prophet the 
son of Amoz. And they said unto him, 'Thus saith 
* Hezekiah, " This day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, 
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^ and blasphemy. It may be the Lord thy God urill hear 

* all the words of Bab-shakeh, whom the king of Assyria 
' his master hath sent to reproach the living God; and will 
' reprove the words which the Lobd thy God hath heard : 
' wherefore lift up thy prayer for the remnant that are 
' left." ' 

So the servants of king Hezekiah came to Isaiah. And 
Isaiah said unto them, ' Thus shall ye say to your master, 

* " Thus saith the Lord — 

' Be not afraid of the words wUch thou hast heard, with 
' which the servants of the kln^ of Asssrrla' have blasphemed 
< me. Behold, I will send a hlast upon him, and he shall 
' hear a rumour, and shall return to his own land; and I 
' will cause him to fall hy the sword in his own land." ' 

So Kab-shakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria 
warring against Libnah : for he had heard that he was 
departed from Lachish. And when he heard say of 
Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, 'Behold, he is come out to 
' fight against thee : ' he sent messengers again unto 
Hezekiah, saying, ' Thus shall ye speak to Hezekiab, king 

* of Judahj saying, " Let not thy God in whom thou 
' trustest deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem shall not be 

* delivered into the hand of the king of Assyria. Behold, 
' thou hast heard what the kings of Assyria' have done to 

* all lands, by destroying them utterly : and shalt thou be 

* delivered 1 Have the gods of the nations delivered them 
' which my fathers have destroyed ; as Gozan, and Haran, 
' and Eezeph, and the children of Eden which were in 
' Thelasar 1 Where is the king of Hamatb, and the king 

* of Arpad, and the king of the city of Sepbarvaira, of 
' Hena, and Ivah 1 " * 

And Hezekiah received the letter of the hand of the 
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messengers, and read it : and Hezekiah went np into tHe 
house of the Lord, and spread it before the Lord. And 
Hezekiah prayed before the Lord, and said, * Lord God 
' of Israel, which dwellest between the cherubim, thou art 
' the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the 
' earth ; thou hast made heaven and earth. Lord, bow 
' down thine ear, and hear : open, Lord, thine eyes, 
' and see : and hear the words of Sennacherib, which hath 
' sent him to reproach the living God. Of a truth, Lord, 

* the kings of Assyria have destroyed the nations and their 

* lands, and have cast their gods into the fire : for they 
' were no gods, but the work of men's hands, wood and 

* stone : therefore they have destroyed them. Now there- 

■ 

' fore, O Lord our God, I beseech thee, save thou us out 

* of his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know 

* that thou art the Lord God, even thou only.' 

Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, 
' Thus saith the Lord God of Israel — 

* That wMch thou hast prayed to me against Semiadierlb 
' Ung of Assyria I have heard. 

* Tliis is the word that the Lord hath spoken concerning 
him — 

' The virgin the danght^ of Zlon hafh despised thee^ and 
' laughed thee to scorn ; the daughter of Jenualem hath 
' shaken her head at thee. Whom hast then reproached and 
' blasphemed ? and against whom hast thou exalted thy 
' voice, and lifted np thine eyes on high 7 even against the 
' Holy One of Israel. By thy messengers then hast re- 
' preached the LORD, and hast said, '* With the mnltitnde of 
' my Chariots I am come np to the height of the mountains, 
' to the sides of Lebanon, and wUl cut down the taU oedar- 
' trees thereof, and the choice fir-trees thereof: and I will 
' enter into the lodgings of his borders, and into the forest 
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« of his Gannel. I haye dlgfi^ed and drunk strange waten, 
' and with the sole of my feet have I dried np all the riyers 
' of besieged places." Hast thou not heard long ago how I 
' haye done it, and of ancient times that I haye formed it? 

< now haye I brought it to pass, that thou shouldest he to 
' lay waste fenced cities Into mlnons heaps. Therefore their 

* inhabitants were of small power, they were dismayed and 

* confounded; they were as the grass of the field, and as the 
' green herb, as the grass on the house-tops, and as com 
' blasted before it be grown up. But I know thy abode, and 

* thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy rage against 

* me. Because thy rage against me and thy tumult is come 
' up into mine ears, therefore I will put my hook in thy nose, 
' and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the 
' way by which thou earnest. And this shall be a sign unto 
' thee, ** Ye shall eat this year such things as grow of them- 

< selyes, and in the second year that which sprlngeth of the 

* same ; and in the third year sow ye, and reap, and plant 

* yineyards, and eat the fruits thereof. And the remnant 
' that is escaped of the house of Judah shall yet again take 
' root downward, and bear fruit upward. For out of Jeru- 
' salem shall go forth a remnant, and they that escape out 

* of mount Zion : the zeal of the LOBD of hosts shall do 
'this.'* 

' Therefore thas saith the Lord concerning the king of 
* Aflsjria — 

* He shall not come into this dty, nor shoot an arrow there, 

* nor come before it with shidd, nor cast a bank against it. 
' By the way that he came, by the same shall he return, and 
' shall not come into this dty, saith the LORD. For I will 

1 ' defend this dty, to saye it, for mine own sake, and for my 
' seryant Dayid's sake.* 

And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the 
LoBD went out, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians 
an hundred fourscore and five thousand : and when they 
arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead 

II. K 
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corpses. So Sennaclierib king of Assyria departecj, and 
went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh. And it came 
to pass> as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his 
god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote him 
with the sword : and they escaped into the land of Armenia. 
And Esarhaddon his son reigned in his stead. 

And Hezekiah slept with his fathers : and Manasseh hia 
son reigned in his stead. 

Manasseh was twelve years old when he began to reign, 
and reigned fifty and five years in Jerusalem. And he did 
that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, after the 
abominations of the heathen, whom the Lord cast out 
before the children of Isr^l. For he built up again the 
high places which Hezekiah his father had destroyed ; and 
he reared up altars for Baal, and made a grove, as did Ahab 
king of Israel ; and worshipped all the host of heaven, and 
served them. 

And the Lord spake by his servants the prophets, 
saying — 

' Beeanse Kanasseh Mag of Jndab bath done these abom- 
'inatloxiB, and hath done wickedly ahove all that the 

* Amorlt^B did, which were before him, and hath made 

* Jndah also to sin with his idols : therefore thus saith the 

* LORD ODD of Israel, " Behold, I am bringing sacfa evil upon 
' Jerusalem and Jndah, that whosoever heareth of it, both 

* his ears shall tingle." ' 

And Manasseh slept with his fathers, and Amon his son 
reigned in his stead. 

Amon was twenty and two years old when he began t6 
reign, and he reigned two years in Jerusalem. And his 
mother's name was Meshullemeth, the daughter of Hamz of 
Jotbah. And he did that which was evil in the sight of the 



% 



BIBLE BEADma LESSONS. 147 

Lord, as his father Manasseh did. And he walked In all the 
way that his father walked in, and served the idqls that 
his father served, and worshipped them : and he forsook the 
Lord God of his fathers, and walked not in the way of the 
Lord. And the servants of Amon conspired against hira, 
and slew the king in his own house. And the people of 
the land slew all them that had conspired against king 
Amon ; and the people of the land made Josiah his 
son king in his stead. 

Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and 
he reigned thirty and one years' in Jerusalem. And he 
did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, and 
walked in all the way of David his father, and turned not 
aside to the right hand or to the left. 

And it came to pass in the eighteenth year of king 
Josiah, that the king sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, the 
3on of MeshuUam, the scribe, to the house of the Lord, 
saying, ' Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that he may sum 
' the silver which is brought into the house of the Lord, 
' which the keepers of (he door have gathered of the people : 

* and let them deliver it into the hand of the doers of tbe 
^ work, that have the oversight of the house of the Lord : 

* and let them give it to the doers of the work which is in 

* the house of the Lord, to repair the breaches of the house, 
' unto carpenters, and builders, and masons, and to buy 
' timber and hewn stone to repair the house.' 

And Hilkiah the high priest said unto Sbaphan the 
scribe, ^ I have found the book of the law m the house of 
' the Lord.' And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and 
he read it. And Shaphan the scribe came to the king, 
and brought the king word again, and said, ' Thy servants 

* have gathered the money that was found in the house, 
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* and have delivered it into the hand of them that do the 

* work, that have the oversight of the house of the Lobd.' 
And Shaphan the scribe showed the king, saying, ' Hilkiah 
^ the priest hath delivered me a book/ And Shaphan 
read it before the king. And it came to pass, when the 
king had heard the words of the book of tibe law, that he 
rent his clothes. 

And the king sent, and they gathered unto him all the 
elders of Judah and of Jerusalem. And the king went up 
into the house of the Lobd, and all the men of Judah and 
all the inhabitants of Jerusalem with him, and the priests, 
and the prophets, and all the people, both small and great : 
and he read in their ears all the words of the book of the 
covenant which was found in the house of the Lobd. 
And the king stood by a pillar, and made a covenant 
before the Lobd, to walk after the Lobd, and to keep his 
commandments and his testimonies and his statutes with 
all their heart and all their soul, to perform the words of 
this covenant that were written in this book. And all the 
people stood to the covenant. 

In his days Fharaoh-nechoh king of Eg3rpt went up 
against the» king of Assyria to the river Euphrates : and 
king Josiah went against him ; and he slew him at 
Megiddo, when he had seen him. And his servants carried 
him in a chariot dead from Megiddoj and brought him to 
Jerusalem, and buried him in his own sepulchre. And the 
people of the land took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah, and 
anointed him, and made him king in his father's stead. 

Jehoahaz was twenty and three years old when he began 
to reign ; and he reigned three months in Jerusalem. And 
he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lobd, 
according to all that his fathers had done. And Pharaoh- 
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neclioli put him in bands at Hiblah in the land of Hamath, 
that he might not reign in Jerusalem ; and put the land to 
a tribute of an hundred talents of silver, and a talent of 
gold. And Pharaoh-nechoh made Eliakim the son of 
Josiah king in the room of Josiah his father, and turned 
his- name to Jehoiakim, and took Jehoahaz away : and he 
came to Egypt and died there. ' 

Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old when he began 
to reign ; and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And 
he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, 
according to alj that his fathers had done. 

In his days Nebuchadnezzar king of B.abylon came up, 
and Jehoiakim became Ms servant three years : then he 
turned and rebelled against him. And the Lord sent 
against }iim bands of the Cl^aldees, and bands of the 
Syrians, and bands of the Moabites, and bands of the 
children of Ammon, and sent them against Judah to 
destroy it, according to the word qf the Lord, which He 
spake by his servants the prophets. 

So Jehoiakim slept witl^ his fs^thers : ai^d Jehoiachin his 
son reigned in his stead. And the kiixg of Eg3rpt came not 
again any more out of his land : for th^ king of Babylon 
had taken from the river of Egypt unto the river Euph-' 
rates all that pertained to the king of Egypf . 

Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he began to 
reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem three months. And 
he did thai which was evil isx, the sight of the Lord, 
according to all that his father had done. 

At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon came up against Jerusalem, and the city was 
besieged. And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came 
against the city, and his servants did besiege it. And 
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Jehoiacliin the king of Judah went out to the king of 
Babylon, he, and his mother, and his servants, and his 
princes, and hi£k officers: and the king of -Babylon took 
him in the eighth year of his reign. And he carried out 
thence aU the treasures of the house of the Lord, and the 
treasures of the king's house, and cut in pieces all the 
vessels of gold which Solomon king of Israel had made iu 
the temple of the Lord, as the Lord had said. And he 
carried away all Jerusalem, and all the princes, and all the 
mighty men of valour, even ten- thousand captives, and all 
the craftsmen and smiths : none remained, save the poorest 
sort of the people of the land. And he carried away 
Jehoiachin to Babylon, and the king's mother, and the 
king's wives, and his officers, and the mighty of the 
land, those carried he into captivity from Jerusalem to 
Babylon. And all the men of might, even seven thousand, 
and craftsmen and smiths a thousand, ajl that were strong 
and apt for war, even them the king of Babylon brought 
captive to Babylon. And the king of Babylon made 
Mattaniah his father's brother king in Im stead, and 
changed his name to Zedehidk. 

Zedekiah was twenty and one years old when he began 
to reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And 
he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lobd^ 
according to all that Jehoiakim had done. 

And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign^ in 
the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, that 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he, and all his 
host, against Jerusalem, and pitched against it ; and they 
built forts against it round about. And the city was 
besieged unto the eleventh year of king Zedekiah. And 
on the ninth day of the fourth month the famine prevailed 
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in the city, and there was no bread for the people of the 
land. And the city was broken up, and all the men of 
war fled by night by the way of the gate between two walls, 
which is by the king's garden : (now the Chaldees were 
against the city round about :) and the king went the way 
toward the plain. And the army of the Chaldees pursued 
after the king, and overtook him in the plains of Jericho : 
and all his army were scattered from him, So they took 
the king, and brought him up to the king of Babylon to 
Riblah ; and they gave judgment upon him. And they 
slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, and put out the 
eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him with fetters of brass, and 
carried him to Babylon* 



THE BOOK OF DANIEL. 



In the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, 
Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit was 
troubled, and his sleep brake from him. Then the king 
commanded to call the magicians, and the astrologers, and 
the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, to show the king his 
dreams. So they came and stood before the king. And 
the king said unto them, * 1 have dreamed a dream, and 

* my spirit was troubled to know the dream.' Then spake 
the Chaldeans to the king in' Syriac, ' king, live for ever: 

* tell thy servants the dream, and we will show the inter- 

* pretation.' The king answered and said to the 
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Chaldeans, ' The thing is gone from me: if ye will not make 
known unto me the dream, with the interpretation thereof, 
ye shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made a 
dunghill But if ye show the dream, and the interpre- 
tation thereof, ye shall receive of me gifts and rewards 
and great honour : therefore show me the dream, and the 
interpretation thereof.' They answered again and said, 
Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will show 
the interpretation of it' The king answered and said, ' I 
know of certainty that ye would gain time, because ye 
see the thing is gone from me. But if ye will not make 
known unto me the dream, there is but one decree for 
you : for ye have prepared lying and corrupt words to 
speak before me, till the time be changed : therefore tell 
me the dream, and I shall know that ye can show me the 
interpretation thereof.' 

The Chaldeans answered before the king, and said, 
There is not a man upon the earth that can show the 
king's matter : therefore there is no king, lord, nor 
ruler, that asked such things at any magician, or 
astrologer, or Chaldean. And it is a rare thing that the 
king requireth, and there is none other that can show it 
before the king, except the gods, whose dwelling is not 
with flesh.' For this cause the king was angry and very 
furious, and commanded to destroy all the wise men of 
Babylon. And the decree went forth that the wise men 
should be slain ; and they sought Daniel and his fellows 
to be slain. 

Then Daniel answered with counsel and wisdom to 
Arioch the captain of the king's guard, which was gone 
forth to slay the wise men of Babylon : he answered and 
said to Arioch the king's captain, * Why is the decree so 
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basty from the king?' Then Arioch made the thing 
known to Daniel. Then Daniel Tirent in, and desired of 
the king that he would give him time, and that he would 
show the king the interpretation. Then Daniel went to 
his house, and made the thing known to Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, his companions v that they would 
desire mercies of the God of heaven concerning this secret j 
that Daniel and his fellows should* not perish with the rest 
of the wise men of Babylon. 

Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night 
vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven. Daniel 
said, 'Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever : for 
' wisdom and might are his : And He chang^th the times 
' and the seasons : He remoyeth kings, and setteth up kings: 
' He giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them 

* that know understanding : He revealeth the deep and 
' secret things : He knov^eth what iis in the vls^rkness, and 
' the light dwelleth with him. X thank thee, and praise 
' thee, O thou God of my fathers, who hast given me 
' wisdom and might, and hs^t i^ade known unto me now 

* what we desired of thee : for thou hast now made known 

* unto us the king's matter.' 

Therefore Daniel went unto Arioch, whom the king had 
ordained to destroy the wise men of ^abylpn : he went 
and said thus unto him : ' Destroy not the wise men of 

* Babylon : bring me in before the king, and I will show 

* unto the king the interpretation.' Then Aripch brought in 
Daniel before the king in haste, and said thus unto him, 
' I have found a man of the captives of Judah, that will 
' make known unto the king the interpretation. The king 
answered and said to Daniel, whose name waS Belteshazzar, 

* Art thou able to make known unto me the dream which 
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* I Have seen, and the interpretation thereof ? ' Daniel 
answered in the presence of the king, and said, 'The 

secret which the king hath demanded cannot the wise 
men, the astrologers, the magicians, the soothsayers, 
show unto the king : but there is a God in heaven that 
revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebu< 
chadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, 
and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these : As 
for thee, king, thy thoughts came into thy mind upon 
thy bed, what should come* to pass hereafter: and He 
that revealeth secrets maketh known to thee what shall 
come to pass. Bat as for me, this secret is not revealed 
to me for any wisdom that I have more than any living, 
but for their sakes that shall make known the interpre- 
tation to the king, and that thou mightest know the 
thoughts of thy heart. 

'Thou, king, sawest, and behold a great image. 
This great image, whose brightness was excellent, stood 
before thee; and the form thereof was terrible. This 
image's head was of fine gold, his breaist and his arms of 
silver, his belly and hi^ thighs of brass, his legs of iron, 
his feet part of iron and part of clay. Thou sawest till 
that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the 
image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and 
brake them to pieces. Then was the iron, the clay, the 
brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, 
and became like the chaff of the summer threshing-floors ; 
and the wind carried them away, that no place was 
found for them : and the stone that smote the image 
became a great mountain, and filled the whole eartL 

* This is the dream ; and we will tell the interpretation 

* thereof before the king. Thou, O.king, art a king of 
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kings : for tlie God of heaven hath given thee a kicg- 
dom, power, and strength, and glory. And wheresoever 
the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the 
fowls of the heaven hath He given into thine hand,' and 
hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head 
of gold. And after thee shall arise another kingdom 
inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, 
which shall bear rule over all the earth. And the fourth 
kingdom shaU be strong as iron : forasmuch as iron 
breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things : and as 
iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and 
bruise. And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part 
of potters' clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be 
divided ; but there shall be in it of the strength of the 
iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with 
miry clay. And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, 
and part of clay, so the kingdom shaU be partly strong, 
and partly broken. And whereas thou sawest iron mixed 
with miry clay, they shaU mingle themselves with the seed 
of men : but' they shall not cleavQ one to another, even 
as iron is not mixed with clay. And in the days of 
these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, 
which shall never be destroyed : and the kingdom shall 
not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces 
and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for 
ever. Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was 
cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it brake 
in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the 
gold j the great God. hath made known to. the king what 
shall come to pass hereafter : and the dream is certain, 
and the interpretation thereof sure.' 
Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face, and 
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worshipped Daniel, and commanded that they should 
offer an oblation and sweet odours unto him. The king 
answered unto Daniel, and said, ' Of a truth it is, that 
' your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a 

* revealer of secrets, seeing thou couldest reveal this secret.* 
Then the king made Daniel a great man, and gave him 
many great gifts,, and made him ruler over the whole 
province of BabyloUj^ and chi^ of the governors over all 
the wise men of Babylon. Then Daniel requested of 
the king, and he set Shadcacb, Meshacb, aAd Abed-nego 
over the affairs of the province pf Babylon : but Daniel 
sat in the gate of the ^dag, 

Nebuchadnezi^ar the king made an image of gold, whose 
height was threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof six 
cubits : he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province 
of Babylon. Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to 
gather together the princes, the governors, and the 
captains, the judges^ the treasurers, the counsellors, the 
sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, to come to the 
dedication of the image ^hiph Nebuchadnezzar the king 
had set up. Then the princes, the governors, and captains, 
the judges, the treasurers, the counsellprs, the sheriffs, and 
all the rulers of the proyinces, yrere gathered together unto 
the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king 
had set up ; and they stood before the image that Nebu- 
chadnezzar had set yp. Then an herald cried aloud, ' To 
' you it is commanded, O people, nations, and languages, 
' that at what time ye hear the Bound of the cornet, flute, 

* harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulciiper, and all kinds of music, 

* ye fall down and worship the golden image that Nebu- 

* chadnezzar the king hath set up : and whoso falleth not 

* down and worshippeth shall the same hour be cast into 
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* the midst of a burnlDg fiery furnace.* Therefore at that 
time, when all the people heard the sound of the comet, 
flute, harp^ sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds of music, all 
the people, the nations, and the languages, fell down and 
worshipped the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the 
king had set up. 

Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, 
and accused the Jews. They spake and said to the king 
Nebuchadnezzar, * O king, live for ever. Thou, O king, 
' hast made a decree, that every man that shall hear the 

* sound of the comet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery and 

* dulcimer, and all kinds of music, shall fall down and 
' worship the golden image : and whoso falleth not down 
' and worshippeth, that he should be cast into the midst 

* of a buming fiery 'furnace. There are certain Jews 

* whom thou hast set over the affairs of the province of 

* Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego ; these men, 
' O king, have not regarded thee : they serve not thy gods, 
' nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.' 

Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded 
to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. Then they 
brought these men before the king. Nebuchadnezzar 
spake and said unto them, 'Is it true, O Shadrach, 

* Meshach, and Abed-nego, do not ye serve my gods, nor 

* worship the golden image which I have set up 1 Now if 

* ye be ready at what time ye hear the sound of the 

* comet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and 

* all kinds of music, ye fall down and worship the image 

* which I have made ; well : but if ye worship not, ye 

* shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning 

* fiery fumace ; and who is that God that shall deliver 
' you out of my hands 1 ' Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
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m 

nego, answered and said to the king, ' Nebucliddnezzar, 
Swe are not careful to answer thee in this matter. If it 
' be so, our God whom we serve is able to delivier us from 

* the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us out of 

* thine hand, king. But if not, be it known unto thee, 
' O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the 
' golden image which thou hast set up.' 

Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of 
his visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego : therefore he spake, and commanded that they 
should heat the furnace one seven times more than it was 
wont to be heated. And he commanded the most mighty 
men that were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego, and to cast them into the burning fiery 
furnace. Then these men were bound in their coats, their 
hosen, and their hats, and their other garments, and were 
cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. There- 
fore because the king's commandment was urgent, and the 
furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those xnen 
that took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. And 
these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, fell 
down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 
Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up 
in haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors, ' Did 
' not we cast three men bound into the midst of sthe 

* fire 1 ' They answered and said unto the king, ' True, 
' king.' He answered and said, ' Lo, I see four men 
' loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no 
' hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Sox of QoD.' 

Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the 
burning fiery furnace, and spake, and said, * Shadrach, 
' Meshach, and Abed-nego, ye servants of the most high 
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* God, come forth, and come hither.' Then Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, came forth of the midst of the 
fire. And the princes, governors, and captains, and Uie 
king's counsellors, being gathered together, saw these men, 
upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair 
of their head singed, neither were their coats changed, nor 
the smell of fire had passed on them. Then Nebuchad- 
nezzar spake, and said, * Blessed be the Qod of Shadrach, 
« Meshach, and Abed-nego, who hath sent his angel, and 

* delivered his servants that trusted in him, and have 

* changed the king's word, and yielded their bodies, that 

* they might not serve nor worship any god, except their 

* own God. Therefore I make a decree. That ^ery people, 
^ nation, dnd language, which speak any thing amiss 

* against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, 

* shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a 

* dunghill : because there is no other God that can deliver 

* after this sort.' Then the king promoted Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, in the province of Babylon. 

' Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all people, nations, and 

* languages, that dwell in all the earth; Peace be multiplied 

* unto you. 

'I Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in mine house, and 

* flourishing in my palace : I saw a dream which made me 

* afraid, and the thoughts upon my bed and the visions of 

* my head troubled me. Therefore made I a decree to 

* bring in all the wise men of Babylon before me, that 

* they might make known unto me the interpretation of 

* the dream. Then came in the magicians, the astrologers, 
^ the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers : and I told the 
' dream before them ; but they did not make known unto 
< me the interpretation thereof. 
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' But at the Ust Daniel came in before me, in whom is 
the spirit of the holy gods : and before him I told the 
dream, sayings Belteshazzar, master of the magicians, 
because I know that the spirit of the holy gods is in 
thee, and no secret troubleth thee, tell me the visions of 
my dream that I have seen^ and the interpitetation there- 
of. Thus were the visions of mine head in my bed ; I 
saw, and behold a tree in the midst of the ^rth, and the 
height thereof was great. The tree grew, and was 
strong, and the height thereof reached unto heaven, and 
the sight thereof to the end of all the earth : the leaves 
thereof were fair, and the f niit thereof much, and in it 
was meat for all : the beasts of the field had shadow 
under it, and the fowls (Tf the heaven dwelt in the boughs 
thereof, and all flesh was fed of it. I saw in the visions 
of my head upon my bed, and, behold, a watcher and ai? 
holy one came down from heaven ; he cried aloud, and 
said thus, '* Hew down the tree, and cut off his branches, 
shake off his leaves, and scatter his fruit : let the beasts 
get away from under it, and the fowls from his branches : 
nevertheless leave the stump of his roots in the earth, 
even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of 
the field ; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and 
let his portion be with the beasts in the grass of the 
earth : let his heart be changed from man's, and let a 
beast's heart be given unto hiio ; and let seven times 
pass over him.'' This dream I king Nebuchadnezzar 
have seen. Now thou, O Belteshazzar, declare the inter- 
pretation thereof, forasmuch as all the wise men of my 
kingdom are not able to make known unto me the inter- 
pretation : but thou art able ; for the spirit of the holy 
gods is in thee. 
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Then Belteshazzar was astonied for one hour, and his 
thoughts troubled him. The king spake, and said, ^ Belte- 
shazzar, let not the dreani, or the interpretation thereof, 
trouble thee/ Belteshazzar answered and said, 'My 
lord, the dream be to them that hate thee, and the inter- 
pretation thereof to thine enemies. The tree that thou 
sawest, which grew, and was strong, whose height reached 
unto the heaven, and the sight thereof to all the earth ; 
whose leaves were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in 
it was meat for all ; under which the beasts of the field 
dwelt^ and upon whose branches the fowls of the heaven 
had their habitation : it is thou, O king, that art grown and 
become strong : for thy greatness is grown, and reacheth 
unto heaven, and thy dominion to the end of the earth. 
And whereas the king saw a watcher and an holy one 
coming down from heaven, and saying, '^ Hew the tree 
down, and destroy it ; yet leave the stump of the roots 
thereof in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, 
in the tender grass of the field ; and let it be wet with 
the.d^w of heaven, and let his portion be with the heasts 
of the field, till seven times pass over him j " this is the 
interpretation, O king, and this is the decree of the Most 
High, which is come upon my lord the king : that they 
shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with 
the beasts of the field, and they shall make thee to eat 
grass as oxen, and they shall wet thee with the dew of 
heaven, and seven times shall pass over thee, till thou 
know that the Most Hron ruleth in the kingdom of men, 
and giveth it to whomsoever He will. And whereas 
they commanded to leave the stump of the tree-roots ; 
thy kingdom shall be sure unto thee, after that thou shalt 
have known that the heavens do rule. Wherefore, 

II. L 
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* king, let my counsel be acceptable tinto tbee, and break 

* off thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities by 

* showing mercy to the poor ; if it may be a lengthening 

* of thy tranquillity.' 

All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar. * At the 
end of twelve months he walked in the palace of the king- 
dom of Babylon. The king spake, and said, * Is not this 
' great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the 

* kingdom by the might of my power, and for' the honour 

* of my majesty ? ' While the word was in the king's 
mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, saying, * O king 

* Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken ; The kingdom is 
^ departed from thee.' The same hour was the thing 
fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar. And at the end of the 
days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, 
and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed 
the Most High, and I praised and honoured him that 
liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
and his kingdom is from generation to generation : and all 
the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing : and 
He doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth : and none can stay 
his hand, or ^ say unto him, *What doest thou?' At the 
same time my reason returned unto me ; and for the glory 
of my kingdom, mine honour and brightness returned tmto 
me ; and my counsellors and my lords sought unto me ; 
and I was established in my kingdom, and excellent 
majesty was added unto me. Now I Nebuchadnezzar 
praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, all whose 
works are truth, and his ways judgment : and those that 
walk in pride He is able to abase. 

Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand 
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of his lords, and drank wine before the thousand. Bel- 
shazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring 
the golden and silver vessels which his father Nebuchad- 
nezzar had taken out of the temple which was in Jerusa- 
lem ; that the king, and his princes, might drink therein. 
Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out 
of the temple of the house of God which was at Jerusalem ; 
and the king, and his princes, drank in them. They drank 
wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, 
of iron, of wood, and of stone. 

In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, 
and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaster of 
the wall of the king's palace : and the king saw the part 
of the hand that wrote. Then the king's countenance was 
changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints 
of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against 
another. The king cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, 
the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. And the king spake, 
and said to the wise men of Babylon, * Whosoever shall 

* read this writing, and show me the interpretation thereof, 
' shall be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold 

* about his neck, and shall be the third ruler in the king- 

* dom.' Then came in all the king's wise men : but they 
could not read the writing, nor make known to the king 
the interpretation thereof. Then was king Belshazzar 
greatly troubled, and his^ countenance was changed in him, 
and his lords were astonied. 

Now the queen, by reason of tie words of the king and 
his lords, came into the banquet-house : and the queen 
spake and said, *0 king, live for ever: let not thy 
' thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy countenance be 

* changed : there is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is 
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* the spirit of the holy gods j and in the days of thy 
^ father light and understanding and \7isdom^ like the 
^ wisdom of the gods, was found in him ; whom the king 
^ Nebuchadnezzar thy father, the king, I say, thy father, 
^ made master of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, 
^ and soothsayers j forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and 
' knowledge, and understanding, interpreting of dreams, 
' and showing of hard sentences, and dissolving of doubts, 
^ were found in the same Daniel, whom the king named 
' Belteshazzar : now let Daniel be called, and he will 
' show the interpretation/ Then was Daniel brought in 
before the king. And the king spake and said igito 
Daniel, * Art thou that Daniel, which art of the children 
^ of the captivity of Judah, whom the king my father 
^ brought out of Jewry 1 I have even heard of thee, that 
' the spirit of the gods is in thee, and that light and 
^ understanding and excellent wisdom is found in thee. 
^ And now the wise men, the astrologers, have been 
' brought in before me, that they should read this writing, 
^ and make known unto me the interpretation thereof : but 

* they could not show the interpretation of the thing : 
^ and I have heard of thee, that thou canst make inter- 
' pretations, and dissolve doubts ; now if thou canst read 
^ the writing, and make known to me the interpretation 
^ thereof, thou shalt be clothed with scarlet, and have a 
^ chain of gold about thy neck, and shalt be the third 

* ruler in the kingdom.' 

Then Daniel answered and said before the king, ' Let 
^ thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy rewards to another ; 
' yet I will read the writing unto the king, and make 
^ known to him the interpretation. O thou king, the 

* most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a king- 
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* 

' dom, and majesty, and glory, and honour : and for the 
' majesty that He gave him, all people, nations, and 
^ langaages, trembled and feared before him : whom he 
' would he slew ; and whom he would he kept alive ; and 

* whom he would^iie set up ; and whom he would he put 
^ down. But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind 
^ hardened in pride^ he was deposed from his kingly 

* throne, and they took his glory from him. And thou 
^ his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, 
' though thou knewest all this ; but hast lifted up thyself 
' against the Lord of heaven ; and they have brought the 
^ vessels of his house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, 
' have drunk wine in them 3 and thou hast praised the 
' gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, 

* which see not, nor hear, nor know : and the Gk)D in 

* whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, 
' hast thou not glorified : then was the part of the hand 
^ sent from him ; and this writing was written. 

* And this is the writing that was written — 

' Mene, mene, tekel, upliarsin. 

* This is the interpretation of the thing : Menb ; God 
^ hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. Teeel ; 

* Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found want- 

* ing. Feres ; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the 

* Medes and Persians.' Then commanded Belshazzar, and 
they clothed Daniel with scarlet, and put a chain of gold 
about his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him, 
that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom. 

In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans 
slain. And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being 
about threescore and two years old. 
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It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred 
and twenty princes, which should be over the whole king- 
dom ; and over these three presidents ; of whom Daniel 
was fiiBt : that the princes might give accounts unto them, 
and the king should have no damage. Then this Daniel 
was preferred above the presidents and princes, because 
an excellent spirit was in him ; and the king thought ta 
set him over the whole realm. 

Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion 
against Daniel concerning the kingdom 3 but they could 
find none ; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was there 
any error or fault found in him. Then said these men, 
' We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, 

* except we find it against him concerning the law of his 
^ QoD.' Then these presidents and princes assembled 
together to the king, and said thus unto him, 'King 
' Darius, live for ever. All the presidents of the kingdom, 
' the governors, and the princes, the counsellors, and the 
' captains, have consulted together to establish a royal 
' statute, and to make a firm decree, that whosoever shall 
^ ask a petition of any god or man for thirty days, save 
' of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of lions. 
' Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, 
' that it be not changed, according to the law of the Medes 

* and Persians, which altereth not.' Wherefore king Darius 
signed the writing and the decree. 

Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he 
went into his house ; and his windows being open in his 
chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees 
three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his 
QoD, as he did aforetime. Then these men assembled, 
and found Daniel praying and making supplication before 
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Ids OoD. Then they came near, and spake before the king 
concerning the king's decree; 'Hast thou not signed a 
'decree^ that every man that shall ask a petition of any 
^ god or man within thirty days, saye of thee, O king, 
^ shall be cast into the den of lions 1 ' The king answered 
and said, ' The thing is true, according to the law of the 
^ Medes and Persians, which altereth not.' Then answered 
they and said before the king, 'That Daniel, which is 
' of the children of the captivity of Judah, regardeth not 
^ thee, O king, nor the decree which thou hast signed, but 
' maketh his petition three times a day.' Then the king, 
when he heard these words, was sore displeased with 
himself, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver him : and 
he laboured till the going down of the sun to deliver him. 
Then these men assembled unto the king, and said unto 
the king, ' Know, O king, that the law of the Medes and 
' Persians is, That no decree nor statute which the king 
' establisheth may be changed.' Then the king com- 
manded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him i|;ito the 
den of lions. Now the king spake and said unto Daniel, 
' Thy God whom thou servest continually, Hb will deliver 
' thee.' And a stone was brought, and laid upon the 
mouth of the den ; and the king sealed it with his own 
signet, and with the signet of his lords ; that the purpose 
nught not be changed concerning Daniel. 

Then the king went to his palace, and passed the night 
fasting : neither were instruments of music brought before 
him : and his sleep went from him. Then the king arose 
very early in the morning, and went in haste unto the den 
of lions. And when he came to the den, he cried with a 
lamentable voice unto Daniel : and the king spake and 
said to Daniel, * O Daniel, servant of the living God, is 
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' thy God, whom thou servest continually, able tor deliver 
' thee from the lions ? ' Then said Daniel unto the king, 
' O king, Mve for ever. My God hath sent his angel, and 
' hath shut the lions' mouths, that they have not hurt me: 
' forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me ; 
' and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt.' 
Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and com- 
manded that they should take Daniel up out of the den. 
So Daniel was t^en up out of the den, and no manner 
of hurt was found upon him, because he believed in his 
God. 

Then king Darius wrote unto aU people, nations, and 
languages, that dwell in all the earth : ^ Peaca be multi- 
' plied unto you. I make a decree. That in every dominion 

* of my kingdom men tremble and fear before the God 
' of Daniel : for He is the living God, and steadfast for 

* ever, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed, 
' and his dominion shall be even unto the end. He de- 

* livereth and rescueth, and He worketh signs and wonders 
' in heaven and in earth, who hath delivered Daniel from 

* the power of the lions.' So this Daniel prospered in the 
reign of Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 
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THE BOOK OF ESTHER. 



Now it came to pass in the days of Ahasueros, when the 
king Ahasuerns sat on the throne of his kingdom, which 
was in Shushan the palace, in the third year of his reign, 
he made a feast nnto all his princes and his servants; 
the power of Persia and Media, the nobles and princes of 
the provinces, being before him: when he showed the 
riches of his glorious kingdom, and the honour of his 
excellent majesty many days, even an hundred and four- 
score days. And when these days were expired, the king 
made a feast unto all the people that were present in 
Shushan the palace, both unto great and small, seven days, 
in the court of the garden of the king's * palace ; where 
were white, green, and blue hangings, fastened with cords 
of fine linen and purple to silver rings and pillars of 
marble : the beds were of gold and silver, upon a pave- 
ment of red, and blue, and white, and black marble. And 
they gave them drink in vessels of gold, and royal wine 
in abundance. Also Yashti the queen made a feast for 
the women in the royal house which belonged to king 
Ahasuerus. - 

On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was 
merry, he commanded to bring Vashti the queen before 
the king with the crown-royal. But the queen Vashti 
refused to come at the king's commandment by his chum- 
berlains : therefore was the king very wroth, and his anger 
burned in him. 
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Then the king said to the wise men, ' What shall we 
' do unto the queen Yashti according to law, because she 

* hath not performed the commandment of the king 1 ' 
And Memucan answered before the king and the princes, 
' Yashti the queen hath not done wrong to the king only, 
' but also to all the princes, and to all the people that are 
' in all the provinces of the king Ahasuerus. For this 
' deed of the queen shall come abroad unto all women, so 
' that they shall despise their husbands in their eyes, 
' when it shall be reported, " The king Ahasuerus com- 

* manded Yashti the queen to be brought in before him, 
^ but she came not." Thus shall there arise too much 
^ contempt and wrath. If it please the king, let there 
' go a royal conmiandment from him, and let it be written 
' among the laws of the Persiai^s- and the Medes, that it 
^ be not altered. That Yashti come no more before king 

* Ahasuerus ; and let the king give her royal estate unto 
' another that is better than she.' And the saying pleased 
the king and the princes ; and the king did according to 
the word of Memucan. 

After these things, said the king's servants that minis- 
tered unto him, ' Let the maiden which pleaseth the king 
' be queen instead of Yashti.' And the thing pleased the 
king ; and he did so. 

Now in Shushan the palace there was a certain Jew, 
whose name was Mordecai, the son of Jair, the son of 
Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benjamite; who had been 
carried away from Jerusalem with the captivity which had 
been carried away with Jeconiah king of Judah, whom 
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried away. 
And he brought up Hadassah, (that is, Esther,) his uncle's 
daughter : for she had neither father nor mother, and the 
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maid was fair and beautiful ; whom Mordecai (when her 
father and mother were dead) took for his own daughter. 

So it came to pass, when the king's commandment and 
his decree was heard, and when many maidens were 
gathered together unto Shushan the palace, that Esther 
was brought also unto the king's house. Esther had not 
showed her people nor her kindred : for Mordecai had 
charged her that she should not show it. And Mordecai 
walked every day before the court of the house, to know 
how Esther did, and what should become of her. 

Kow when the turn of Esther was come, Esther was 
taken unto king Ahasuerus, into his house-royal. And 
the king loved Esther, and she obtained grace and favour 
in his sight more than all the virgins ; so that he set the 
royal crown upon her head, and made her queen instead 
of Yashti Then the king made a great feast unto all his 
princes and his servants, even Esther's feast ; and he 
made a release to the provinces, and gave gifts. Then 
Mordecai sat in the king's gate. Esther had not yet 
showed her kindred nor her people ; as Mordecai had 
charged her : for Esther did the commandment of Mor- 
decai, like as when she was brought up with him. 

In those days, while Mordecai sat in the king's 'gate, 
two of the king's chamberlains, of those which kept the 
door, were wroth, and sought to lay hand on the king 
Ahasuerus. And the thing was known to Mordecai, who 
told it unto Esther the queen ; and Esther certified the 
king thereof in Mordecai's name. And when inquisition 
was made of the matter, it was found out ; therefore they 
were both hanged on a tree : and it was written in the 
book of the chronicles before the king. 

After these things did king Ahasuerus promote Hamanr 
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and adyance him, and set bis seat above all the princes 
that werewitb bim. And all the king's servants, that 
were in the king's gate, bowed, and reverenced Haman : 
for the king bad so commanded concerning bim. Bat 
Mordecai bowed not, nor did bim reverence. Th^i the 
king's servants, which were in the king's gate, said nnto 
Mordecai, ' Why transgressest thou the king's command- 

* ment?' Now it came to pass, when they spake daily 
nnto bim, and be hearkened not nnto them, that they 
told Haman, to see whether Mordecai's matters would 
stand : for be bad told them that he was a Jew. And 
when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed not, nor did 
him reverence, then was Haman foil of wrath. And 
be thought scorn to lay bands on Mordecai alone; for 
they had showed bim the people of Mordecai ; wherefore 
Haman sought to destroy aU the Jews that were through- 
out the whole kingdom of Ahasuems, even the people of 
Mordecai 

And Haman said unto king Abasuerus, 'There is a 
' certain people scattered abroad and dispersed among the 
' people in all the provinces of thy kingdom ; and their 
' laws are diyerse from all people ; neither keep they the 
' king's laws : therefore it is not for the king's profit to 

* suffer them. If it please the king, let it be written that 
< they may be destroyed : and I will pay ten thousand 

* talents of silver to the hands of those that have the 

* charge of the business, to bring it into the king's trea- 
' suries.' And the king took bis ring from his hand, and 
gave it unto Haman, the Jews' enemy. And the king 
said unto Haman, ' The silver is given to thee, the people 
' also, to do with them as it seemeth good to thee.' Then 
were the king's scribes called on the thirteenth day of the 



BIBLB BEADIKQ LESSONS. 173 

first xnonthj and there was written according to all that 
Haman had commanded unto the king's lieutenants, and 
to the governors that were over every province, and to the 
rulers of every people of every province, and to every 
people after their language; in the name of king Ahasuerus 
was it written, and sealed with the king's ring. And the 
letters were sent by posts into all the king's provinces, 
to destroy, to kill, and to cause to perish, all Jews, both 
young and old, little children and women, in one day, 
even upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which 
is the month Adar, and to take the spoil of them for a 
prey. The copy of the writing for a commandment to be 
given in every province was published unto all people, 
that they should be ready against that day. The posts 
went out, being hastened by the king's commandment, 
and the decree was given in Shushan the palace. And 
the king and Haman sat down to drink; but the city 
Shushan was perplexed. 

When Mordecai perceived all that was done, Mordecai 
rent his clothes, and put on sackcloth with ashes, and went 
out into the midst of the city, and cried with a loud and 
a bitter cry ; and came even before the king's gate : for 
none might enter into the king's gate clothed with sack- 
cloth. And in every province, whithersoever the king's 
commandment and his decree came, there was great 
mourning among the Jews, and fasting, and weeping, and 
wailing ; and many lay in sackcloth and ashes. 

So Esther's maids and her chamberlains came and told 
it her. Then was the queen exceedingly grieved ; and she 
sent raiment to clothe Mordecai, and to take away his 
sackcloth from him : but he received it not. Then called 
Esther for Hatach, one of the king's chamberlains, whom 
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he had appointed to attend upon her, and gave him a 
commandment to Mordecai, to know what it was, and why 
it was. So Hatach went forth to Mordecai unto the 
street of the city, which was before the king's gate. And 
Mordecai told him of all that had happened unto him, 
and of the sum of the money that Haman had promised 
to pay to the king's treasuries for the Jews, to destroy 
them. Also he gave him the copy of the writing of the 
decree that was given at Shushan to destroy them, to show 
it unto Esther, and to declare it unto her, and to charge 
her that she should go in unto the king, to make suppli- 
cation unto him, and to make request before him for her 
people. And Hatach came and told Esther the words of 
Mordecai. 

Again Esther spake unto Hatach, and gave him com- 
mandment unto Mordecai ; ' All the king's servants, and 
' the people of the king's provinces, do know, that whoso- 
' ever, whether man or woman, shall come unto the king 
' into the inner court, who is not called, there is one law 

* of his to put him to death, except such to whom the 
' king shall hold out the golden sceptre, that he may live.' 
And they told to Mordecai Esther's words. Then Mor- 
decai conmianded to answer Esther, * Think not with thy- 
' self that thou shalt escape in the king's house, more than 

* all the Jews. For if thou altogether boldest thy peace at 
' this time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance 
' arise to the Jews from another place ; but thou and thy 
' father's house shall be destroyed : and who knoweth 
.* whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as 
' this ? ' 

Then Esther bade them return Mordecai this answer, 
' Ck)> gather together all the Jews that are present in 
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* Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink 
' tliree days, night or day : I also and my maidens will 

* fast likewise ; and so will I go unto the king, which 
' is not according to the law : and if I perish, I perish.* 
So Mordecai went his way, and did according to all that 
Esther had commanded him. 

Now it came to pass on the third day, that Esther put 
on her royal apparel, and stood in the inner court of 
the king's house, over against the king^s house : and 
the king sat upon his royal throne in the royal house, 
over against the gate of the house. And it was so, 
when the king saw Esther the queen standing in the 
court, that she obtained favour in his sight : and the 
king held out to Esther the golden sceptre that was in his 
hand. So Esther drew near, and touched the top of the 
sceptre. Then said the king unto her, * What wilt thou, 
^ queen Esther 1 and what is thy request ? it shall be even 
' given thee to the half of the kingdom.' And Esther 
answered, ' If it seem good unto the king, let the king and 

* Haman come this day unto the banquet that I have pre- 
' pared for him.' Then the king said, ' Cause Haman to 
' make haste, that he may do as Esther hath said.' So 
the king and Haman came to the banquet that Esther had 
prepared. 

And the king said unto Esther at the banquet of wine, 

* What is thy petition ? and it shall be granted thee : 

* and what is thy request ? even to the half of the king- 
' dom it shall be performed.' Then answered Esther, and 
said, * My petition and my request is ; if I have found 

* favour in the sight of the king, and if it please the king 

* to grant my petition, and to perform my request, let the 

* king and Haman come to the banquet that I shall 
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* prepare for them, and I will do to-morrow as the king 
< hath said.' 

Then went Haman forth that day joyful and with a 
glad heart : but when Haman saw Mordecai in the king's 
gate, that he stood not up, nor moved for him, he was 
full of indignation against Mordecai. Nevertheless Haman 
refrained himself ; and when he came home, he sent and 
called for his friends, and Zeresh his wife. And Haman 
told them of the glory of his riches, and the multitude of 
his children, and all the things wherein the king had pro- 
moted him, and how he had advanced him above the 
princes and servants of the king. Haman said moreover, 

* Yea, Esther the queen did let no man come in with the 
' king unto the banquet that she had prepared but myself ; 
' and to-morrow am I invited unto her also with the 
^ king. Yet all this availeth me nothing, so long as I see 
^ Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king!s gate.' 

Then said Zeresh his wife and all his friends unto him^ 
^ Let a gallows be made of fifty cubits high, and to-morrow 
^ speak thou unto the king that Mordecai may be hanged 
' thereon : then go thou in merrily with the king unto the 
^ banquet.' And the thing pleased Haman ; and he 
caused the gallows to be made. 

On that night could not the king sleep, and he com- 
manded to bring the book of records of the chronicles ; 
and they were read before the king. And it was found 
written, that Mordecai had told of two of the king's 
chamberlains, the keepers of the door, who sought to lay 
hand on the king Ahasuerus. And the king said, * What 
' honour and dignity hath been done to Mordecai for 
'this?' Then said the king's servants that ministered 
unto him, * There is nothing done for him.' 
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And the king said, 'Who is in the court?' Now 
Haman was come into the outward court of the king's 
house, to speak unto the king to hang Mordecai on the 
gallows that he had prepared for him. And the king's 
servants said unto him, ' Behold, Haman standeth in the 
' court.' And the king said, ' Let him come in.' So 
Haman came in. And the king said unto him, * What 
^ shall be done unto the man whom the king delighteth to 
' honour ? ' Now Haman thought in his heart, ' To whom 

* would the king delight to do honour more than to 
' myself ? ' And Haman answered the king, * For the 
' man whom the king delighteth to honour, let the royal 
' apparel be brought which the king useth to wear, and 
' the horse that the king rideth upon, and the crown- 
' royal which is set upon his head : and let this apparel 
^ and horse be delivered to the hand of one of the king's 
' most noble princes, that they may array the man withal 
' whom the king delighteth to honour, and bring him on 
' horseback through the street of the city, and proclaim 
' before him, " Thus shall it be done to the man whom 

* the king delighteth to honour.'' Then the king said to 
Haman, ' Make haste, and take the apparel and the horse, 
^ as thou hast said, and do even so to Mordecai, the Jew, 
' that sitteth at the king's gate : let nothing fail of all 
' that thou hast spoken.' Then took Haman the apparel 
and the horse, and arrayed Mordecai, and brought him on 
horseback through the street of the city, and proclaimed 
before him, ^ Thus shall it be done unto the man whom 

* the king delighteth to honour.* 

And Mordecai came again to the king's gate. But 

Haman hasted to his house mourning, and having his 

head covered. And Haman told Zeresh his wife and all 
It Id 
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bis friends everything that had befallen him. Then said 
his wise men and Zeresh his wife onto him, ^ If Mordecai 
' be of the seed of the Jews, before whom thou hast begun 
' to fall, thou shalt not prevail against him, but shalt 
' surely fall before him.' . And while they were yet talk- 
ing with him, came the king's chamberlains, and hasted to 
bring Haman unto the banquet that Esther had prepared. 
So the king and Haman came to banquet with Esther 
the queen. And the king said again unto Esther on the 
second day at the banquet of wine, * What is thy petition, 
' queen lather ? and it shall be granted thee : and what is 
' thy request 1 and it shall be performed, even to the half 
< of the kingdom.' Then Esther the queen answered and 
said, ' If I have found favour in thy sight, O king, and if 

* it please the king, let my life be given me at my petition, 

* and my people at my request : for we are sold, I and 
' my people, to be destroyed, to be slain, and to perish. 
' But if we had been sold for bondmen and bondwomen, 
' I had held my tongue, although the enemy could not 
' countervail the king's damage.' 

Then the king Ahasuerus answered and said unto Esther 
the queen, * Who is he, and where is he, that durst pre- 

* sume in his heart to do so ? ' And Esther said, * The 
' adversary and enemy is this wicked Haman.' Then 
Haman was afraid before the king and the queen. And 
Harbonah, one of the chamberlains, said before the king, 

* Behold, also, the gallows fifty cubits high, which Haman 
' had made for Mordecai, who had spoken good for the 
' king, standeth in the house of Haman.' Then the king 
said, * Hang him thereon.' So they hanged Haman on the 
gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then was the 
king's wrath pacified. 
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On that day did the king Ahasuerus give the house of 
Haman the Jews' enemy unto Esther the queen. And 
Mordecai came before the king ; for Esther had told what 
he was unto her. And the king took off his ring, which 
he had taken from Haman, and gave it unto Mordecai 
And Esther set Mordecai over the house of Haman. 

And Esther spake yet again before the king, and fell 
down at his feet, and besought him with tears to put away 
the mischief of Haman, and his deyice that he had deyised 
against the Jews. Then the king held out the golden 
sceptre toward Esther. So Esther arose, and stood before 
the king, and said, ' If it please the king, and if I have 
found favour in his sight, and the thing seem right before 
the king, and I be pleasing in his eyes, let it be written 
to reverse the letters devised by Haman, which he wrote 
to destroy the Jews which are in all the king's provinces : 
for how can I endure to see the evil that shall come unto 
my people 1 or how can I endure to see the destruction 
of my kindred ? ' 
Then the king Ahasuerus said unto Esther the queen 
and to Mordecai the Jew, * Behold, I have given Esther 
' the house of Haman, and him they have hanged upon 
' the gallows, because he laid his hand upon the Jews. 
' Write ye also for the Jews, as it liketh you, in the king's 

* name, and seal it with the king's ring : for the writing 
' which is written in the king's name, and sealed with the 

* king's ring, may no man reverse.' And he wrote in the 
king Ahasuerus' name, and sealed it with the king's ring, 
and sent letters by posts on horseback, and riders on 
mules^ camels, and young dromedaries : wherein the king 
granted the Jews which were in every city to gather them- 
selves together, and to stand for their life, to destroy, to 
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slay, and to cause to perish, all the power of the people 
and provinces that would assault them, both little ones 
and women, and to take the spoil of them for a prey. So 
the posts that rode upon mules and camels went out, 
being hastened and pressed on by the king's command- 
ment. And the decree was given at Shushan the palace. 

And Mordecai went out from the presence of the king 
in royal apparel of blue and white, and with a great 
crown of gold, and with a garment of fine linen and 
purple : and the city of Shushan rejoiced and was glad. 
The Jews had light, and gladness, and joy, and honour. 
And in every province, and in every city, whithersoever 
the king's commandment and his decree came, the Jews 
had joy and gladness, a feast, and a good day. And 
many of the people of the land became Jews ; for the fear 
of the Jews fell upon them. And all the rulers of the 
provinces, and the lieutenants, and the deputies, anil 
ofi&cers of the king, helped the Jews ; because the fear of 
Mordecai fell upon them. For Mordecai was great in the 
king's house, and his fame went out throughout all the 
provinces : for this man Mordecai waxed greater and 
greater. For Mordecai the Jew was next unto king 
Ahasuerus, and great among the Jews, and accepted of 
the multitude of his brethren, seeking the wealth of his 
people, and speaking peace to all his seed. 
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THE BOOK OF EZRA. 



Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia^ that the 
word of the Lobd might be fulfilled, the Losd stirred up 
the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a procla- 
mation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in 
writing, saying— 

' Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, ^' The Lobd God of 
' heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth ; and 
' He hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, 
< which is in Judah. Who is there among you of all his 
'people? his God be with him, and let him go up to 
' Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build the house of 
^ the Lord God of Israel, (He is the God,) which is 
' in Jerusalem. And whosoever remaineth in any place 
' where he sojoumeth, let the men of his place help him 
^ with silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with 
*• beasts, beside the freewill-offering for the house of God 
' that is in Jerusalem." ' 

Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and 
Bei\jamin, and the priests, and the Levites, with all them 
whose spirit God had raised, to go up to build the house 
of the Lobd which is in Jerusalem. And all they that 
were about them strengthened their hands with vessels of 
silver, with gold, with goods, and with beasts, and with 
precious things, beside all that was willingly offered. 

Also Cyrus the king brought forth the vessels of the 
house of the Lobd, which Nebuchadnezzar had brought 
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forth out of Jerusalem, and had put them in the house of 
his gods ; even those did Cyrus king of Persia bring forth 
by the hand of Mithredath the treasurer, and numbered 
them unto Sheshbazzar, the prince of Judah. 

Now in the second year of their coming unto the house 
of QoD at Jerusalem, in the second month, began Zerub- 
babel, and Jeshua, and the remnant of their brethren 
the priests and the Levites, and all they that were come 
out of the captivity unto Jerusalem ; and appointed the 
Levites, from twenty years old and upward, to set forward 
the work of the house of the Lobd. Then stood Jeshua 
with his sons and his brethren, Kadmiel and his sons, the 
sons of Judah, together, to set forward the workmen in the 
house of QoD : the sons of Henadad, with their sons and 
their brethren the Levites. And when the builders laid the 
foundation of the temple of the Lobd, they set the priests 
in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites the sons of 
Asaph with cymbals, to praise the Lobd, after the ordinance 
of David king of IsraeL And they sang together by course 
in praising and giving thanks unto the Lobd ; because He 
is good, for his mercy endureth for ever toward Israel. 
And all the people shouted with a great shout, when they 
praised the Lobd, because the foundation of the house of 
the Lobd was laid. But many of the priests and Levites 
and chief of the fathers, who were ancient men, that had 
seen the first house, when the foundation of this house was 
laid before their eyes, wept with a loud voice ; and many 
shouted aloud for joy : so that the people could not discern 
the noise of the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping 
of the people : for the people shouted with a loud shont^ 
and the noise was heard afar off. 

Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard 
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that the children of the captivity builded the temple unto 
the LoBD God of Israel : then they came to Zerubbabel, 
and to the chief of the fathers, and said unto them, ' Let 
* us build with you : for we seek your Qod, as ye do ; and 
' we do sacrifice unto him since the days of Esarhaddon 
' king of Aflsur, which brought us up hither. But Zerub- 
babel, and Jeshua, and the rest of the chief of the fathers 
of Israel, said unto them, ' Ye have nothing to do with us to 
' build an house unto our God ; but we ourselves together 
^ will build unto the Lobd God of Israel, as king Cyrus the 
' king of Persia hath commanded us.* Then the people 
of the land weakened the hands of the people of Judah, and 
troubled them in building, and hired counsellors against 
them, to frustrate their purpose, all the days of Cyrus king 
of Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of Persia. 
And in the reign of Ahasuerus, in the beginning of his 
reign, Rehum the chancellor and Shimshai the scribe wrote 
a letter against Jerusalem to Artaxerxes the king. 

This is the copy of the letter that they sent unto him, 
eVen unto Artaxerxes the king : ' Thy servants the men 
^ on this side the river, and at such a time. Be it known 
^ unto the king, that the Jews which came up from thee 
' to us are come unto Jerusalem, building the rebellious 
^ and the bad city, and have set up the walls thereof, and 
' joined the foundations. Be it known now unto the king, 
' that, if this dty be builded, and the walls set up again, 
' then will they not pay toll, tribute, and custom, and so 
' thou shalt endamage the revenue of the kings. Now 
^ because we have maintenance from the king's palace, and 
' it was not meet for us to see the king's dishonour, there- 
' fore have we sent and certified the kmg ; that search may 
' be made in the book of the records of thy fathers : so 
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' shalt thou find and know that this city is a rebellioas 
' city^ and hurtful unto kings and provinces, and that they 
^ have moved sedition witMn the same of old time : for 

* which- cause was this city destroyed. We certify the 
' king that, if this city be builded again, and the walls 
' thereof set up, by this means thou shalt have no portion 

* on this side the river.' 

Then sent the king an answer unto Behum the chancellor, 
and to Shimshai the scribe, and unto the rest beyond 
the riveK, ' Peace, and at such a time. The letter which 
' ye sent unto us hath been plainly read before me. And 
^ I commanded, and search hath been made, and it is 
' found that this city of old time hath made insurrection 
^ against kings, and that rebellion and sedition have been 
' made therein. There have been mighty kings also over 
^ Jerusalem, which have ruled over all countries beyond 
^ the river ; and toll, tribute, and custom, was paid unto 
^ them. Give ye now commandment to cause these men 
' to cease, and that this city be not builded, until another 
' commandment shall be given from me. Take heed ndW 
^ that ye fail not to do this : why should damage grow to 
' the hurt of the kings 9 ' 

Now when the copy of king Artaxerxes' letter was read 
before £ehum, and Shimshai the scribe, and their com- 
panions, they went up in haste to Jerusalem unto the Jews, 
and made them to cease by force and power. Then ceased 
the work of the house of Ck)D which is at Jerusalem. So 
it ceased unto the second year of the reign of Darius king 
of Persia. 

Then the prophets, Haggai and Zechariah, prophesied 
unto the Jews that were in Judah and Jerusalem in the 
name of the God of Israel; even unto them. Then rose 
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Up Zerubbabel and Jesliua^ and began to build the house 
of God which is at Jerusalem : and with them were the 
prophets of QoD helping them. 

At the same time came to them Tatnai, governor on this 
side the river, and Shethar-boznai, and their companions, 
and said thus unto them, ' Who hath commanded you to 
' build this house, and to make up this wall 1 and what 
' are the names of the men that make this building?' But 
the eye of their Qod was upon the elders of the Jews, that 
they could not cause them to cease, till the matter came to 
Darius : and then they returned answer by letter concernr 
ing this matter. 

The copy of the letter that Tatnai, governor on this side 
the river, and Shethar-boznai, and his companions, which 
were on this side the river, sent imto Darius the king : 
they sent a letter unto him, wherein was written thus: 
' Unto Darius the king, all peace. Be it know unto the 
' king, that we went into the province of Judea, to the 
^ house of the great God, which is builded with great 
' stones, and timber is laid in the walls, and this work 

* goeth fast on, and prospereth in their hands. Then asked 

* we those elders, and said unto them thus, " Who com- 
' manded you to build this house, and to make up these 

* walls 1 " We asked their names also, to certify thee, that 

* we might write the names of the men that were the chief 
' of them. And thus they returned us answer, saying, 

* " We are the servants of the God of heaven and earth, 
' and build the house that was builded these maily years 

* ago, which a great king of Israel builded and set up. 
' But after that our fathers had provoked the God of 

* heaven unto wrath. He gave them into the hands of 

* NebuchadneEzar the king of Babylon, the Chaldean, who 
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destroyed this house, and carried the people away into 
Babylon. But in the first year of Cyrus the king of 
Babylon, the same king Cyrus made a decree to build 
tlxLS house of God. And the vessels also of gold and 
silver of the house. of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took 
out of the temple that was in Jerusalem, and brought 
them into the temple of Babylon, those did Cyrus the 
king take out of the temple of Babylon, and they were 
delivered unto one, whose name was Sheshbazzar, whom 
he had made governor ; and said unto him, Take these 
vessels, go, carry them into the temple that is in Jeru- 
salem', and let the house of God be builded in his place. 
Then came the same Sheshbazzar, and laid the foundation 
of the house of God wliich is in Jerusalem : and since 
that time even until now hath it been in building, and 
yet it is not finished." Now therefore, if it seem good 
to the king, let there be search made in the king's 
treasure-house^ which is there at Babylon, whether it be 
so, that a decree was made of Cyrus the king to build 
this house of God at Jerusalem, and let the king send his 
pleasure to us concerning this matter.' 
Then Darius the king made a decree, and search was 
made in the house of the rolls, where the treasures were 
laid up in Babylon. And there was found a roll, and 
therein was a record thus written : ' In the first year of 
' Cyrus the king, the same Cyrus the king made a decree 
' concerning the house of God at Jerusalem, ^' Let the 
' house be builded, and let the golden and silver vessels 
' of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took forth 
' out of the temple which is at Jerusalem, and brought 
' unto Babylon, be restored, and brought again unto the 
' temple which is at Jerusalem, every one to his place, and 
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place them in the house of God." Now therefore, Tatnai, 
governor beyond the river, Shethar-boznai, and your 
companions which are beyond the river, be ye far from 
thence : let the work of this house of God alone ; let 
the governor of the Jews and the elders of the Jews 
build this house of God in his place. Moreover I make 
a decree what ye shall do to the elders of these Jews for 
the building of this house of God : that of the king's 
goods, even of the tribute beyond the river, forthwith 
expenses be given unto .these men, that they be not 
hindered. And that which they have need of, both 
young bullocks, and rams, and lambs, for the burnt- 
offerings of the God of heaven, wheat, salt, wine, and oil, 
according to the appointment of the priests which are at 
Jerusalem, let it be given them day by day without fail : 
that they may offer sacrifices of sweet savours unto the 
God of heaven, and pray for the life of the king, and of 
his sons. Also I have made a decree, that whosoever 
shall alter this word, let timber be pulled down from his 
house, and being set up, let him be hanged thereon : and 
let his house be made a dunghill for this. And the God 
that hath caused his name to dwell there destroy all 
kings and people, that shall put to their hand to alter 
and to destroy this house of God which is at Jerusalem. 
I Darius have made a decree; let it be done with 
speed.' 

Then Tatnai, governor on this side of the river, Shethar* 
boznai, and their companions, according to that which 
Darius the king had sent, so they did speedily. And the 
elders of the Jews builded, and they prospered through 
the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the 
son of Iddo. And they bidlded, and finished it^ according 
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